
CONFIDENTIAL

Public 0 inion Back round Note 53

(Produced 2nd September 1984)

iivIRODUCTIOli

The interviewin. ror our latest Gallup 'tracking' study was conducted from 22nd to 27th August.
Since late June each of our weekly tracking studies has seen a change in the party leading in
the polls. The latest study found a 21% Lupour lead over the Conservatives compared with a
1% Conservative lead over Labour in tne previous study conducted from 15th to 20th August.
These results can De compared with the findings from the last published opinion poll -
Evening Standard (29th August) - which found the Labour and Conservative parties 'neck and neck'
2iuxi found Doth parties wita 392 of the electorate claiming they would vote for them - this
compares with 3511 claiming they would vote Conservative in our latest study and 38% Labour.

Details of the trend of support for the parties taken from our Gallup weekly studies are shown
in the table in Section 2.

Votin- Intention

The two tables below show voting intention when 'don't knows' have been excluded (the
conventional way of presenting opinion research figures) and when don't knows are
shown as a separate category.

(a) Votin- intention (excludin- don't Knows) - all fic,ures are percenta es

	

Con Lab Lib SDP Others Con lead 

over Labour

19di 

General t.lection 1963 42.4 27.0 13.7 11.6 4.6 +14.3
29 June/4 July 40.5 25.5 12.0 15.0 1.0 +21.0
7-11 July 44.0 28.5 11.0 15.0 1.5 +15.5*
13-16 Juiy 42.0 20.0 14.0 16.0 2.0 +16.0
21-25 July 41.0 29.0 13.0 16.0 1.0 +12.0
28 Juiy/i August 43.5 20.0 14.0 15.0 1.5 +17.5
3-8 August 45.0 26.5 11.0 15.0 2.5 +16.5
10-1D aubust 44.5 25.0 13.0 1b.0 1.5 +19.5*
17-22 August 44.5 25.0 12.0 16.5 2.0 +19.3
24-30 auc,ust 45.0 27.5 12.0 14.0 1.5 +17.5

	

31 August/5 September 44.0 27.0 11.0 16.0 2.0 +17.0
7-12 September 45.5 24.5 10.5 18.5 1.0 +21.0*
14-19 September 43.0 24.5 12.0 19.0 1.5 +18.5
21-20 September 41.0 26.0 16.0 15.0 2.0 +15.0
28 Sept - 3 Oct 40.0 24.0 12.5 10.0 1.5 +22.0
5-10 October 42.0 36.0 10.0 12.0 2.0 +8.0
12-1d uctoper 43.5 40.0 6.5 9.J 1.0 +3.3
19-24 uctoDer 42.5 35.5 9.5 10.5 2.0 +7.0*
20-31 October 42.5 37.0 9.5 9.0 2.0 +3.5
2-7 ,Novemoer 41.5 37.5 9.0 10.0 2.0 +4.0
9-14 .vovember 43.5 36.0 11.0 8.5 1.0 +7.3*
16-21 Novemper 41.0 38.0 8.0 11.0 2.0 +3.0
23-20 .\.ovemper 41.0 37.0 13.0 8.0 1.0 +4.0
30-5 Decemper 44.0 38.0 8.0 9.0 1.0 +6.0
7-I2 Decemper 42.5 36.5 8.0 11.5 2.0 +6.0*

Alliance Con lead
(SDP & over Alliance
Liberal) (Liberal & SOP




%

25.3 +17.1
27.0 +19.5
26.0 +18.0

30.0 +12.0
29.0 +12.0
29.0 +14.5
26.0 +19.0
29.0 +15.5
28.5 +16.0
26.0 +19.0
27.0 +17.)
29.0 +16.5
31.0 +12.0
31.0 +10.0
28.5 +17.5
22.0 +20.0
15.3 +28.0
20.0 +22.5
18.5 +24.0
19.0 +22.5
19.5 +24.0

