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AND TO IMMEDIATE HONG KONG

MiPTa FUTURE OF HONG KONG: REPLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S LETTER
TEXT READS AS FOLLOWS:

TO HER EXCELLENCY MRS MARGARET THATCHER.

RESPECTED PRIME MINISTER:

THAKK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF 10 MARCH 1983, IT REMINDED ME OF
THE MEMORABLE DAYS WHEN YOU V.SKTED CHINA N SEPTEMBER 1982,
AT WHICH TIME CHAIRMAN DENG XIAOPING AND I SEPARATELY HELD
PLEASANT MEETINGS WITH YOU I PEKING, APART FRCM OTHER QUESTIONS,
WE CONCENTRATED ON AN IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF HONG
KONG IN A FRIENDLY AND FRANK ATMOSPHERE.
2. YOU WilL RECALL THAT AT THAT TIME CHAIRMAN DENG X 1AOP:ING
AND 4 SET OUT ‘1N DETAIL THE CONSISTENT STAND QF QUR GOVERNMENT
NAMELY THAT THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA (HNCLUDING HONG KONG
ISLAND, KOWLOON AND THE NEW TERRITORIES) HAS ALWAYS BEEN
CHINESE TERRITORY, ‘T 1S (INDUBLTABLE THAT CHINA HAS [INHERENT
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KOHG AREA, DURIHNG OUR TALCS,
WwE ALSO TOLD YOU FORMALLY THAT THE TIME WAS NOW RIPE TO SOLYE
THE HONG KONG QUESTION, THAT CHINA WOULD RECOVER SOVEREIGNTY
OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA NO LATER THAN 1997 AND THAT THIS
WOULD MEAN THE RESTORATION OF THE EXERCISE OF THAT SOVERE(UGNTY
OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA, i ALSO MADE CLEAR TO YQU THAT THE
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT FOR THE SETTLE-
MENT OF THE HONG KONG QUESTION WAS TO RECOVER SOVEREIGNTY WHILE
MAINTAIMING PROSPERITY AND THAT THE TwO WERE J#DINISIBLE. ONCE

THE PREMISE OF THE RECOVERY OF SOYERELGNTY WAS SETTLED, CHIHA AND
BeaT AL FAN A TUEN CANTINUE TN FYOI NOF THE MIFSTION NF HOW TO




THE PREXISE OF THE RECOVERY OF SOVEREIGNTY WAS SETTLED, CHIMA AND
SRITAIN COULD THEN CONTINUE TO EXPLORE THE QUESTION OF HOW TO
MAINTAIN THE PROSPERITY AND STABILITY OF HONG KONG. BASED ON THE

ABOVE STAND, WE AGREED THAT BOTH SIDES SHOULD CONDUCT TALKS
THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS WITH THE COMMON AIM OF MAINTAIN-
iNG THE PROSPERITY AND STABILAITY OF HONG KONG,

3. REGRETTAGLLY, AFTER MORE THAN 51X MONTHS AND SEVERAL

CONTACTS BETWEEN THE CHINESE AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES

NO REAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOWS VERY WELL
WHERE LI1ES THE HUB OF THE PRO3LEM, MAKING CLEAR CHIMESE
SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA |S THE PREMI|SE

AKD 3ASIS FOR FURTHER TALKS,

4, ‘It HAYE CAREFULLY READ AND STUDIED YOUR LETTER. IN T YOU SAY
THAT YOU ATTACH THE H-/GHEST IMPORTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SINO=BR WT1SH RELATIONS AND YOU EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THROUGH
SINO=BRITISH COOPERATION THE HONG KONG QUESTION MAY BE SETTLED
AT AN EARLY DATE. li AGREE WITH THAT. :l: ALSO NOTE THAT IN YOUR
LETTER YOU HAYE GIVEN AN ASSURANCE THAT YCU ARE PREPARED AT

A CERTAUN STAGE TO RECOMMEND TO PARLJAMENT THAT SOVEREIGNTY OVER
THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA SHOULD REVERT TO CHINA, THE CHIMESE
COVERNMENT AGREES TO HOLD FORMAL TALKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,
WITH THE CCMMON Al OF MAINTAINING THE PROSPERITY AND

STAZILITY OF HONG KCNG, AMD THAT WE SHOULD START SUBSTANTIVE
DISCUSSIONS ON THE FORM OF TRAMSFEREMCE OF SOVEREIGNTH AS

WELL AS ON THE RELATED QUESTICNS OF HOW CHINA AND BRITAIN CAN
COOPERATE DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOQD BETWEEN MNOW AND 1997
AND AFTER 1537.

5. CHINA AND BRITAI'N ARE FRIENDLY COUNTRIES WHICH ENJOY GOOD
RELATIONS, THE HONG KONG QUESTION 1S AN ISSUE BETWEEN CHINA AND
BRITAIN LEFT OVER BY HdSTORY AND 1. BELIEVE THAT (T MUST AND

CAN BE RESOLVED THROUGH BILATERAL DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE CHINESE
AND BR:|TISH GOVERNMENTS, SETTLEMENT OF THE HONG KOMG QUESTION
COULD NOT ONLY ERASE THE HISTORICAL TRAUMA BUT GOULD ALSO GIVE
A TREMENDCUS MPETUS TO THE DEVELOPMENTY OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES!®
EXISTING GOOD RELATIONS, THI'S WOULD NOT ONLY BE IN CHINMA'S
INTEREST BUT ALSO N BRITAIN'S ANTEREST. OF COURSE THERE STILL
EXIST DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CHINA AND BRILTAIN ON CERTAIN ISSUES
OF PRINCIPLE, 3UT SPEAKING FOR THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT,

7« ARDENTLY HCPE THAT THROUGH THE COMMON EFFORTS OF BOTH SIDES
THESE DIFFERENCES MAY 'IN THE END 3E GRADUALLY NARROWED, LEADING
TO SMOOTH PROGRESS :IN THE TALKS AND A SAT.ISFACTORY SETTLEMENT OF
THE HONG KONG QUEST-ION.

6o '[N THIS SPIRKT I' PROPOSE THAT CHINESE AND BRITMSH REPRESEN=-
TATIWES SHOULD CONTAINUE TO MEET N PEKING TO DISCUSS THE AGENDA
FOR THE TALKS, THE COMPOSHTION OF DELEGATIONS AND OTHER RELATED
QUEST/IONS Il PREPARATION FOR AN EARLY START OF SUBSTANT:INE
NEGOTATiONS,

PREMIER OF THE STATE COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ZHAQ ZIYANG
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