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HONG KONG: Pi DALY COMMENTATOR ON MR LUCE'S

i. PEOPLE'S DALY Of CT( ! CARRIES AN ARTICLE ON PAGE 2 BY

A '"'COMMENTATO U HE PAPER ENT ED ''COME OFF 1iT MR LUCE'",
IT N

FT. A SUMMARY
OF

2. THE ARTICLE STATES
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RICTED
ONTROL, THE BR-FTLSH SIDE ADVO-
NTY FOR ADMINISTRATION. THE
WERE US-ING DA TO PUT PRESSURE ON CHINA. THE
ERNMENT AND PEOPLE COULD NOT ACCEPT THAT TYPE OF

BR:I-TIISH PRESS, AND HAD TO REFUTE T.

LU OF CONDUCTING ' 'MEGAPHONE D:I®-
LOMACY "', WOULD HE N DM | MISTAKEN ARGUMENT
{N THE BRIT.SH PRESS WAS THE BRITISH SITION I'N THE TALKS? MR
LUCE'S ATTLTUDE WAS NOT A RESPONSIBLE ONE. HE SHOULD ALSO REMEMBER
THAT THE GOVERNOR OF HONG KONG, WHO WAS TAKING PART :IIN THE TALKS
AS A MEMBER OF THE BRIT:ISH DELEGAT.'ON AND WAS THEZREFORE ANSWER-
ABLE TO THE BRT/ISH GOVERNMENT, REGULARLY BRIEFED MEMBERS OF
HONG KONG'S EXECUT:IvE COUNCIL ON THE PROGRESS OF THE TALKS.
WHO :IN FACT WAS BREACHING CONF/IDENT HALITY AND PUBLYCHS-ING THE
CONTENT OF THE TALKS? LY
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5. MR LUCE HAD SA!D THAT «T WAS UNHELPFUL TO SET A TIME

LAMIT FOR THE TALKS. TO SAY THIS COULD NOT BUT BR«4NG I'N THE
QUESTION OF THE VERY NATURE OF THE TALKS. THE FACT WAS THAT CHINA
HAD A RIGHT TO RECOVER SOVERE:{GNTY AND ADMINISTRATION OVER TS
SACRED TERRITORY AT ANY TIME. N VicEW PRINGIPALLY OF THE FREENDLY
RELATIONS BETWEEN BRTALN AND CHINA, CHINA WAS WILLING TO SOLVE
THE HONG KONG QUEST:ION THROUGH NEGOTHATION. BUT THIS DID NOT MEAN
THERE WAS ANY ROQM FOR BARGAINING OVER THE MATTER OF SOVEREUGNTY.
F THE BRITHSH VIEWED CHINA'S S:ANCERE AND COOPERATHNE ATTITUDE
TOWARDS SOLV.ING THE HONG KONG QUESTION -IN AN APPROPRIATE MANNER
AS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS THAT COULD BE EXPLOWTED, AND SO OBST-
UNATELY HELD TO THEBR MISTAKEN POSITION, THEN

NATURALLY CHINA COULD NOT WAIT FOR A LONG TAME, FAR LESS MNDEF-
ANLTELY. SHE WOULD HAVE NO ALTERNATAVE BUT TO ANNOUNCE CLEARLY
HER OWN POLACIES TOWARDS HONG KONG AT A SUMITABLE MOMENT.

6. s ASSUING VARIOUS THREATS ABOUT THE EVENTUALYTY OF A FAJLURE
{N THE TALKS, MR LUCE HAD CLEARLY UNDERESTIMATED THE DETERMIN=-
ATION OF THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND PEQPLE TO RECOVER SOVEREUGNT
AND ADMINISTRAT.ION OVER HONG KONG., HE HAD ALSO EXPOSED THE BRTHSH
-1thNT|ON TO CONT:INUE OCCUPY.ING T RY. MR LUCE SHOULD

STAND THE THREATS S NOT HAVE THE LEAST

¥ THE TALKS Al AK DOWN BECAUSE OF
IN MAINTAINING o ON AL} ND, THEN RESPONSIBILITY
ALL THE CONSEQUEN OULD R H THE BRJIT.I'SH GOVERNMENT.
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7. MR LUCE HAD WAVED THE BANNER OF HONG KONG OP|NJON. HE HAD
ATTEMPTED 7O SUGGEST THAT WHAT WAS A BJLATERAL MATTER SHOULD

BE A TRIANGULAR ONE BETWEEN CHINA, BRITAJN AND HONG KONG.