19.0 +22.0
21.0 +20.0

17.0 +27.0

19.5 +23.0
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4

Lab
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Lib SDP

Con lead
Others Over Labour

SDP &
Liberal

Con lead
over Alliance

Liberal & SDP

4 4 4 4 , 4




0-9 January 41.0 38.0 10.5 10.0 1.0 +3.0




20.0
11-16 January 41.5 36.0 9.5 10.0 1.0 +3.5* 19.5 +22.0

16-23 January 40.0 39.5 10.0 6-- 2.0 +0.5 16.5 +21.5
23-30 January 41.5 39.0 10.0 9 0.5 -i--).D 19.0 +22.5
1-o Feoruary 44.0 39.0 8.0 8 1.0 +5.0 16.0 +28.0

6-13 rebruary 43.0 33.5 11.5 10.0 2.0 +9.3* 21.5 +21.5
15-20 reoruary 3.9.) 39.5 10.0 10.0 1.0 0.0 2u.0 +19.5
22-27 reoruary 36.0 43.0 9.0 10.0 0.0 -).0 19.0 +19.0
29 Pep - 5 Marcn 39.0 41.0 6.0 10.0 2.0 -2.0 16.0 +21.0
7-12 March 36.0 42.0 11.0 9.0 2.0 -6.0 20.0 +16.0
15-19 marcn 41.0 38.5 11.0 8.5 1.0 +2.5*




19.5
21-2o Marcn 37.0 40.0 11.5 10.5 1.0 -3.0 22.0 +15.0
26 Mar - 2nd April 37.0 40.0 10.5 11.0 1.5 -5.0 21.5 +15.3
4-9 April 37.0 40.5 11.0 10.0 1.5 -3.3 21.0 +16.0
11-16 April 41.0 36.5 10.0 10.5 2.0 +4.5* 20.5 +20.0
18-23 April 36.5 41.0 9.0 9.0 2.5 -2.5 18.0 +20.5
25-30 April 40.0 36.0 11.0 11.0 2.0 +4.0 22.0 +10.0
2-7 May 36.0 37.0 11.5 12.0 1.5 +1.0 23.5 +14.5
10-14 May 36.5 30.5 9.0 14.0 2.0 +2.0* 23.0 +15.5
lo-21 May 38.0 36.5 11.0 12.0 0.5 -0.3 23.0 +15.0
23-28 May 38.D 37.0 9.0 13.5 2.0 +1.5 22.5 +16.0
30 May-4 June 35.0 40.0 8.0 15.0 2.0 -5.0 23.0 +13.0
0-11 June 37.5 36.0 7.5 15.5 1.5 -0.5* 23.0 +14.5
13-18 June 36.0 34.0 9.0 16.0 3.0 +4.0 25.0 +13.0
2U-2) June 36.0 35.5 10.0 17.0 1.5 +0.5 27.0 +9.0
27 June-2 July 40.0 36.0 8.0 14.0 2.0 +4.0 22.0 +18.0
4-9 July 39.0 35.0 9.0 14.0 3.0 +4.0 23.0 +16.0
11-1o July 37.5 36.5 7.5 14.5 1.5 -1.0* 22.0 +15.5
16-23 July 38.5 36.5 9.5 12.0 1.5 0.0 21.5 +17.0
25-30 July 35.5 41.5 7.5 13.0 2.5 -6.0 20.5 +15.0
1-o Aubust 36.0 36.5 9.0 14.0 2.5 +1.5 23.0 +15.0
6-13 Auust 36.0 39.0 9.5 13.0 2.5 -3.0* 22.5 +13.5
15-20 Aubust 38.5 37.5 9.5 12.0 2.5 +1.0 21.0 +17.5
22-27 Aubust 35.5 38.0 11.0 14.0 1.5 -1.3 25.0 +11.3

* Puolisned in tne Daily Telegrapn






(o)VotinIntention (includindon't knows)





