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Aditiona7 Each-round

There r.11-e 40(4) cits workinp normolly this Illornin; 6(2) turninil
so7.2e coal; 5(1) with soe uen, and 117 idle. Pipures in brackets
refer to pits on holiday that would other:;ise be e:rected to be

in these catecories.

Bi7ston Glen produced coal yesteray but 7:i17 not do so today.
33 uen are workinp in addition to the safety cover teaT, but they
ore securinc coal faces in readiness for the pit's 3 week annual

holidey which bepins: next ':7eek. SO cickets from DurhalL, inc7udind
w=en, atteted to take over the cit this ulorninp but were either
arrested or reroved by colice.

Tn 7:0—th :,erbyehire the attondonce is fair7y stab7e: 217 men at
Eolscver and 84 at F:h4relreo17- — both pits are coucinn. sod-le coal.

i:;arsoc hs 22 aien, and 7:='.r-ih!7-' Park 6. There are'around

FOC 7Dcil-Pt--, at the 5 7ilts,the uaerity at Shrebrook.

1:7Lsewhere oichetin'r is farly lipht, the one ercetion bein,7 130

at Tarsiae (Iancash4re) there hove been 5 arrests.

The Pits not on holiday 4n Staff'ordshire once .aJ-tain have record
attendances Cleo Hall, Itttleton,  ',Isdoes Point of Ayr in

The Hiph Court on Tuesday declared in favour of 3 Iancashire :Liners

frtm Ar-ecroft colliery, and feund that the Strk= in loncashire
cculd not be :mode :..ithcout a ballot and that the union

coulf' not take diacipllinary action ar:f,Thst men who continued to
work.

2heHOP has dishdiosed miners fram detteshorper, 7-ilinstone and
twe77 collieries who were involvei in occuatione of the 'pits;

45 men in all have been c.fe7:jssts':,.

:70 4ron ore trains :doved into Il-nwern steel -:crlis jestery and
-it is not capected that any will pet in today althow.h 5 are

scheduled. The :722: have c-lair:_ed that .L.SITE hove apreed act to E:ove
are into .7avon:aoraip frou noon today.



Current Situation

44 pits are working normally and 14 partially. An increasing

number of miners are returning to work in several areas. Coal

stocks remain sufficient for several months.

General Line to Take

The issues in this strike are clear.

It is about whether the future of coal lies in subsidies

or in sales.

It is about whether the future of the coal industry lies

in the productivity of its own workers or taxation paid

by others.

The Opposition knew that when they were in Government; that is

why Plan for Coal envisaged the closure of uneconomic pits. The

economic reality remains the same; only the Opposition has

changed to suit their political convenience.

Will you now intervene ap oint a Court of Inquiry or a go-between?

The only way to a prosperous future for the coal industry lies

in co-operation between management and workforce. It is they -

not any arbitrator or go-between - who have to work together in

the future and it is they who must find a solution which will

provide for a prosperous and profitable future. The National Coal

Board have made it clear they are willing to sit down as a matter

of urgency with all the unions to discuss a revision of Plan for

/Coal



Coal. To of the three unions are wiliin to do SO;

of the membership of the NUM are prepared to do so. I call

on the leadership of the NUM to accept that invitation.

Civil Action 


The Government's position on this matter is quite clear and has

not changed. As I said on 4 June and again in the House last

week the Government will not stand in the way of any nationalised

board which seeks a legal remedy. But regardless of whether civil

remedies are sought, society has a right and the duty to protect

itself from mob rule.

Effect on Steel

Steel workers know all about the effect of strikes on customers

and the effect on jobs of losing customers. British Steel itself

uses over 4 million tonnes of NCB coal in a year. Why is the

Opposition supporting the leadership of the NUM in their attack

on steelworkers'jobs?

Cost of the Dispute: a Billion Pound Strike?

The figures which have been quoted in the press are entirely

speculative. In any event, the once and for all public expenditure

cost of the current dispute is small by comparison with the

continuing cost of failing to tackle the coal industry's under-

lying problems. Huge subsidies from the taxpayer, which last year

totalled £130 per miner, per week, would be required year after year.
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Pits at Risk 


I can confirm that as Mr. MacGregor has pointed out in his letter

to miners, many pits are in danger as a result of this strike.

Faces at Rossington, Bold and Tilmanstone have already been lost.