HOW COULD THIS BE WHEN THE FACT WAS THAT BRITAIN HAD OCCUP|ED
CHINA'S TERRLETORY? /if BRITAIN REALLY WISHED TO ''FULFAL :ITS
COMMITMENT'*® TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG, /T SHOULD ADOPT

A COOPERATINE ATTWTUDE TOWARDS THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND HAND
BACK HONG KONG TO THE MOTHERLAND AS SOCN AS POSSIBLE. 98 PER CENT
OF HONG KONG'S POPULATHON WERE CHINESE. BRITAIN HAD NO RIGHT TO
REPRESENT THEM. HONG KONG' S CHINESE RESIDENTS RECOGNISED THIS

WHEN MR LUCE AND CERTAdN PAPERS UNDER BR:AT:LSH .INFLUENCE TALKED

OF ''PUBLIC OP:INION'' THEY OVERLOOKED ONE FACT: ONE BILLION
CHINESE PEOPLE, 'INCLUDENG 5 MILL:PON COMPATRIQTS IN HONG KONG,
F{RMLY DEMANDED THE RETURN OF HONG KONG TO CHINA. ATTEMPTS TO usé
'TPUBLIC OP:NION'' TO EXERT PRESSURE ON CHINA OR OBSTRUCT HER
RESUMPTON OF SOVERE:(GNTY WERE UTTERLY FUTILE.

8. THE TALKS WOULD BE CONTINU.ING. MR LUCE HAD SAYD THAT

BRATAIN WAS ''ALREADY LOOK:ING TO THE FUTURE''. CHINA HOPED

THAT THE BRiTiSH GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT S:#MPLY LET THEIR EYES

REST ON THER OWN ''AqMS'', BUT WOULD TAKE A

BROAD, LONG-TERM VeEW. THEY SHOULD RECOGNISE THE TIDE OF HISTORY,
ADOPT A SINCERE AND COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE AND, THROUGH FRIENDLY
TALKS , BR:BNG ABOUT A SPEEDY AND SATISFACTORY SOLUTHON TO THE
MATTER OF RETURNING HONG KONG TO CHINA, THEREBY PROMOTHNG THE
DEVELOPMENT OF FRIENDLY RELATHONS BETWEEN THE TwO

COUNTRIES. THIS ALONE WAS TRULY CONSISTENT WITH BRUTAIN'S INTEREST.

9. SEE MIFT.

CLARK
FUTURE OF EONG KONG COPIES TO
LIMITED SIR IAN SINCLAIR LEGAL ADVISER
D MR BURROWS LEGAL ADVISER
HD/FED MR ROBERTS  NEWS D
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FROM PEKING 06091-Z OCT 83

TO {IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 992 OF 6/10/83

REPEATED FOR NFO TO :IMMEDIATE HONG KCNG

MIPT: " COMMENT

i. THIS COMMENTATOR PLECE, WH:CH CONTAMNS EVEN MORE EMOTIWE

AND ViliTRIOL:C LANGUAGE THAN YESTERDAY NCNA COMMENTARY, S YET

A FHRTHER PROPAGANDA ESCALATHON. A PEOPLE'S DALY COMMENTATOR ‘IS
USUALLY A SENUSOR PARTY FGURE 'WN THE PEOPLE'S DALY éSTABLISHMENT:
ON THLS OCCASHON THERE CAN BE L TTLE DOUBT THAT THE PECE

WAS AUTHORIWZED AT A HdGH LEVEL.

2. MOST OF THE POIWNTS :IN THE COMMENTARY ARE FAMBLIAR, THOUGH SOME
ARE EXPRESSED MORE STRONGLY THAN BEFORE. THERE ‘1§ HOWEVER, FOR
THE FRST TIME N THE PUBL-KC MED:IA, A VERY CLEAR THREAT THAT
CHINESE PATHLENCE kS NOT «NFEN'ITE: THUS STRENGTHENS OUR SUSPICION
THAT THE CHWNESE ARE PREPARMNG PUBLIC OP::N.JON HERE FOR

A POSS#:BLE BREAKDOWN :IN THE TALKS -/ THE BR{TSH DO NOT MOVE.
THIS SUSPICION 1§ FURTHER STRENGTHENED BY THE STATEMENT THAT

THE BRITUSH GOVERNMENT MUST TAKE ALL THE RESPONSHBILATY (¥ THE
TALKS FAIQL.