Lonservative Labour Liberal SDP Others Don't Conservative

1983
h A /a A A

Nnow lead over Labour
AA

29 June/4 July 43.0 24.0 11.0 14.0 1.0 6.0 +19.0
7-11 July 41.0 27.0 10.0 14.0 1.0 6.0 +14.0
13-io July 39.0 24.0 13.0 13.0 2.0 7.0 +15.0
21-25 July 39.0 27.0 12.0 16.0 1.0 5.0 +12.0
26 July/1 Aubust 41.0 24.0 13.0 14.0 1.0 7.0 +17.0
3-0 Auoust 43.0 25.0 11.0 15.0 2.0 5.0 +18.0
10-15 Aubust 42.0 23.0 12.0 15.0 2.0 6.0 +19.0
17-22 Au6ust 4I.0 23.0 11.0 15.0 2.0 7.0 4-18.0
24-Jo Au,ust 41.0 25.0 11.0 13.0 1.0 9.0 +16.0
31 Au,;-.DSept 41.0 25.0 10.0 15.0 1.0 7.0 +16.0
7-12 September 41.0 21.0 9.0 16.0 2.0 12.0 +20.0
14-19 september 40.0 23.0 11.0 16.0 1.0 7.0 +17.0
21-2o Sepemoer 39.0 25.0 15.0 15.0 2.0 5.0 +14.0
28 Sept- 3 Uct 43.0 23.0 12.0 14.0 1.0 7.0 +20.0
5-10 Uctoper 38.0 33.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 0.0 +5.0
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Con Lao Lib SDP Others

Jon't
Know

Con lead over
Labour

h h h h . /0 h

19-24 October 40.0 34.0 9.0 10.0 2.0 6.0 +6.0

26-31 october 40.J 35.0 9.0 9.0 1.0 7.0 +5.0

2-7 ,November 36.0 35.0 8.0 9.0 1.0 6.0 +3.0

9-14 Aovember 41.0 33.0 10.0 8.0 1.0 7.0 +6.0

16-21.\ovemoer 39.0 36.0 6.0 11.0 1.0 6.0 +3.0

23-26 M)vemper 36.d 34.0 12.0 8.0 1.0 8.0 +4.0

30v-5 Dec 41.0 35.0 7.0 9.0 1.0 7.0 +6.0

7-12 Dec 40.0 33.0 8.0 11.0 2.0 7.0 +7.0

1964






6-9 January 39.0 36.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 6.0 +3.0

