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REPEATED FOR INFO TO ROUTINE FCO WASHINGTOM (PERSONAL
AMBEASSADOR)

WASHINGTON TEL NO 463 TO FCO AND YOUR TEL NO 387:

FUTURE OF HOHG KONG:

US DELEGATION

1. JOHNSON AND HIS DELEGATION CALLED ON
LAST NIGHT FOR A DRINK. THEY ARE WORX NG
PICHINA I THE NEXT TEN YEARS'', JOHNSOM
BRIEFED ON HONG KONG AND HAD HAD OMLY A VERY
INSUBSTANTIAL EXCHAMGE ON THE SUBJECT WITH WANG
WANG HAD SAID THAT THE PROBLEM WAS SIMPLE:
SELONGED TO CHINA AND CHINA WOULD HAVE T
ANSWER WHEN JOHNSON ASKED HOw THEY WOULD D

TIME MAINTAIN CONFIDENCE.
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2. | GCAVE JOHNSON A GUARDED SRIEFING , SAYING THAT
WE WERE NOW TALKING TO THE-CHINESE ABOUT THE FUTURE

AND THAT WE HAD A CCMMON INTEREST IN FINDIMNG A SCLUTICN. BUT |
EXPLAINED THAT THE CHINESE WERE DEEPLY IGMORANT ABOUT HCwW THE
ECONOMY WORKED AND THAT THIS WA A MAJOR PROBLEM. ANOTHER PROELEM
WAS THE SERIES OF LEAKS FROM THE CHIMESE SIDE TO HONG KONG VISTORS
AND THE PRESS, WHICH HAD CAUSED CONCERM IN HONG KONG. THAT SA|D,
THE ECONOMIC BAROMETERS IN HONG KGHG LOOKED BETTER NOW THAN THEY
DID SOME WEEKS AGO.
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Je. HUAN XI1ANG HAD TOLD JOHNSON THAT THE TAIWAN PROBLEM MIGHT
SE ''BEHIND THEM'' IN TEN YEARS' TIME. JOHNSOM SAID HE AGREED
THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT, ALTHOUGH THE PRC FLAT MIGHT NOT
FLY OVER TAWAN IN THAT TIME, THE TwO CHIMAS COULD HOWEVER HAD
WORKED OUT A '"'™™ODUS VIVENDI'' wWHICH MICHT LEAD TO *EuLL
REUNIFICATION IN THE LONGER TERM. THIS STRUCK ME AS VERY
OPTIMISTIC.
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IT WAS UNFORTUNATE THAT NOMNE OF THE YOUNGER
TO S C EQ
W SHCRT LINES BUT THE
OKSENBERG SHOULD BE WORTI
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