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FROM CABINET OFFICE

TO JHITEHOU5E

BT

TOPSECRET

MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN

DEAR PON,
THANK YOu FOP YOUR MESSAGE ABOUT THE LEBANON RECEIVEDEARLY THES MORNING.

IT WAS IN AN EFFORT TO MEET YOUR CONCERNS THAT wEMADE CLEAR IN PUBLIC THAT WE wERE REDEPLOYING OuP CONTINGENTTO REA RELIANT UNTIL THE SITUATION BECAME CLEARER. BUT THELOGISTICAL PROBLEMS OF KEEPENG OuP TROOPS THERE FOP ANYLENGTH OF TINE ARE SEvERE, NOT LEAST BECAUSE wE MAY NEEDSPACE ON BOARD THES SHIP FOP BRITISH CITIZENS WHO AREEVACUATED FROM BEiRuT. IT iS THEREFORE POSSIBLE THAT wE SHALLHAVE TO REDEPLOY THE BULK OF OUR MNF CONTINGENT FURTHERAFIELD TO CYPRuS. BuT EF wE DO THIS wE EXPECT TO
LEAVE SOME OF THE CONTINGENT ON BOARD. WE WILL MAKE NOANNOUNCEMENT OF REMANENT WITHDRAwAL WiTHOuT FURTHER
CONSULTATIONS wITH YOU.

citatt.

wE UNDERSTAND THE ExTREMELY DIFFECULT SITUATION wiTHWHICH YOU APE NOw FACED. iN PARTICULAR, I CAN SEE WHY YOUHAVE HAD TO GIvE YOUR MILITARY COMMANDERS DISCRETION TORETURN FIRE AGAINST SYRIAN CONTROLLED AREAS. BUT I BELIEVETHAT ANy FORCE uSED BY OuR COUNTRIES IN THE
LEBANON SHOULD BE CLEARLY LiMITED TO THE NEEDS OF CELE—DEFENCE. ANY REPETITION OF THE PATTERN AND SCALE OF sHELLiNCEY THE NEW JERSEY THAT OCCURRED YESTERDAY COULD I FEAR INCREASETHE VIOLENCE wHICH GRIPS BEiRuT. iT wOULD PuT AT RISK CURRENTPLANS TO EvACUATE wESTERN NATEONALS AND INCREASE THE THREATTO THE REMAINING NNE CONTINGENTS AND TO BRITISH ANDAMERICAN STAFF wORKING iN THE BRETESH EMBASSY. BRUCELEADERS HAVE ALREADY APPROACHED uS TO POINT OuT THECONSEQUENCES wHICH MEGHT FOLLOw iF CASUALTIES CONTINUETO BE INFLECTED ON THEIR PEOPLE. THEY WOULD FEND IT MUCHMOPE DIFFICULT TO RESTRAIN THEEP FOLLOwERS FROM ATTACKiNCwESTLRN TARGETS IN BEIRUT wHiCH HAvE SO FAR BEEN LEFT RELATIVELYuNSCATHED IN THE RECENT FIGHTING. THE POLITICAL EFFECTS ONGAMAYEL'S ALREADY vEAKENED POSITION AND HENCE ON THE PROsPDcTsFOR AVOIDING THE PARTITION OF LEBANON COULD ALSO BE SERIOUS. iHOPE, THEREFORE, THAT YOU WELL URGENTLY CONSIDER oRDERENCYOUR COMMANDERS TO uSE THEIR DEOCRETION wITH THE uTMOcTRESTRAINT.

WITH 7EST WISHES
yOuPS EVER
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