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PRIME MINISTER

JACK PEEL'S VIEWS ON THE COAL STRIKE

Jack Peel has now written, as promised, offering his

services as a mediator in the coal dispute and setting out

his views on how it should be handled.

On the first, I do not think you shoula encourage him.

After Wednesday it is likely to be clear that a mediator has

little to  contribute .  To bring in someone else at this

stage, in a public way, particularly if it were known that

he had your backing, would be quite inconsistent with the

Government objective of detaching ordinary miners from their

leadership. There is nothing to stop Mr. Peel from offering

his services privately but what I think he is angling for is

your endorsement.
-

On handling, he argues that the Government and the NCB

have missed a trick by not invoking the civil law. With

hindsight he might be right. If we had known how solid the

working miners would be, how much coal could be moved by

road and how long the striking miners would hold out we

might have come to a different judgement some weeks ago.

But that is water under the bridge and the likelihood of

civil action is now much greater, particularly if the dock

strike is not settled soon. Do you think Mr. Peel's ideas

are sufficiently distinctive to merit a meeting with you?

Or do you wish to write thanking him for his ideas but

discouraging the offer of mediation?

17 Jul , 1984
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