11-16 January 39.0 35.0 9.0 9.0 0.0 7.0 +4.0

16-23 Jaauary 37.0 37.0 9.0 8.0 2.0 7.0 0.0

25-30 January 38.0 36.0 9.0 8.0 1.0 7.0 +2.0

1-13 February 41.0 3o.0 7.0 7.0 2.0 6.0 +5.0

8-13 February 41.0 32.0 11.0 9.0 7.0 6.0 +9.0

15-zU February 36.0 36.0 9.0 9.0 1.0 8.0 0.0

22-27 February 35.0 39.0 8.0 9.0 0.0 8.0 -4.0

29 Feb-5 1,1arch 30.0 39.0 6.0 10.0 2.0 6.0 -3.0

7-12 Marcn 33.0 38.0 10.0 9.0 1.0 9.0 -5.0

15-19 Aarca 38.0 36.0 10.0 8.0 1.0 8.0 +2.0

21-26 Aarca 34.5 37.0 10.5 9.5 1.0 7.5 -2.5

26 Aar - 2 april 35.0 38.0 10.0 10.0 1.0 6.0 -3.0

4-9 April 35.0 38.0 10.0 10.0 1.0 6.0 -3.0

11-10 April 36.0 34.0 10.0 9.0 2.0 7.0 +4.0

18-23 april 315.0 38.0 9.0 9.0 2.0 7.0 +2.0

25-Ju April 37.0 33.0 10.0 10.0 2.0 8.0 +4.0

2-7 Aay 35.0 34.0 11.0 12.0 2.0 7.0 +1.0

iu-14 Aay 36.0 35.0 8.0 14.0 2.0 6.0 +1.0

1b-21 Aay 35.0 36.0 10.0 11.0 9 .0 6.0 -1.0

23-26 Aay 36.0 34.0 9.0 13.0 2.0 6.0 +2.0

30 :lay-4 June 32.0 37.0 7.0 14.0 2.0 8.0 -5.0

o-11 June 35.0 35.0 7.0 11.0 1.0 8.0 0.0

1J-16 Jane 36.0 33.0 8.0 15.0 2.0 5.0 +3.0

20-25 June 34.0 33.0 9.0 16.0 1.0 6.0 +1.0

27 June-2 July 37.0 34.0 7.0 14.0 2.0 7.0 +3.0

4-9 July 3b.0 33.0 6.0 13.0 3.0 8.0 +3.0

11-lo July 35.0 36.0 7.0 14.0 2.0 7.0 -1.0

lo-23 July 36.0 36.0 9.0 10.0 1.0 7.0 0.0

25-30 July 33.0 39.0 7.0 13.0 2.0 7.0 -6.0

i-o August 34.5 3J.5 6.0 12.0 2.0 10.0 +1.0

6-13 August 33.0 36.0 9•0 12.0 2.0 8.0 -3.0

15-40 August 35.0 34.0 9.0 11.0 2.0 10.0 +1.0

22-27 August 33.0 36.0 10.0 13.0 2.3 0.0 -3.0

3. uovernment icecord

fhe latest study found no change in the popularity of the Government - 3621 of the electorate
claimed to approve of our record to date, the same as in the previous study.

1984

GOVLI-CMENT RECOKD

Approve Disapprove Don't Know





o-9 January W 40 48 12

il-16 January (h) 42 46 12

18-23 january (h) 37 52 12

25-30 January W 39 48 13

1-c February W 40 49 11
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8-13 February (4)
15-2U February (4)
22-27 February (4)
29 Feo - .7 March (4)

Approve Disapprove Don't Know

41
39
34
35

45
46
52

54

14
13
14
11

7-12 Marcn(4) 33 53 14
15-19 March(4) 41 49 14
21-26 Marcn (4) 36 51 13
28 Aar - 2 April (4) 3b 52 12
4-9 April (4) 35 54 11
11-16 April(4) 42 45 13
16-23 April (4) 35 54 11
25-3U April (4) 37 49 14
2- 7 May (4) 39 49 12
14-14 May (4) 37 51 11
16-21 May (4) 35 53 12
23-28 May (4) 38 49 13
30 May-4 June (4) 32 55 13
o-11 June (4) 3o 53 11
13-13 June(4) 37 51 12
20-25 June (4) 36 55 9
27 June-2 July (4) 37 49 14
4-9 July () 35 51 13
li-10 July (4) 36 54 10
16-23 July (4) 34 53 13
25-30 July (4) 33 54 13
1-o August(4) 33 52 15
23-13 August(4) 34 54 13
15-2u August (4) 36 50 14
22-27 August(4) 36 54 10

4. Po-ularity of iJoliticai Leaders

Uur 22-27t0 August survey found almost no change in Ars. Thatcher's popularity and a marginal
improvement in Mr. KinnocK's popularity. Details are shown in the table below:-

Satisfied

Mrs Thatcher

Don't Know Is Good

Mr. Kinnock

Don'tDissatisfied Is Not Good

Mi
1964

4




Leader Leader Know




4

O-9 January (4)47 49 5 46 22 31
11-10 January (4)49 40 5 43 23 34
16-23 January (4)44 52 4 45 21 34
25-_34 January(4)45 49 6 43 24 33
1-5 February (4)4b 49 4 48 24 28
6-13 February (4)48 48 5 45 24 30
15-20 February (4)4o 49 5 41 28 31
22-27 February (4)41 54 5 45 28 27
29 feb - 5 March (4)41 55 4 50 26 24
7-12 Marco(4)41 54 5 48 24 28
15-19 Aarcn(4)46 52 2 47 27 26
21-20 March (4)42 52 6 46 25 27
26 Mar - 2 Apr(4)42 54 5 45 29 2o
4-9 April(4)40 55 5 47 30 24
11-16 April(4)40
16-23 April(4)40

5o
55

5

5

42
43 h 3.

