OF 19 APRIL 1983

MY TELNO 493: VISIT TO HONG KONG BY ¥R ROLAND MOYLE 0P
HONG KOWG ELECTORAL SYSTEM.

1. AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE REPORTED IN TUR MR MOYLE R

CHINESE STATEMEHTS ABOUT HONG KONG PEOPLE GOVERNING HORG KON

AND SAID THAT THEIR ATTITUDE WAS NOT ENTIRELY CONSISTENT.

QUOTE TO A SIMPLE PERSON LIKE MYSELF, FOUR HONG KOHG PEOPLE TO
GOVERH HONG KONG REQUIRES EVERY PERSON OVER THE AGE OF 13 TO
VOTE IN ELECTIONS FOR A LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY wHICH wOUuLD CONTROL
THE ADMINISTRATION OF HONG KONG, FORMULATE ITS POLICIES AND PASS
ITS LAWS. BUT IF YOU PUT THIS IDEA TO THE CHINESE iN PEKING THEY
ARE NOT AT ALL ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT IT: IN FACT VERY MUCH THE
REVERSE. ANY IDEAS ALONG THESE LINES ARE FIRMLY REBUFFED AS NOT
BEING APPROPRIATE UNQUOTE. a2 o

B—

2, MOYLE TOLD A NUMBER OF OFFICIALS HERE THAT GIVEN THE LABOUR
PARTY'S TRADITIONAL INTEREST IN EXTENDING REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY
[N HONG KONG, ONE OF HIS AfMS IN PEKING HAD BEEN TQO SOUND QUT THE
CHINESE IN ORDER TO DISCOVER WHETHER THEIR REACTION WAS AS NEGATIVE
AS THE FCO AND THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT HAD ALWAYS REPRESENTED IT
LEVELS:

(A) WITH A JUNICOR CFFiCIAL WHO HAD SAID THAT THE WERE ONLY A FEW
YEARS TO GO BEFORE 1997 50 wHY BOTHER TO CHANGE

(3) WiTH A MIDDLE RANKING OFFICIAL, WHO HAD TAKEN THE LINE THAT
CHINESE AND WESTERN CONCEPTS OF DEMOCRACY WERE DIFFERENT: AND

(C) WITH ASSISTANT FOREIGN MINISTER ZHOU NAN WHO HAD SAID THAT
THE EXTENSION OF REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE,
AND THAT IF A FUTURE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WERE TO PURSUE THE IDEA
{T WOULD CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR SINO-BRITISH RELATIONS.
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