COPIES TO

SIR IAN SINCIATR LEGAL ADVISER
MR BURROWS LEGAL ADVISER
MR ROEERTS  NEWS D

MR MARTIN ASSESSMENTS STAFF
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FM HONG KONG 061005Z OCT 83

TO WMMED:IATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1487 OF 6 OCTOBER

'WNFO (MMEDPATE PEKUNG ROUTINE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT OFF-(CE LONDCN

GENEVA BRUSSELS

{FOR HONG KONG GOVERNMEMNT REPRESENTATIVES) WASHINGTON NEW YORK tii;;/
(e

FUTURE OF HONG KONG: PRESS COVERAGE .
1. ALL SECT:ONS OF THE PRESS GAVE SXTENSHVE AND WIDESPREAD COVERAGE
TO THE GOVERNOR'S LEGCO ADDRESS YESTERDAY. THIS WAS GENERALLY
FAVOURABLY RECEMWVED, WWTH MOST PAPSRS NOTHNG THAT THE SEARCH FOR

A SETTLEMENT OF HONG KONG'S FUTURE WAS THE MOST AMPORTANT ‘[SSUE.
THERE WAS SOME CRITHCHSM, NOTABLY 4N THE COMMUNAST PRESS, THAT THE
SPEECH FAILED TO ELABORATE MEASURES TO BOLSTER THE HONG KOWG

DOLLAR (SEE PARA 3 BELOW).

2. AMONGST THE EDITORBALS N THE {NDEPENDENT PRESS, MING FAOQ,

SiNG TAQ, WAH Kidi YAT PO AND THE EXPRESS ALL COMMENTED THAT A
POSHTAVE AND OPTMSTHC ATTWTUDE HAD BEEN TAKEN TWOARDS LONG=TERM
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. TH#S WAS A MARK OF THE GOVERNHMENT'S CONF IDENCE
AND SHOULD MELP TO SET THE PUBLIC'S HEART AT EASE. FUNANCIAL DALY
SALD THAT PENDING AN AGREEMENT 'IN THE S4NO/BRITISH TALKS T WAS
HIPORTANT FOR LOCAL RESLDENTS TO KESP THE(R NERVE. WHILST GENERALLY
WELCOMUNG THE ADDRESS, THE ECONOMIC JOURNAL SAUD THAT

THE PUBLMC HAD HOPED FOR RATHER MORE QUOTE DMRECTION UNGUOTE.

3« TA KUNG PAQ AND WEN PO (COMMUNAST) EMPHASHSED N THEIR
HEADLWNES THAT THE GOVERNOR HAD NOT AMNOUNCED MEASURES TO SHORE UuP
THE HONG KONG DOLLAR. WEN WE{s PO SA4D THAT ALTHOUGH AN EXPORT-LED
RECOVERY WAS UNDERWAY, THE WEAK DOLLAR WOULD FORCE UP THE RATE oF
INFLAT:LON . BN 4TS EDLTORBAL, TA KUKG PAQ SAD THAT MEASURES SHOULD
BE ANNOUNCED SOCN TO CURB QUOTE SPECULATHON UNQUOTE AND ADDED THAT
THE GOVERNMENT APPARSNTLY LACKED THE DETERMINATHOM TO INTRODUCE
SUCH MEASURES. NOTANG THE PRIQRHTY GVEN TO THE SEARCH FOR A
SETTLEMENT ON HONG KONG'S FUTURE, THE EDTORBAL MAPNTAYNED THAT THE
BGGEST STUMBLHNG BLOCK WAS BRATAWN'S QUOTE HARDENED ATT-LTUDE
UNQUOTE., '
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4, THE (WNDEPENDENT (BUT NOT C
DEMNEAL BY A CHINA RESOURCES
DECH.DED TO SETTLE ACCOUNTS

OOLLARS <N TRADING W:tTH HONG KONG.
RAGHT=WING KUNG SHEUNG DAILY HNEWS
HAD TOLD MALAYS.WAN :IMPORTERS TO

HADDON=-CAVE

FUTURE OF HONG EONG COPIES TO

LIMITED SIR IAN SINCLAIR LEGAL ADVISER
ED/HED MR BURROWS LEGAL ADVISER

HD/FED MR ROBERTS  NEWS D
HD/FLANNING STAFF MR MARTIN ASSESSMENTS STAFF

s : CABINET OFFICE

PS/LADY YOUNG MR FLOWER PUSD
gg%swﬁ __MB COLES NO 10 DOWNING STREET
SIR J BULLARD SIR A PARSONS NO 10 DOWNING STREET
MR GIFFARD MR WAIXER RESEARCE D OAB 2/82

MR DONALD

MR WRIGHT
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