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FUTURE GF HONG KONG

I TOOK ADVANTAGE OF AN INFORMAL DINNER WITH EXCO THIS EVENING
EEm———— @000 eseee————
TO CONFIRM THAT THE FOLLOWING FORMULA WAS ACCEPTABLE TO THEM.

2. QUOTE IN ORDER TO MEET THE WISH OF THE CHINESE S1DE FOR A
BROAD AGENDA COVERING THE WHOLE COURSE OF THE FORMAL TALKS, THE
BRITISH SIDE AGREE THAT, DURTNG THE COURSE OF THE TALKS, MATTERS
RELEVANT TO THE FUTURE OF HONG KONG SHOULD BE DISCUSSED, IN
PARTICULAR ALL THE SUBJECTS MENTIONED IN MRS THATCHER'S LETTER
AND PREMIER ZHAG'S LETTER. THESE WOULD INCLUDE ARRANGEMENTS FOR
HONG KONG AFTER-£29?, ARRANGEMENTS IN HONG KONG BETWEEN NOW AND
1997, AND MATTERS RELATING TO A TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY IN THAT
ORDER. BOTH SIDES AGREE THAT THIS AGENDA SHOULD REMAIN

CONF IDENT IAL. UNQUOTE.

3. IN ADDITION | CONFl@kED THAT IT WAS THE COUNCIL'S INDEPENDENT
VIEW THAT

(A) THE REFERENCE TO "TARRANGEMENTS IN HONG KONG BETWEEN NOW AND
1997'' WOULD NOT GIVE THE CHINESE ANY NEW STATUS OR RIGHT TO
INTERFERE BEFORE-1997, (PARA 3(1) OF MY TELWO 773).

(B) TO ATTEMPT TO WRITE IN A SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE
AREANGEHENTg,HAVIHG TO BE ACCEPTAGCLE TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG
WOUuLD LEAS'TO A FURTKJER WRANGLE WITH THE CHINESE TO WHOM THE
REFERENCE WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE. THEY BELIEVED THAT THE R

TO THE PRIME MINISTER 'S LETTER HAS A Si?FiCliﬂT ihEEGUARD UF QUR
POSITION,
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