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HONIG KONGC  CHINESE STATEMENTS

MICTING OF £XCO ON 12 OCTUDER CONCERN WAS LXFRESSLED ASCUT

AT CHINESES STATEMENTS REPURTED IM PEKING TELNO 642 AND iiY
| SAID THAT | WIULD~CHECK 4ITH THE AMSAGSAQOR AT TV

UHAT THMD CHINEST MAD SA1D, AD uNY HE THOUGHT THEY WERE CSAYLIG IT.
THESE CHIGESE STATECMENTS wERC JAMASING TO COXFIDENCE, AND THIS MAS

A FOINT THC AMDASSADOR WOULD HO J0URT 2E MAKING TO THE CHINCSE.

2. 1T 15 TISENTHAL THAT WE GARRY CXCS WITH US DURING THE COMIRG

J
FoMTHS, SIVEN «MAT THE CHINEZE HAVE 3CEH SAYING 1 CANIOT Leave
THEM Jil THE DJARK AitD | SHALL HESD TO SAY 1ORE AT NEXT WELK'S
HMEETING [0i OCTOIER 12). MIFT CUNTAINS THE POINTS WUHICH, JU2JECT
TO YOUR VIEWS, | WOULD PROPUSE TO HAKE. | JdAOULD DO 50 Oi CXCO

TERAS = MO PAPER wOULD BE CIRCULATCD AND RO MINUTES WOULD 5E
TAXCH = AHD | AM SURE THAT SECRLCY WOULD BEZ PRESERVED, EXCU AS
SUCH HAS VERY GOCOL RECORD 1l THIS RESPECT.

I DRAFTIG il | MAVC HAD THE FOLLOMING COMSIDIRATIONS 14

(A) THROUGH JRIEFING DUNE DY THE CHINLCSE OF VISITGRS TO

PEXIIG ALD 2F JOURNALISTE, A LOT 5 KiiOwi ALREADY ALSOUT THE
CHINESE POSITION (Y TELNO 31137). WE WOULD LACK CRIDICILITY IF

wE DID NOT COUCCOE TO EXCO THAT THE STATEHENTS UHICH HAVE
SPPEARED 13 THE PRE DO INCLUDE THE MAIM SLTHENTS 16 THE CHINCSL
FOSITION (YARIANTS 04 SUCH ELEMIRTS AS ADMINISTRATION CanTaul o
TAE FUTURE NOTWITHUSTANDING) AS WE UNDERSTAND (T,

{3) THERL 1S EVERY ADVANTAGE Il TCLLIMG EXCO THAT HHG'S CDJECTIVE
15 CONTINUED SRITISH ADMINISTRATION (AHD DEYELCPIGG A CONNON

LIGE WITH THCH AS TO uHY UC THIGK T 15 VITAL TO THC HAINTEIAINCC
OF PKCSPCRITY AlD STAZILITY). THE PRIMC {iINISTER SAID THIS
VIKTUALLY 1% TERIS AT HER MEETING WITH UMELCY ON 27 SERTTMCLR.
(C) W€ ALSO MECC TO (HDICATE THAT THe ZRITISH POSITIQI U5
SUVEHACIGHATY 13 J0T TOTALLY IUFLEXISLE. THIS €Al o€ DOHE &Y
DRAVIG ATTEHTICH TO THE PRIIE :VINISTER'S ACHARKS AT HE/ PRISS
COMFERENCE THAT THE TREATIES CAN 3E YARIZD 3Y AGREE!MET.
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FULLOMING ARE THT POIWTS | SUSGEST SHOULD EC MADE TO EXCOs
(1) WHAT HAG-3LEN-REZVCALLD 13 THL VARIOUS CHINESL STATEMHCNTS
AND IHTERVISUS GVER THE PAST FOW WCEKS ADDS UP TG A FAIRLY CUIPLLSC
DICTURE OF THE CHIn::: FORCIGH MINISTRY'S CURRENT PO3ITIVA O
L FNTURE AS T UNDERSTAND IT.

4AS"MADE 1T CLCAR TO THE CMINESE THAT SuCH
AMIAGING TO CONFIDENCE 1N HONG KOaG,[AND 14 BREACH
CLFAR UNOCRSTAUDING THAT THE TALKS WILL

(3) IT CAR BE ASSUNED THAT THE CHIHES INDISCRET 1QN FOR! PART
F A DCLI3CARATS PATTLCRM. WE CAN ONLY SPECULATE A3OUT CHINEGSE
MOTIYES, THE AJDASSADONR'S VIEM 15 seececasecsssean
(it
(4) SOME GF THE ELCHENTS IH THE CHIHESE PUSITION, 1% PARTICULAR
0% SOVERTIGMTY, ARE CLIARLY MATTERS OF PRINCIPLET. il OTHER AKEAS,
SUCH AS ADNINISTRATIVE CONTROL, THE CHINESE MAY 2E SKEKILNG Tu
ESTASLISH A STRONS DARGAMIINGS POSITION OR TO TEST THE MATERS COF
PUTLIC OPINI01 HERE. IT SHOULD 2T STRESSLD THAT THE CHINDSE HAVC
YERY 1AACEQUATE UNDCRSTALDING GF HOW AND WHY MGHG KUIG WORKG.
FUTUREC ARRALGECHENTS SHOULD NOT BE RESARICD AS
CY wiLL NEED TU 2E MADT AWARE, 3Y L
DIPLEXITIES OF A JUDERJ MARKET £CUHOAY,

(5) THE PRIME HINISTCR HAS DCEN CAREFUL NCT TO BE DRAWN ADIUT HLR
UNJCCTIVES I3 THE HECGTIATIONS IN SPEAKING TO THE PRESS. BUT St
MAUE IT CLEAR 1 BER MEETING WITH UNELCO THAT HMG'S AN wCyLd oC TC
PERSUYADE THE CHIAESC THAT CRITISH ADMINISTRATION WOULD CORTINUE TO
3T ONCEDED IF THZ CONNON ALY OF PRESCRVING THE STAZILITY Al
PAOSRERITY OF HONG KONS 13 TO 3T ACHIEVED. THL PROCISS OF CLuveCly

THZ OF THIS FACT ©F LIFT 15 J0UND TO Oc SLOw.

