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350: FUTURE

FAIRLY CLOSELY TO YQUR

3. ZHOU TOOK CAREFUL NOTE, PARTICULARLY OF THE SEMNTENCE

BEGINNING "'IT WOULD IN SE BE COMSTITUTIONALLY WRONG .eee'’
AND SA1D HE QUITE UNDERS HE ALSO SOUNDED RECEPTIVE TO THE
FOINT OM CONFIDENTIALITY,

k.'| WENT ON TO SAY TQAT THOUGH | SHOULD, OF COURSE KE TO
LUNCH WITH HI?‘. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCE SH ) HAVE: HEW
TO CONTRIBUTE TO A DISCUSSION. ZHOU S 1! TER OUR TALK
YESTERDAY HE HAD REPORTED TO YAO GUANG WITH THE SUGGESTION THAT
MY |NTERVIEW WITH YAO BE POSTPONED TO ALLOW
INFORMAL CONVERSATION. HE ASKED WHEN | THOUG - MOW DE
BLE TO PURSUE A DISCUSSION ON A PERSONAL BASIS.
HEXT WEEK. HE UNDERTOOK TO REPORT TO YAO GUARN
TELEPHONED ME TO SAY THAT THE FORMAL MEETING WOULD
44D THE LUNCH PUT OFF UNTIL SUCH TIME MEXT ¢
ZHOU NAN ANOTHER PERSOMAL DISCUSSION WOULD

COMMENT

5. | NOTED IN MY TELNO 518 THAT THE

HURRY TN GET SUBSTANTIVE TALKS GOING.

WITHOUT WAITING FOR THE RESPONSE 1| HAD

GIVE HIM WITHIN 48 HOURS, CONFIRMS

PRECISE REASOF REMAIN OBSCURE. | WOULD Gt THAT THE MINISTRY

IS UNDER PRESSURE TO SECURE AM EAR EEMENT TO BEGIN

HAV ING FAILED TO KEEP TO THE TIMETAL 8 E END

WHICH YAD GUANG PROPOSED WHEN HE I VERED ZHAD'S LETTER.

THAT TIMETAEBLE MAY HAVE N CONNEC W1TH THE NPC. ALTHOUGH

THE ANODYNE REFERENCE TO HONG KO! HAD'S OPENING STATEMENT
JUHE DID NOT COMVEY THE iM 510N 1 MUCH BUSIMESS ON

THE CHIMESE

™MID 1LMC L
DUR ING TEE




DOLLAR. CERTAIMLY THE
HOHG KONG SUCGESTS THAT
OF CO¥F | DEN F 59
I|MPORTANT . 2UT . SHOULD HOT LEAD US TO FORGET TH
CF POLITICAL JPPLSEL 00 ECONDMIC EACTORS IN TH
ERS' MIMDS. MOREOVER WE SHOULD R2E |LL-=ADVISED TO
COMFORT FROM IT AS LONG AS THE EVIDENCE CONTINUES TO
STAND WHAT
THAT

AGEHDA QUEST ION.
THAT THIS N B WITH VERY 3500# AFTER THE ELECTIOM
LINES SUGG M MY TELNOS 517 AND 51 AS YOU SAY INM
PARA 2, WE MU! i : THE PRESENT FAVOURABLE WIND. | AM
CONCERNED AB

HONG

CONSISTENT ONE
WITH DENG X1AQPING
PTEMBE! TALKS ABOUT ''HCW TO ENS
GOOD TRANSITIONAL PERIOD O EN YEARS AND WHAT WOULD
AFTER FIFTEEN YEARS''. WE ! ? THIS, AND
10 PROSPECT THAT THE
SUBJECT

FROM THE TALKS. MOREOVER, IT IS
LOGICALLY INESCAPABLE THAT, HAVIHG DISCUSSED ARRANG AFTER
1997, WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THE INTERVENING PEPI10D. THE NEUTRAL
WORDING DOES NOT PREJUDICE OUR POSITION IN ANY WAY, IT WOULD
DIFFEREST IF THE CHINESE WERE INSISTING ON A
"'HOW BRITAIN CAW COOPERATE WITH CHINA
PERIOD' ",

8. SECONDLY, AN EXPLICIT REFERENCE [N THIS CONTEXT TO THE REQUIRE-
MENT THAT THECARRANGEMEMNTS ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG
NG, WITH ; T JH SINCE IT 1S COVERED IN THE
GENERAL REFE 0 Mt THATCH 5 ITER. MOREQVER IT IS
IMCONCE | VABL H H H e WOULD ; IT. THE FORMAL
CHINESE POSI BOM WHICH THEY WILL NOT DIVE ?J_, IS THAT THE
TALXS ARE STR BETWEEN CHINA AND BRITAIN. IF YWERE TO
AGREED FORMULATIOHN
LKS wWOULD BE

OR MIGHT NEVER BEIN AT ALL,
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