10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 28 July 1982

I told your office recently that the Prime Minister was
not happy with the draft replies provided for her to send to
Mr. Donald Stewart, MP, and Councillor Young about custom
facilities at Wick Airport. I explained that the Prime Minister
had raised her concerns directly with the Economic Secretary,
and you agreed to consider these and provide revised drafts,
if appropriate.

I now enclose a further telex which the Prime Minister
has received from Councillor Young. You will wish to take it
into account in revising your draft reply to his earlier telex.
It would be helpful if you could let me have your revised draft
replies before the end of this week,

‘w. F. 8. RICK -TT

C.D. Harrison, Esqg.,
HM Treasury
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I enclose draft replies for the Prime
Minister to send to Mr Donald Stewart MP
and Councillor Young about Customs
facilities at Wick Airport. I also enclose
a copy of the Economic Secretary's proposed
reply to Councillor Young.

S

MISS T A M POLLOCK
Asst Private Secretary




Councillor J M Young
Highland Regional Council
Regional Buildings
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness
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Following our meeting on 24 June about the provision of customs
facilities at Wick Airport I have very calefully considered all
the points which you and your colleagues raised. As 1 said at
the time, you put forward a formidable presentation of your case
to which I was and am basically sympathetic.

I am therefore sorry to say that I have concluded that to provide
customs f30111t1es for the proposed scheduled service between Wick
and the Faroes would not be justified. It is true that at
present the existing Customs staff at Wick are able to cope with
ad hoc concessionary flights, mostly of helicopters connected with
the o0il industry. But this is not analogous with the provision
of permanent facilities for a scheduledair service. The proposed
Wick/Faroes service would at least treble the number of flights to
be attended by Customs staff who also have to carry out
immigration services.

However my main concern is that it would not be possible to provide
facilities at Wick while continuing to refuse them elsewhere.

Indeed we are at this moment facing an analogous application for
customs facilities at a small regional airport which we feel we

must also resist. I have to take account of the overall

deployment of customs and excise resources. The Department is
reducing its manpower in line with the Government's policy of
reducing the size of the Civil Service. It cannot at the same time
provide additional facilities on a nation-wide basis.

At our meeting you drew my attention to the new ferry service
between Torquay and the Channel Islands. The situations at Wick




and Torquay are completely different. Unlike Wick, the port of
Torquay has been approved for customs purposes for many years.

No new facili been approved. Customs staff have to be
regularl to attend at the port specifically to deal
with ves y arrive to clear both freight and passengers.
The new ce merely absorbs part of their normal working
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my decision will come as a great disappointment
carefully considered whether I could find some
u but I am forced to conclude that there is no way
round the major stumbling block, that the provision of facilities
at Wick would run counter to the Government's determination to
ensure that public sector resources, particularly manpower, are
deployed in the most efficient and economic way.

A~ -[&m. ‘{@;/L\

JOCK BRUCE-GARDYNE










10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

28 June, 1982

On 9 June, Mr. Donald Stewart, M.P. wrote to the
Prime Minister about the issue of customs facilities at
Wick Airport. Your Parliamentary Unit provided a holding
reply, which the Prime Minister sent to Mr. Stewart on
28 June. This said that your Minister would be seeing the
Highland Regional Council, and that the Prime Minister would
be better able to reply to Mr. Stewart after that meeting.

I now enclose a telex that the Prime Minister has
received from Mr, John Young, Chairman of the Roads and
Transport Committee of the Highland Regional Council. He
reports on the meeting between your Minister and the Council
on 24 June. He appeals for the Prime Minister's support.

I imagine you will be shortly sending us a full draft reply
for the Prime Minister to send to Mr. Donald Stewart, and I
should be grateful if you could also provide a reply for her
to send to Mr. Young. The letter to Mr. Young could, with
advantage, refer to her reply to Mr. Stewart.

JW. F. S. RICKETT

C. D. Harrison, Esq.,
H.M. Treasury




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 28 June, 1982

The Prime Minister has asked me
to thank you for your telex of 25 June.

This is receiving attention, and
a reply will be sent to you as soon as
possible.

"W.F. 8. RICKETT

John Young, Esq.




10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 28 June 1982

Thank you for your letter dated 9 June
about customs clearance facilities at Wick
aerodrome. As you probably know by now,
Jock Bruce-Gardyne has agreed to see the

Highland Regional Council in order to hear

their point of view and I will be better
able to reply to you following their meeting.

Mrre.” qu\l.tsh\-'{/>
q aaC c«w&f"':)l R

The Rt. Hon. Donald J. Stewart, M.P,







