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HONG KONG STUDY

ANNEX P

ILLUSTRATIVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOLLOWING THE PRIME
MINISTER'S VISIT TO CHINA

The suggested answers have been drafted on the assumption

that agreement will have been reached to hold talks about

the future, either on an agreed basis or without commitment

on either side, but that there will have been no joint
statement. If a joint statement were agreed some of the

questions could be answered by reference to it.

Q. What discussions did you have with Chinese leaders

on the future of Hong Kong?

A, I had a full and friendly discussion with Premier

Zhao Ziyang and with Vice Chairman Deng Xiaoping. I can't
tell you about the substance, but we had a good exploratory
talk. We agreed that confidential talks should be held
through diplomatic channels. The purpose of the talks will
be to discuss arrangements for the future of Hong

Kong [in the longer term] [after 1997] in the interests of
both governments and of the people of Hong Kong. There was
complete agreement between us that the objective must be

to preserve the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong and

the well-being of its peonle.

Q. Did you
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Q. Did you reach an understanding about the ending of

the lease in 1997? What will happen then?

A. We did not reach any definite agreement. It is a very
complex matter and that is why we both saw the need for
detailed talks. We were able, however, to clarify the
views of both sides most helpfully. And we agreed on the
need to find a satisfactory solution well before 1997, as

soon as possible.

Q. Does China wish to take Hong Kong back in 19972 .

A. That is not a question you should put to me. I under-
stand the feelings of the Chinese people as represented to
me by Vice Chairman Deng. I explained to him the views

of the British Government, in particular our understanding
of the basis for Hong Kong's success and prosperity, and of
the wishes of the people of Hong Kong. I am quite sure that

we shall be able to reach a mutually satisfactory agreement.

Q. But what about China's claim to sovereignty over .
Hong Kong? Will Peking not wish to run the territory?

A, The Chinese leaders explained their position to me.

I explained ours. There is a gap to be bridged. But, I
repeat, the desire for agreement is there. We must work

it out together coolly and deliberately.

Q. But what basis has been agreed for the official talks?
e The purpose of the talks will be to discuss arrangements
for the future of Hong Kong in the interests
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of both governments and the people of Hong Kong [but
without prejudice to the viewpoints of both sides and
without pre-conditions]. We are agreed on the need to
find a practical solution which will enable people in
Hong Kong to continue their prosperity and way of life

unchanged.

Will Britain then continue to run Hong Kong?
A, As this government - and its predecessors - have made
clear, our commitment to the people of Hong Kong remains.
Naturally we shall fulfil our responsibilities. I am
sure the Chinese Government appreciate this. It is because
our relations are so good that we can sit down together
and work out a practical solution. It will take time and
the talks must be confidential. But I am confident that we

shall find the right answer.

Q. But what about the wishes of the people of Hong Kong?
Will they be consulted?
A. Both we and the Chinese Government realise that no

arrangement could work if it did not accord with the wishes

of the people of Hong Kong. I shall be discussing with the

Governor how those wishes can best be consulted.
[For use in Hong Kong] My visit here has given me a clearer
idea of what the people of Hong Kong want. It has been

very useful.

Q. Have you
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Q. Have you accepted Chinese sovereignty? Have you not
implicitly accepted that the nineteenth century treaties

are invalid? |

A. There are obviously gaps between the two sides. This is
why we are going to have talks. Any solution must be in

the interests of all the parties concerned. But our common
interest in the prosperity and stability of Hong Kong is much
stronger than the points which divide us. Neither of us can

ignore the facts of history: but we can and will work

together to find a mutually satisfactory solution to this .

problem.

Q. Would Britain defend Hong Kong against a Chinese attack,
as she did over the Falklands?

A. What makes this question, happily, quite different from
that of the Falklands, is that we are working in cooperation

with China, not in confrontation with her.

Q. But surely, the fact that you are negotiating with China.
which claims the whole of Hong Kong, means that you have accepted
their right to dictate how the place is run. Will the British
authority to administer Hong Kong not be seriously weakened?

A Of course we accept that Hong Kong is geographically part

of China. Cooperation is essential and has developed enormously
over the past few years. But we have abdicated none of our
powers. HMG through the Governor remain fully responsible

and retain all their authority. I am sure that China under-

stands and indeed welcomes that.
Q. Who will
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Q. Who will conduct the talks with China?
A. Contacts will be maintained between the two governments

through diplomatic channels.

Will Hong Kong be involved in the talks?
A. Of course. Consultations have already taken place with

the Governor and Unofficial Members.

Q. How will Hong Kong be involved in detailed discussions?
A. I am already in close touch with the Governor. Depend-
ing on how discussions develop it will be necessary to
consider whether this process of consultation should be

widened.

[If no date has been announced for the opening of talks.]

When will the talks begin?

A. The actual date has not yet been settled. But we agreed

that the talks should start [soon] [within the next month or

so],
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