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Paragraph 309 does not say how many Type 22 frigates are to be

ordered now, nor does paragraph*3I1 specify the number of tanker aircraft
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to be bought. The Defence Secretary plans to minute colleagues with
Sacame T R -

his shipbuilding proposals early next week. The choice of tanker

aircraft lies between ex-British Airways Tristars and American DC1Os.

The Secretary of State f&;rkrade ninuted the Defence Secretary on
_2p& December advocating the purchase of the Tristars:s but Ministry of
Defence officials are in favour of the DC10 on budgetary and operational
grounds. No final decision can yet be taken since bids from industry
are not due in until next week. More generally, the Committee will

.

wish to consider whether the proposed purchases of American equipment
-y

(Phantoms, Chinooks and possible tankers) could arouse criticism:

E————
there are, in fact, no available British alternatives to the Phantom

and the Chinook. The Phantoms will be second-hand aircraft from the

United States Navy or the United States Marines.

M

ge The decision to maintain the numbers of destroyers and frigates
in the operational fleet at 55 (ﬂorarﬂ yph 3’19) will give the Naval
lobby the opportunity to say that the Government has repented of its

decision to reduce the number to 50.
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