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Visit to London by Hong Kong Exco Senior Officials

I wrote to you on 14 April about the Governor's proposal
that the Unofficial members’ of EXCO should visit London before
June. Sir E Youde has now told us, quite separately, that
Sir S Y Chung will be visiting London privately from 2 - 5 May.
His main purpose will be to receive honorary distinctions Irom
the engineering profession.

It would obviously be right for Sir S Y to be seen by
Ministers in the FCO, probably by the Secretary of State and
Lord Belstead. Depending on how things stand on Hong Kong
by that stage, it might also be appropriate for him to call
at No 10 as well. As you know, the Governor is keen that
the Unofficials should be shown attention and given face.
This applies particularly to Sir S Y,

The Governor thinks, and we agree, that any decision
on a call by Sir S Y in early May should not in any way
prejudice the idea of a larger scale visit of EXCO members
later on.

We propose to reply to the Governor with firm proposals
for calls at the FCO with the possibility of a talk with
the Prime Minister in reserve. Perhaps you could let me
know if this is acceptable.

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 18 April 1983

Visit to London by Hong Kong EXCO senior officials

Thank you for your letter of 15 April. I agree that,
when you reply to Sir Edward Youde about thie visit by
Sir S.Y. Chung to London from 2-5 May, you could keep in
reserve the possibility of a talk with the Prime Minister.
Mrs. Thatcher would in fact like to see Sir S.Y. Chung and
we have set aside 30 minutes at 1700 hours on Wednesday 4
May - though if there is a disarmament debate on that day
it is possible that we shall have to change the time.

JU

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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AONG KONG: POS
AGREED AT THE

USEFUL

AND SHE AND
NG WiTH uMeLCO DURING THEIR VISITS
MONTHS SINCE THE VIE BY UNOQ
FUTURE, AND IT
MAITNTAIN
FRGM THE SUBGTANTiJ NT OF VieWw SUCH A VISIT wOULD
WHATEVER -THE RESH SE TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S
WHETHER IT IS PCSITIVE OR NEf VE MINISTERS WILL
PRESUMABLY WIiSH TO HAVE UNOFFICIALS' VIEWS ON THE WAY FORWARD,
AND THEY WILL CERTAINLY EXPECT TO BE CONSULTED.
2. ON THIS OCCASION | WOULD PROPOSE TO iMVITE ALL (ALL) EXCO
UNOFFICIALS TO ACCOMPANY ME. IT wOULD BE INVIDIOUS TO CHOOSE
AFONG THEM, AND IT WOULD PROBABLY BE UNACCEPTABLE TU THE UNOFFICIALS
THEMSELVES TO ATTEMPT TO DO S0. AT T} | AM SURE THAT
UMELCO AS A WHOLE WOULD UNDERSTAN HAT FRAI obUSSIUH WOuLD BE
iINHIBITED IF NON-EXCO MEMBERS
3. THE TIMING OF SuCH A VISIT WOU D ND ON A NUMBER OF FACTORS,
NOT LEAST THE PRIME MINISTER' f APMTMI IT SHOULD CLEARLY TAKE
PLACE AFTER THE CHINESE HAVE | D TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S
MESSAGE TO ZHAO SO THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH MINISTERS COULD BE HELD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE REPLY. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE VISIT SHOULD
NOT BE DELAYED FOR TOO LONG,
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THEIR PLAN AT THE RNPC,
COULD Bt HELD EARLY IN JUNE. THESE CONSIDER
WE SHOULD 3E THINKING IN TERMS OF ARQUND TH
4, UNLESS YOU SEE OBJECTION, | PROPOSE TO E
MEETING ON 13 APRIL THAT | AM IN TOUCH WITH THOSE CONCERNED
ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF TAKING UNCFrICIALS TO LONDON AT SOME
POINT IN THE NEXT MONTH OR SO, AND THAT THIS (DEA HAS BEEN WELCOMED
BY MINISTERS IN PRINCIPLE. | WOULD NOT NEED TO SAY ANYTHING MORE
SPECIFIC ABOUT DATES AT THIS STAGE.
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