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IMMEDIATE HONG KGONG (P
HONG KOKG

GN=MINISTER YAQC GUANG THIS AFTERNOON,
RANSMISSION TM ZHAO ZIYANG AND READ
MESSAGE SLOWLY FROM MY COPY, CHECKING
WAS GETTING IT RIGHT. | ADDED THAT THE PRIME
TO SAY THAT SHE HAD MADE STRENUOUS c£FEORTS
COULD IN ORDER THAT THE TALKS, AGREED I[N
GHEST LEVEL, MIGHT GET UNDER WAY. SHE HAL
THOUGHT TO THE SITUATION AND wOULD BE
WOULD CONS E

AN
IDER HER MESSAGE VERY CAREFULLY.

2. | SAID | SHOULD L IKE i PERSONAL COMMENT THAT THE
ASSURANCE IN THE MESSA REPR NTED THE LIMIT OF WHAT THE PRIME
— . s T ———— =
MINISTER WAS EMPOWEREL UNDER ITISH CORSTITUTION TO AGREE
TO ON HER OwN AUTHORITY. WE THEREFORE SAW [T AS_A MOST IMPORTANT
WE HOPED THE CHINE ) SEE IT AS SUCH AND AS A
UR SINCERITY IN St { f THE QUESTION OF THE

——

HOKG KONG THROUGH FRIEND DS IONS WITH THE

ASKED THAT IN VIEW OF ZHAO'S IMPENDING VISIT TO AUSTRALIA
JEALAND, THE MESSAGE BE TRANSMITTED TO HIM AS QUICKLY AS
BLE AND SHOULL E THE MOST URGENT ATTENTION OF THE
{INESE AUTHORITIES. | ASKED FOR AN EARLY REPLY BEFORE ZHAO
H1S TRAVELS.

1

4, FINALLY, | STRESSED THAT THE CONTENT OF THE
EXISTENCE SHOULD BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

IN REPLY, YAQ GUANG WELCOMED Mc BACK AND SAID HE LOOKED
WARD TO OUR WORKING TOGETHER. ZHAI ZIYANG KNEW OF MY WISH TO
DEL IVER THE MESSAGE PERSONALLY AND ''ATTACHED IMPORTANCE TO THIS
HOWEVER, HE WAS BUSY PREPARING FOR HIS JOURNEY ABROAD
RS AND HAD ENTRUSED YAC GUANG TO
YAG GUAKG THANKED ME FOR READING THE
COMMENTS. HE SAID '"'wg UNDERSTAND WHAT
IDENT THAT ZHAO ZIYANG WOULD STUDY IT QUICK-
LY AND REPLY BEFORE LONG. HE THOUGHT HE AND | wOULD WERY SOOW
MEET AGAIN TO CONTINUE GUR WORK.
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Y4 YAQO CONTIKUED THAT CHINA HAD ALL ALONG SEEN THE SINO=BRITISH
ATIONSHIP AS A FRIENDLY ONE. RELATIONS BETWEEN QUT TwO COUNTRIES
DEVELOPED FAIRLY WELL. CHINA WAS READY TO COOPERATE WITH US IN
SETTLEMENT OF THE HONG KONG ISSUE WHICH HAD BEEN
STORY. LIKE US, CHINA ATTACHED IMPORTANCE TO
RAL RELATIONS. OF COURSE, SPEAKING FRANKLY,
SERIOUS DIFFERENCES, ON THE HONG
THAT THROUGH GUR RECENT CONTACTS WE
EACH OTHERS PROSITIONS. THE
WAS CONF IDENT THAT THROUGH
) BE NARROWED AND A SATISFACT-
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| THANKED YAO ANWND SAID THAT WE TOO SHARED HIS CONFIDENCE THAT
BY WORKING TOGETHER we COULD OVERCOME OUR PROBLEMS. | HOPED
THAT IN Tﬂﬂﬁ’SPIkIT WE COULD EXPECT AN EARLY AND POSITIVE REPLY
TO THe PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE. YAQ SAID ''YOU WILL NOT BEE

AND WAS UNDERSTOOD.
CHINESE TRANSLATION OF
RESS ITS POSITIVE
INGLY POSITIVE IN HIS
ACH MUCH IMPORTANCE TO

FUTURE OF HONG EONG

LIMITED COPIES TO
HD/HEGD SIR I SINCLATR LEGAL ADVISER

HD/FED

HD/PLANKING STAFF MR ROBERTS NEWS D

HD/PUSD MR COLES KO 10 DOWNING STREET
PS MR MARTIN ASSESSMENTS STAFF
PS/MR_ EUED CABINET OFFICE
PS/LORD BELSTEAD

PS/FUS

SIR J BULLARD
MR GIFFARD

ME DONALD

SECRET




