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China Daily: Message from the Prime Minister

To mark the occasion of the Prime Minister's visit to
China the Peking English-language newspaper the "China Daily"
is producing a special 8-page s nt on Anglo/Chinese
relations and Britain. Major British firms are placing
advertisements in the supplement and through the Embassy we
are contributing half of the editorial material, mainly from
COI sources. Sl
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The '"China Daily'" would welcome a short message from
the Prime Minister at the beginning of the supplement. The
French Prime Minister contributed a message to a supplement
on France last month. We very much hope that the Prime Minister
will feel able to respond to this request. I attach a draft
text which has been cleared with the Embassy in Peking. The
deadline for copy is 10 september but it would be useful to
have your decision as soon as possible so that we can stimulate
a corresponding message from the Chinese Premier.
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CHINA DAILY SUPPLEMENT: DRAFT MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

I am delighted to have this opportunity to send greetings
to the readers of the China Daily as I begin my visit to
China, My visit is the first by a British Prime Minister

in office to China. It is an-apprepriate symbol of the

GrevowTer  (nohasleuny luml—*\-.g
Szeady—growth*?n~e0n%&ets between our two countriese

exchanges have been developing partieularly rapidly -in recent
vears. We—have expanded co-operation in academic,

scientific and educational work: ne#e;—be%e;e—haw%h4%mﬂ¥r
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been—sommamy student exchanges between Britain and Chinal=t4
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We have a useful commercial relationship on which we must

build. We have much to offer each other , and-mueh—to—learn,

from our long artistic and literary traditions.

These links—in turn refleet the very similar positions
~that Britain and China have on many international issues.

We both see the dangers to the world from aggression and

My
expan81onwand I-am-confident that by working together we

can make an important contribution to world peace.
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I-have-been told that l~shall see many~changes in-€hina Since
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British Oppesition, I am_partlcularly struck-by the very AV

large increase in the number of Chinese, both oungLand old,
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field. The adviee and expertise which the Thomson Foundation
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ls,glad_to_be —-able~to-give China Daily is a—good -example

of this new close working relationship. | We have made great

progress. But this is only a beginning. Our—ffyiendship
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friendship,-based on mutual understanding and-co-operation

In-many—fields, will certainly grow closer and warmer in the
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years ahead. and-I-hope-that-my visit will -eontribute to

this process.




