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“Scargill’s challenge to us all

The conditions were therefore
Peter Walker, Energy e han Yt could. e w0
Secretary, dgfends the  resun, Mr Scargill kmew thr, if he
Government’s policy =~ et 2 ballot the miners would

eoalandurges * successive time. They would recog-

on - time. 1 e

Labour and the TUC 7% 00 G320k viere political

to denounce a dispute . - miner. i
Being described as a moderate in

whose clear aim Bricah poliis s sometimes ssock
i i ition. - ated by those who are critical of such
is the lmP?s.lnon positzyns as being weak. But in this
of arepressive. . .. strugle i i the duty of all who wish
.o o to

political system behis Lo pbensdl speri el
¢ : ¢ ; &y use of violence, intimidation and the
failure to tell the truth. Remember  imposition of industrial chaos, for
the purpose of impesing a political

msyst_em that only a smaill minority

It has been' argued in the past |
months, and w‘ltlha be tta!rguegl until
sanity prevails, t there is very |
considerable mfﬁmtglciaéllzp and in
economic terms, for this dispute to
continue. But it is nothing like the

- economic, political and social cost of
allowing all pits, no matter how
uneconomic, no matter how high the
cost of producing coal from them, to
be kept in production for eternity. It
is a demand that no Labour
government of 2ay government

“ throughout the history of the coal
mining industry could, or ever

" But Mr Scargill was out to make a
totally unreasonable demand, know-
ing that it could never be accepted
and hoping that, with the help of the
.mob, he could keep the ipdustxjial
action going and keep imposing
damage. -

There is no way that Mr Scargill
can, will or should win this battle.
Those many miners who wish to
take advantage of the early retire-
ment or voluntary redundancy
provisions will be able to do so.
Those mines that have no contri-
bution to make to a successful
mining industry will close. As the
dispute continues, many pits that
would be viable will, for geologicai
_reasons ciose. When the dispute
ends, many more miners will desire
- retirement” and  voluntary
undancy programme than when
it started. They will know there will
be fewer industrial firms willing to
convesnt 1o coal. They will know that
many mining communities are more
divided and ang-iethan ever before.
All that will Mr Scargill’s
contribution to the mining com-
munity. L
It is time for the Labour Party, if
itis;oin;tolurviveuapany
believing in parliamentary democ-
racy, to denounce both the political
objectives and the violence. It is
time for the TUC, having declared
that peaceful picketing consists of
sixmennafactorygateverbally.
trying to persuade people to support
their view-point, to condemn the
violence and the mobs that have
been mobilized to try to prevent
enterprise . men who have voted 1o go to work
company, financed by the Natonal | from doing so. It is time that there
Coal Board, has been created to was 8 national spirit, cutting across
provide advice, accommodation if party bo 1
necessary, and finance to get new parhiamentary democracy prevails.
enterprises into the local communi- This is not a mining dispute. It is a
tes. challenge to British democracy, and
And, despite the industry’s losses, hence to the British peopie.
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