25-J0 April (4)43 51 b 42 33 24
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1964




Satisfied

Mrs lhatcher

Don't Know Is Good

Mr. Kinnock

Don'tDissatisfied Is Not Good




Leader Leader Know




2-7 May (Z)




44 50 6 43 36 20
10-14 may (Z)




41 54 5 42 32 24
lo-21 May (Z)




42 54 4 45 30 25
23-26 may (Z)




43 51 5 42 36 21
3U May - 4 June (z) 41 D5 4 41 36 21
6-11 June(Z)




41 54 5 43 36 21
13-16 June (X)




41 54 5 42 40 19
20-25 June (Z)




39 58 3 40 40 20
27 June- 2 July (Z) 42 52 6 37 41 22
4-9 July (Z)




42 54 5 41 40 19
11-lb July (Z)




41 55 5 43 37 20
16-23 July (Z)




39 55 6 38 41 20
25-30th July (Z)




39 55 5 42 38 19
1-6 August(X)




39 57 4 34 42 24
8-13 Au8ust (Z)




39 56 5 37 44 19
15-20 August W




41 54 5 35 45 20
22-27 Au6ust (X)




40 55 5 38 42 19

Is Good
Mr.Steel

Don't Know Is Good
Dr. Owen

Is Not Good Is Not Good
Leader Leader

.
Leader Leader

1984

-/
z . z X

o-9 January (X) 62 22 16 48 24
11-16 January (Z) 59 23 18 45 25
16-23 January (Z) 03 19 18 49 22
25-3U January (Z) 60 21 18• 44 25
1-6 February (z) 37 25 19 43 29
6-13 February (Z) ol 22 17 45 24
15-20 February (o) 63 21 17 45 26
22-27 February (Z) 05 20 15 46 23
2J feo- D March W 57 24 19 44 27
7-12 march(Z) 61 21 18 43 27
15-19 march (X) 67 16 15 46 23
21-26 March (X) 67 19 14 45 25
26 mar-2 April (z) 61 20 19 46 24
4-9 April(;) 63 2u 17 43 26
11-16 April(Z) 61 22 17 48 25
16-23 April (Z) 59 22 19 44 24
25-30 April (z) o3 19 19 46 21
2-7 May (Z) 62 21 17 50 93
10-14 May(21) 67 19 15 51 25
lo-21 May (Z) 63 19 ld 50 99

23-26 May (Z) 63 22 15 48 24
3u May-4 June (Z) 64 20 16 49 25
b- 11 June (Z) 63 23 15 52 22
13-18 June(0) 01 23 16 51 24
20-25 June (0) 62 21 17 53 25
27 june-2 July (X) ol 19 20 50 24
4-9 July (X) 57 24 18 50 25
11-10 July(Z) 61 22 17 52 23
16-23 July (Z) 56 25 17 52 22
25-3U July (X) 56 26 18 49 23

1-6 August(Z) 57 20 17 48 24
6-1,3 August(0)
13-20 August(/c)

55
39

23
24

21
17

30

46

23
26
24

22-27 August(z) 59 24 18 51




Don't
Know

28
30
29
31
27
30
29
30
29
31
29
30
28
31
27
32
30
27
24

98
28
26
26

95

22
26
25
25
26
28

;i

5
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5. i'ublished roils

(a) :1Oxi (tvenin Standard 29th Au-ust 1984)

The Evening Standard un 2tti August included tne results of as MOid survey conducted from
lbtn to 20th August. /his study found 39'), claimed they would vote Conservative, 39 Labour,
2.1.. Alliance and 1;. for 'other' parties.