{G) The PRLE DIHISTER MHAS SADC SLEAR 1ML PUSLIC THAT, »MILZ I3
RLGARC THE FRZATIES AL Y o, THEY CAN =£ VARIZD BY ] 5
THE SRITISH POSITIGE QI T PEATIES IS5 HOT JAFLELICLE 15 THE

CLunTCXT G Thz GO
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(7) SU FAr THC TALKS HAVE KOT GONE BEYOUD PHELIIMLARY CXCHARGES
C GODALITIZS, FUTURE CUGHDUCT OF THL TALKES, ARD THE POSITIOHS
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Fi1 HONG KONG 131235Z OCT 82
TO PRIORITY FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 116°

IHFO PRIORITY PEKIMN
PERSONAL FOR DONALD
YOUR TELNO 4381 TO PEKING: FUTURE OF HONG XONG

1. AS INDICATED IN MY TELNO 1141, | AM CONTENT TO LEAVE
CONSIDERATION OF THE TIMING OF A VISIT TO PEKING TO TAKE PART IN
THE TALKS UNTIL AFTER THE AMBASSADOR'S NEXT CALL ON ZHANG WENJIN.

2« | AM ALSO CONTENT WITH THE SCENARIG IN PARAGRAPH 7 OF YOUR
TELEGRAM UNDER REFERENCE (THOUGH WHAT 1S REQUIRED IF NOT SO MUCH

A BRIEFING ON QUOTE THE PRESENT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT UNQUOTE

IN HONG KOMG AS A DETAILED EXPLAMATION OF HOW AND WHY HONG KONG

WORKS AS SUCCESSFULLY AS T DOES). | AGREE THAT IT MIGHT GIVE

IMPETUS TO THE TALKS, AND HELP TO GET THE CHINESE ENGAGED ON GROUND
oF Our CHOOSING, IFf THE BRIEFING COULD BE SPUN CUT OVER MORE THAN ONE

"‘} [y
SESSION. IN THAT EVENT IT MIGHT ONLY BE NECESSARY FOR ME TO TAKE
0

PART (N THE FIRST SESSION. DEPENDING ON HOW THINGS WENT THE
AMBASSADOR COULD BE SUPPORTED AT SUBSEQUENT SESSIONS BY OTHER
REPRESENTATIVES FROM HOHMG KONG. BUT WE CAN DECIDE THAT WHEN THE

TIME COMES.
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FM HONG KONG @81185Z QCTOBER 82
TO IMMEDIATE F C O
TELEGRAM NUMBER 1142 OF 03 OCTOBER
INFO IMMEDIATE PEKING (PERSONAL FOR AMZASSADOR

PERSONAL FOR DOHALD
FROM GOVERNOR

PEKING TELNO 636: FUTURE OF HONG KONG

WE AGREED WITH THE CHINESE ''TO EMTER INTO TALKS'' ABOUT
THE FUTURE. WE AVOIDED DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN PRELIMINARY
AND SUBSTANTIVE TALKS BY SAYING, IN MY LEGCO SPEECH, THAT
""MEETINGS'' HAVE BEGUM« | AGREE THAT THERE ARE DAMNGERS
INVOLVED IN TRYING TO ELABORATE ON THIS AND | SEE NO NEED
TO DEPART FROM THE FORMULA FOR SOME TIME: ON THAT BASIS THERE
WOULD BE NO INCENTIVE FOR THE CHINESE TO CHALLENGE US.

2. | AM TELEGRPAHING SEPARATELY ABOUT POSSIBLE VISITS BY
Me TO PEKING. | CERTAINLY DO NOT ENVISAGE GOING FOR THE
AMBASSADOR'S MNEXT CALL ON ZHANG WENJIN.
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TCO IMMEDIATE FCO
TELEGRAM KUMBER 1125 OF 7 OCTOBER
INFO INMEDIATE PEKING (PERSONAL FOF

FOLLOWING FOR DOWALD FRI

rUTURE OF HONG KONG.,

1. MIFT CONTAINS THE TEXT OF AN AFP REPURT PRINTED IN T

THIS MORNING AND DATE-LIKED LONDON OCTODER 6

2. | HAD HOPED THAT ME COULD

IN PUBLIC BETWEEN THE PRELIMINAR \ BSTANTIVE

(PARA & OF MY TELNO 1135). HIS REPUhT IS C

RUN A STRONG RISK OF BEING ASKED S00N WHETHER FORMAL WCCOTIATICHS

HAVE YET BEGUM. | HAD THOUGHT IT WAS OUR INTENTION SIMPLY TO
NDICATE THAT TALKS (WITHOUT SPECIFICATION AS TO THEIR NATURE

OR CONTENT) HAD COMMENCED AND STICK TO THAT (PARA 3 OF MY TELHNO
1116).

3. GRATEFUL FOR YOUR COMMENTS.
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