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2. AS A CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEBATE ON THIRD COUNTRY
SYSTEMS AND ARMS CONTROL, WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING:

3. IT IS NOT SELF-EVIDENT THAT U. S. INTERESTS ARE
SERVED BY SUPPORTING FRENCH AND BRITISH DEMANDS THAT
THEIR SYSTEMS BE EXEMPT FROM ANY PARTICIPATION IN
NUCLEAR REDUCTIONS

4. INDEED, THAT COULD LIMIT OUR FLEXIBILITY IN START
CAST DOUBT ON THE SERIOUSNESS OF OUR ARMS CONTROL
PROPOSALS, AND COST US AND EUROPEAN PUBLIC SUPPORT
INSOFAR AS OUR POSITIONS IN START AND INF HAVE ATTRACTED
PUBLIC SUPPORT, IT IS LARGELY_BECALISE WE SUPPORT NUCLEAR
REDUCTIONS. WE HAVE CONVINCED PUBLICS OF THAT CASE

BUT BRITISH WARHEADS (AND FRENCH AS WELL) ARE LIKELY

TO INCREASE EIGHT-FOLD OVER THE NEXT DECADE. TO MAINTAIN
THAT THOSE ARSENALS HAVE NO REPEAT NO IMPACT ON THE EAST
WEST BALANCE -- AND NONE ON THE LOGIC OF OUR START
POSITION -- SEEMS TO US INTELLECTUALLY SUSPECT AND
THEREFORE PROBABLY UNSUSTAINABLE, EITHER PUBLICLY OR

IN GENEVA.

5. MOREOVER -- FOR ALL MRS. THATCHER’ S TALK OF A
"MINIMUM DETERRENT" -- THE EIGHT-FOLD BRITISH INCREASE
REFLECTS NEITHER MEASURABLE REQUIREMENTS NOR CONSIDERED
STRATEGIC DOCTRINE. IN FACT, THE BRITISH HAVE NO
DOCTRINE FOR THE INDEPENDENT DETERRENT (REFTEL B) AND
HAVE SAID PUBLICLY THAT THEY DON’' T NEED ALL TRIDENT' S
CAPACITY. NOR DO THE PRECISE WARHEAD NUMBERS NOW PL ANNED
HAVE ANY PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE FOR US. THERE IS ROOM
HERE FOR MANEUVER

6. THE TIME MAY COME WHEN MANEUVERING ROOM IS NEEDED. AN
EVENTUAL BRITISH PLEDGE OF START-RELATED REDUCTIONS COULD
FOR EXAMPLE, BE USEFUL IN DEFUSING SOVIETS ARGUMENTS IN
INF. REDEEMING SUCH A PLEDGE MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE THE

KEY TO AGREEMENT IN START.

T IN SUM, WE SHOULD GIVE THE BRITISH AND FRENCH EVERY
ASSURANCE THAT THEIR SYSTEMS WILL BE KEPT OUT OF INF TALKS.
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A SOVIET PLOY WHICH STRIKES AT THE
WAR COMPROMISE ON NUCLEAR DETERRENCE. BUT
T OF CATEGORICAL ASSURANCES
LL HAVE NO ROLE IN ARMS CONTROL; FOR
3E THE CASE.
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