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MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN

DEAR ROW,
THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE ABOUT THE LEBANON RECE|VED
EARLY THiS MORNING.

IT WAS IN AN EFFORT TO MEET YOUR CONCERNS THAT WE
MADE CLEAR IN PUBLIC THAT WE WERE REDEPLOYiNG OUR CONTINGENT
TO RFA RELIANT UNTIL THE SITUATION BECAME CLEARER. BUT THE
LOGiSTiCAL PROBLEMS OF KEEPiNG OUR TROOPS THERE FOR ANY
LENGTH OF TIiME ARE SEVERE, NOT LEAST BECAUSE WE MAY NEED
SPACE ON BOARD THiS SHiP FOR BRITISH CITIiZENS WHO ARE
EVACUATED FROM BEIRUT. IT iS THEREFORE POSSIBLE THAT WE SHALL
HAVE TO REDEPLOY THE BULK OF OUR MNF CONTINGENT FURTHER
AFIELD TO CYPRUS. BUT iF WE DO THIiS WE EXPECT T0
LEAVE SOME OF THE CONTINGENT ON BOARD. WE WiLL MAKE NO
ANNOUNCEMENT OF PERMANENT WiTHDRAWAL WITHOUT FURTHER
CONSULTATIONS WiTH YOU.

WE UNDERSTAND THE EXTREMELY DIiFF|CULT SITUATION WITH

WHICH YOU ARE NOW FACED. iN PARTICULAR, | CAN SEE wHY YOU

HAVE HAD TO GIVE YOUR MIiLITARY COMMANDERS DISCRETION TO

RETURN FIRE AGAINST SYRIAN CONTROLLED AREAS. BUT | BELIEVE
THAT ANY FORCE USED BY OUR COUNTRIES |N THE

LEBANON SHOULD BE CLEARLY LIiMITED TO THE NEEDS OF SELF~
DEFENCE. ANY REPETITION OF THE PATTERN AND SCALE OF SHELLING
BY THE WNEW JERSEY THAT OCCURRED YESTERDAY COULD | FEAR INCREASE
THE VIOLENCE WHICH GRiPS BEJRUT. iT WOULD PUT AT RiSK CURRENT
PLANS TO EVACUATE WESTERN NATIONALS AND iNCREASE THE THREAT

TO THE REMAINING MNF CONTINGENTS AND TO BRITIiSH AND

AMERICAN STAFF WORKIiNG iN THE BRITiSH EMBASSY, DRUZE

LEADERS HAVE ALREADY APPROACHED US TO POINT OQUT THE
CONSEQUENCES WHICH MjGHT FOLLOW iF CASUALTIES CONT INUE

TO BE INFLIiCTED ON THEIR PEOPLE. THEY WOULD FiND iT MUCH

MORE DIFFICULT TO RESTRAIN THEiR FOLLOWERS FROM ATTACKING
WESTERN TARGETS IN BEIRUT WHiCH HAVE SO FAR BEEN LEFT RELATIVELY
UNSCATHED IN THE RECENT FiGHTING. THE POLITICAL EFFECTS ON
GAMAYEL'S ALREADY WEAKENED POSiTiON AND HENCE ON THE PROSPECTS
FOR AVOIiDiNG THE PARTITION OF LEBANON COULD ALSO BE SERIOUS. i
HOPE, THEREFORE, THAT YOU WiLL URGENTLY CONSIDER ORDERING

YOUR COMMANDERS TO USE THEIR DIiSCRETION WITH THE uTMOST
RESTRAINT.

WITH BEST WIiSHES
YOURS EVER
MARGARE




