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lo THE PRESENT SUMMIT OCCUPICS A VITAL PLACE 1IN DP FITZCCRALD'S
FRIORITIES, WHILST FAILURE WOULD NOT BRING DOwh HIG COVERNMENT,
1T CJULI SLRIOUSLY LAMAGE HIS CREDI|E ILITY, SINCE HE 1S  KNOWN TO
fL PtHabL’nLY COKCERKEL OVER POLICY royn?ru HORTHERY {RELAND,
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2o GINCE HIS RETURN TO OFFICL IM DECEMLER 1952, DR FIT7GCRALD
HAS DEVOTED A GRLAT DEAL OF TIME YO NORTHERN IRELAMD. FROIT MARCH
1923 TO MAY 1954, WL WAS HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE NEW IRCLAND FORUM,
wHICH ohcc;nhtLb It AN SDLP MANIFESTO PROPOSAL BUT WAS TAKEN
UP BY DR FITZGERALD TO HELP THE SILP TO BLAT uFF SINN FEIN'S
CHALLENGE AND TO TRY AND FOSTER A GREATLR REALISHM 11 _THE SOUTH
thU?‘THE NORTH. N THE SHORT TERN,  THE FORUM HAS BCLN MORE
SUCCESSFUL IN MEETING THE FORMCK THAN THE LATTER AIH, BUT BOTH
RENATN CENTRAL PLANKS OF DR FITZGERALD'S POLICY ON HORTHERN JRELAND.
WITH {1TS AGREED L1STS *'REALITIES'Y AND "REuUIREhEhTS", THE
FORUM REPGRT ¥ PROVIDES ElEMWITH THL DEST BASIS HC CAN HOPE FOR 1N
PURSUING THESE GEJLCTIVES ES, ALD TAE COVLRNMENT WAS THEREFORE BLEH
DETERMINED NOT TO ALLOW 1T TO BE SUBMCRGED 1l THE WAKE OF MA
HAUGHLY'S EARLY DIGAVOWAL OF THO OF ITS PROPGSLD GPTIONS AND GUR

Owli JNITIAL PUTED RCSPONSE,

Je N HIS SPEECH TO THE FINE CAEL ARD FHES (FARTY CONFLRENCE) N
OCTORCR, DR FITZGECRALD SAID THAT 7 WAS MORE {HPORTANT THAY THME
CU%“!“LHEU SRITISH RESPONSE SHOULD BE RIGHT THAL THAT IT SHOULD

APPL AW '.fITnIf A GIVEK TINME &spaAYy SUT 1T WILL NEVEPTHELESS BE A
MAJCR 1715 H*UTFEETT?E'?E'EFEE-TZAT HMG 15 TAKING THE 1SSUES

PA[;;; jh THE FE 'ORT SERIOUSLY AND 1S NOT JUST HOPIILG TS AVOID

THEM,
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OF THE MINORITY COMMUNITY 1Y THE NOPRTH 15 SCEN HERE AS FIRST P
PRIORITY, THL SORT CF THINCS THL IRISH HAVL IN MPIND RANGE FROD.
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ALLOWING THE MINORITY GREATER FREEDCM TO EXPRESS THEIR JDENTITY

(USE OF THE IRISH LANGUAGE ON THE BEC, ON ROAD SIGKS, OR IN SCHOOLS,

AND REPLAL OF THE FLAGS AND CMBLEMS ACT) TO THE NCED AS THELY SEC 1T .
FORE A MAJOR IMITIATIVE TO CREATE KEW INSTITUTIONS IN WHICH

CONSTITUTHIONAL NATIOHALISTS WOULD FEEL ABLE TC TAKE PART, SUCH

INSTITUTIORS COULD NOT OFFER THE SDLP LESS THAN SUNNINGDALE,

DP FITZGERALD 1S HOPING TO SECURL A COMMITHMENT TO THLHM,

2« FOR A PERICD IN THE SUMMER, 1T SEEMLCD AS THOUGH THE IRISH
GOVERKMENT WAS RAISING EXPECTATICONS OVER=HIGH, POSSIDLY AS A MEANS

M
OF PUTTING PRESSURE ON HMG. BUT MORL RECERTLY A DLCGREE OF CAUTION

HAS EECK DISCERRTBLL, AT LEAST IN THE TAGISEACH'S PRONOUNCEMENTS.
THE GENUIKE ANGLR FELT BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF IRISH PLOPLE AT
THE OUTRAGE IN BRIGHTOK HAD A FURTHER SOBERING EFFECT ON PUDLIC
OPINION, |

6. DR FITZGERALD CANNOT AFFORD TO COME AWAY FROM THE SUMMIT
ENMPTY HANDED, HE HAS INVESTED SO MUCH OF WIS TIME AND PCRSONAL
EFFORT IN' AN ATTEMPT TO FIND A WAY FORWARD Ol NOSTHLRY IRELAND
WHICH COULD OFFER SOME ESCAPE FROM THE STERILE AND DANGEROUS
CONFRONTATION OF THE LAST 15 YEARS THAT FAJLURE WOULD CXPOSE HIS
COVERMMENT, AND WIS LEADERSHIP, TO ACCUSATIONS OF HAVING
FORFEITED TRADITIONAL IRISH ASPIRATIONS WITHOUT ANY CONCOMITANT
EATNS. E

Te I THIS CONTIXT wC SHOULL BEAR |11 MIND THAT, WHILST BOTH THE
COALITION CGOVERNMENT AND DR FITZGERALD'S LLCADLCRSHIP LOGK SECURL
WOUGH FOR THE TIME BEING, HIS PARLIAMOHTARY MAJORITY 15 ONLY Slx,
THL OPINIOH POLLS ARE RUNKING HEAVILY AGAINST POTH COALITION PAPTIES
ANL FOR THE FIEST TIME EVER RATL MR MHAUGHEY A BETTER LEADER THAN THE
TADIGEACH, MOREQVER(AND NOT UNRELATLD TO HIS POLICY ON NORTHERE
IRCLAND), DR FETZGORALD wiLL SOON HAVE TO COLFRONT THE QUESTION
WHLTHER OF KOT TO ATTEMPT A REFLPENDUM ON DIVORCE, STILL A HIGHLY
DIVISIVE SUBJYECT IN IRELAND, DESPITE SOME INDICATIONS OF EMURGENT
CROSS=PARTY CONSENSUS, HE CANNOT RCLY ON FIANNA FAIL TO HELP.
HOR ARLC THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMIC PROEBLEMS LIKELY TO GET ANY EASICR.
UNLESS THE WORLD ECONOMY PERFORMS MUCH BETTER THAN MOST
COMHLETATORS SCEM TO EXPECT, IT MUST AT BEST BE QUESTIONATLE WHETHER
THE NATIOHAL ECONOMIC PLAN CAN PRUDUCE THL RESULTS PROMISED OVER
ITS THREE YEAR SPAN,

2. THUS DR FITZGERALD 1S IN KO POSITION TG OFFER ANY UNILATERAL
CONCESSI0NS (SUCH AS REMOVAL OF ARTICLES 2 AND 3 OF THE COKSTITUTION)
WHICH, ONE MIGHT ARGUE, WOULD CREATC AN ATMOSPHLRE MORE CONDUC |VE

TO A WIDER SETTLEMENT, DR FITZGLRALD wiLL BE LOOKING FOR

BALANCE SOLUTICNS. THE DCGREE TO WHICH WE CAN ACCOMODATE THE

"O)RISH DINCRSION'® WILL BE THE PRINCIPAL QUESTION IN 1iISH MINDS
v _“
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