(o) Gailu (Sunday Tele •ra h 2nd Se-tember 1984)

fne Sunday ielegrapn on dnct September included details of a Gallup survey conducted from
22nd to 27th Ao8ust on puolic attitudes to the coal dispute and to the reform of trade union
iaw.

Gallup found a massive majority (65,.) of the electorate and of trade unionists (80%) disapproving
of tne metnods bein, used by tne miners. When Gallup asked who tney sympathised with in the
dispute - 43,. said tne employers, 3d.. tne miners, 182' with neither side and ED-; were undecided.
ihere is little change since the last Gallup survey conducted two months' ago Which found

supported tue employers and 133,> tne miners. Tne current survey found even amon, trade
unionists as many sympathised with the Coal Board (39i;) as with the miners(39).
Gallup asked '0o you approve or disapprove of the Government's plans to reform trade union law?'
-40, approved, 3L. disapproved and 23 had no view.

A majority of tne electorate (o() take tne view tnat the Government's plans to reform trade
union law are naming industrial relations. accept the idea that the Conservative Govern-
ment is aostile to tne trade unions and tnink tnat in cue future relations between the

Government and tne unions will get worse.

Gallup also found 78 of tne electorate (76 of union members) taking the view that strikes
i'or political reasons are not justified.

(c) (Aail on Sunday 2nd September 1964)

ine iaii on Sunday included details of an ,0i survey on attitudes to the minia, dispute
conducted amon, trade unionists.

,Lie found only lb.. of trade unionists claimed tney would personally be prepared to take part
in industrial action to support the miners, 69 they would not and 5/. did not have a view.
On tne question of crossing miners' picket lines - 24% claimed they would refuse to cross,
71/. they would cross them and 5; did not have a view. When asked whether their union should
contrioute funds to nelp Ihe miners - 36 thought they should help, 60-; they should not help
and 4/. did not have a view.

un tne question of police conduct during tue strike - 18.. approved stron,ly, 3(5 approved,
neither approved or disapproved, 1.02 disapproved, luG disapproved strongly and did not


nave a

Only L5. tnouont scargill totally reflected tne views of the average miner - 602, thou-ht
ne does not and 50 d a not have a view.

(u) mori sunday l005 September 1964)

Ihe sunday iimes )11 uc o n.temper Lsa inc uded details of a :40Li poil conducted on 26-2
Auust on attitudes to tne oioin5  dispute.

Amon, trade unionists ih tne 40jli sample duG tnought their union should not support the miners'
strike, ISo did not nave a view and 37/<, favoured one or more of the options presented to them
by
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Among this 37%, l7% selected their union giving money to the NUM, 1,4% support for a 'day of
action', 7/0 industrial action by their union, 2% an extended national strike.

Shen murci asked respondents who they tnought is chiefly to blame for the strike violence,
u7% or the public blamed the miners or the NUM's leaders. On the question of the main
'stumbling block' for a settlement - 52% blamed tne NM, 2S% tne Government and 13k the Coal
Board.

only 14% thought Mr. Scargill ilds handled the dispute well. 37% thought Ian MacGregor has
nandled the dispute well (47% badly). lhese figures show a slight improvement for
mr. MacGregor from June's 49% - 33% rating and a further fall for Mr. Scargill from his
70% - 17% rating.

Public support tor the strike is tailing. The previous MOKI survey on attitudes to the strike
conducted in early June found 41% supported the Coal Board, 35% the striking miners and 24%
undecided. The latest study found 4b% backing the Coad Board, and 30% the miners. Even
among trade unionist, only 39% backed the miners compared with 37% the Coal Board.


