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ank you for your letter of 7 March about your

rec nt visit to London. It was a groat pleasure to see

you .again.

I have considcred most caretuily your stion That

you 'iould almond Cummonvealth Heads of Cooeufl ont Meetings

as an observer. But having looked at all the precedc its

and the imrlicamicns. I have come most ieluctantly, lo

the conclusion that we shall not ie able to secure the

Co- ealth's agreoment to this. B,y long-standing cen\onmiom.


attendance at such neetings is limited to the Heads of

Go\ernment of independent sovereign member states of the

Commonvealth (Foreign .iinisters uarticipate either as nembers

of their Heads of Government's dele,gation or when deputising

for them). Tarlier reouests for attendance from territories

vbich have not achieved full independonce have been turned

down. I am afraid that there wciuld be a similar response to


yo',241' run sugestion and in t hose circumstances I think it

better not to make the request. I am so sorry - because I


have much sympathy vita your wish.

This does not, of course, exclude the possibility of

Bermudan representatives attending other Commonwealth meetings

as mombers of 111e United Kingdom deleation. s you will

/ know



te; ai r-cent

Finance nnisters meelins. We -innfl hap u(e,u

this arrangement in future if you let us know well in n,i,;:n

I look forward to talking with you again in conneytien

with the inauguration of the new Cable and l';ireless hart!:

Station on 30 April.

  • 

The Honourable J. W. Swan, J.P.,


