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You will have seen the article by Duncan Campbell
in today's New Statesman.

2. This article has been quickly examined by MOD staff,
in consultation with the FCO. Much of it is made up of
clever editing, in the Campbell style, of existing public
material drawn from a variety of sources some of which he
acknowledges, supplemented by the two documents which were
sent by Mr. Ponting to Mr. Dalyell (it is interesting that
the second page of one of them did not appear to find its
way to Duncan Campbell). But there are two areas where it
appears that Campbell has had access to new material or oral
reports based on new material:- —

a. the minute of 1lst May 1982 from the
Foreign Secretary (not the Attorney General and
the Foreign Secretary as Campbell alleges);

b. part or all of two notes on military options,
which were available in MOD, one on a very restricted
distribution.

3 e Campbell also makes great play about Polaris movements.
We have not found any basis for his assertions and therefore
no relevant documents. There is no evidence of Polaris
deployments to Ascension and this has been confirmed today
by Lord Lewin.

4, In the course of considering the replies to the series

of BELGRANO questions this Spring, my Secretary of State called
for a comprehensive report, which necessarily drew on very
highly classified material and papers which had had a very
restricted circulation, such as the minute in paragraph 2 a.

above. Mr. Ponting prepared this report.
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9 The preliminary conclusion which we draw is that
some material (or the contents thereof) has been leaked

to Campbell in addition to that contained in the two
documents already leaked and that Ponting would, from his
knowledge, have been in a position to do this for at least
some if not all of the information in the article.

6. You may agree that this should call for further Police
investigation. If you do, I see merit in the same MDP police
officers carrying this out because they are now well immersed
in the material and could I suggest be quickly effective.

I would therefore inform the Chief Constable MDP that we
considered the article contained prima facie leaks which we
wish him to investigate.

There are two other aspects arising from the article:-

a. The verbatim reproduction of the Confidential
minute by Head of DS11. You will presumably be
considering this aspect.

-

b. What is now said publicly. Campbell carefully
avoids any reference to Ponting. On the allegations
about the BELGRANO, the No.1l0 position last night was
"No comment!".

One possible line would be to say that the question is to be
the subject of further consideration by the Foreign Affairs
Select Committee, but my Minister of State does not consider
this could be held indefinitely. A more tenable line is to
say that the article is the subject of police inquiries, but
this could alert Ponting and Campbell. Our view is that we
should try to hold the "No comment'" line for 48 hours possibly
amplified by the reference to the Prime Minister's letter

of 4th April to Mr. Denzil Davies and then see where we stand
in the light of the further investigations, when it could be
-that we can fall back on a sub judice position.

8. Copies to Antony Acland, John Jones, Peter Le Cheminant,
Robin Butler and (for his return) Robert Armstrong.
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