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IKFQ ROUTINE WASHINGTON PARIS BOLN (ALL PCRSONAL FOR AMBASSALORS)

FCLLOVING FOR PRIVATE SECRETARY.
MY TELNG 6821 ANGLO/IRISH RELATIONS AND IRISH POLITICS

le IN VIEW OF THE IMMINENT CURCPEAL COUNCIL Il DUBLIK THE
SECRETARY OF STATE WILL WISH TO KAVE MY VILWS Oh THL CURRENT

STATE OF ANGLO=-IRISH RELATIONS AFTER THE SUMITe SIANCE THESE MUST
INVOLVE COMMERT CON PERSONALITIES AS WELL AS POLICIES | ADDRESS
THEM DIRECT TO YOU, SUT | HOPZ YOU WILL SHOw A COPY TU THE

HEAD OF RID,

2. IN MY TELLD 635 | SAID THL SUMMIT WOULD BE CRUCIAL FOP

DR FITZCERALD. [T HAS PROVED TO BE SO. HIS STANDING IN KIS PAFTY
AND WITH THE PUBLIC IS_NOV VERY LO. HE IS NOT LIKELY TO LE
"FORCED OUT OF OFFICE SOON, BUT AT A MEETING OF KLY PEOPLE (N FINE
GAEL HE 1S REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT HE WAS FINISHCD AS

A COLVINCING LEALER OF THE PERTY. OF THE FINE GAEL MCUSERS OF

THE CABINET, ONLY MR_NOONAN AND MR BARRY ARE SAID TO BE ACTIVELY
SUFPORTING HIMe THOUGH THE CHILF WHIP 1S ALSO STILL OM DR
FITZGERALD'S SIDE, MOST OF THE PARTY SEEM TO THINK AT PRESENT

THAT THEY WILL HAVE TO DITCH HIM GEFOKRE THE NEXT ELECTION. BECAUSE
HE 1S WIDELY SEEN AS HAVING BEEN HUMILIATED BY THE PRIME MIHISTER
AND SECAUSE WIS Owh PRESS CONFERENCE WAS A FAILURE, WE IS THOUGHT
TO HAVE BECN SERVILE AND INCFFECTIVE (I DEFERDING IRISH |LTERESTS.
MGRE IPCRTANTLY, HL HAS FATLLL 10 ACHILVE HIS OuNl DECLARCD ATH

OF BUILLING ON THE BASIS OF THE NLW IFELALL FORU REPGRT O

THIC OCCASION TO SECURE A VOICE FOR THE IRISH NATIONALILT TRADITION
I DECISIGH MAKING IN NORTHERN (RELAND, WL WAL LECH REGARDLD EY
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Qb BUILLING ON THE BASIS OF THE NEV {RELALD FCRUI* REPORT ON
THIC OCCASINN TO SCCURE A VCICE FOr THE IRISH NATIONALIST TRADITION

[t DECISIOH MAKING IN NORTHEKN IRELAND. HE HAL DECHM REGARDCL BY

MAMY HERC AS THE BEST HOPL OF PERSUADING BRITISH MIKISTERS INTO .
A NEW DEAL FOR THE NATIONALISTS. THIS CLAIM TO PUFLIC SUPPORT HAS
DISAPPTARED, AT .LEAST FOR THL TIME BEING,

3. APART FROM THIS, THINGS ARE NOT GOINC WELL FOR DR FITZGLRALD
ON THE OTHER FRONTS, THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL COULD ADL TO HIS
DIFFICULTIES, AS FOR DOMESTIC ISSUES, -INTERLST RATES ARE L(KELY
TO RISE THIS WEEKEND, WHICH WiLL DAMAGE THE ECONOMIC PROGRAMME
PECENTLY URVEILED., HE 1S UNDER PRESSURE TO INLRODUCE LEGISLATION

——

" ON COMNTRACEPTION SOOW, WHEN SOME OF MIS SUPPORTERS WILL CERTAINLY

OPPOSE IT ON GROUNDS OF CONSCIENCE., TROUBLE OVER CIVIL SERVANTS®
PAY IS LIKELY DURING THE WINTCR. ALL THIS WCULD HAVE BEEN WEATHERED
IF HE HAD BEEN SEEN TO BRING SUMETHING HOME FROM THL SUMMIT. |

At LLSS CERTAIN HOW THAT HIS TwOGPS WILL SUPPORT Dk FITZGERALD,
THOUGH THEY DO KOT WANT A NEw ELECTIOKS.

4, N ANCLO=IRISH RELATIONS, THE TAOISEACH HAG NOT GIVEN UP

3. APART FRGM THIS, THINGS ARE KOT GOING WELL FOR L[k FITZGLRALL
CN THE OTHER FROKTS. THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL COULD ALD TO WIS
DIFFICULTIES. AS FOR DOMESTIC ISSUES, INTEREST RATES &RL LIKLLY
TC RISC THIS WEEXKEND, WHICH wilLL DAMAGE THE ECONGMIC PROGRAMMLC
RECCNTLY UNVEILED, HE IS UNDER PRESSURE TO IRIRODUCE LEGICLAT [OK
Of COCHTRACEFTION SOON, WHEN SOME OF HIS SUPPURTERS WiLL CLRTAINLY
CPPOSE IT ON GROUNDS OF CONSCIENCL. TROUELE OVEP CIVIL SERVANTS!
PAY 1S LIKELY DURING THE WINTER, ALL THIS WOULD HAVE BEELN WCATHERCD
IF HE HAD BEEN SEEN TO BRING SOMCTHING HONE FROM THE SUMMIT. |

AM LESS CEFTAIN NOW THAT HIS TROUPS wiLL SUPPORT DR FIT2GLRALD,
THOUGH THCY LO NOT WAKT A KEW ELECTION,

4, ON ANGLO=IRISH RELATIONS, THE TAOISEACH HAS NOT GIVEN UP HOPE.
| GATHER THAT HE WAS NOT ENTIRELY TAKEN ARACK PY THE LINE wWHICH THE
PRINE MIKISTER TUOK WITH HIM, THOUGH WE IDENTIFIED SOME OF HER
VOCABULARY AND HER ANALOGIES AS DERIVED FROM MR LCNOCH POWELL. NOR
DOLS ML BELIEVE THAT SHE HAD ANY INTENTION AT HER PRESS CONFERENCE OF
CAUSING THE REACTION WHICH AROSE Ik DURLIN. {FISH OFF ICIALS APE
TAKING A STRONGER LIKE AGAINST MR WURD, WHGH THLY ACCUSE OF A
PELIPERATE AND DAMACING BREACH OF CONFINENCE DLSIGNED TO PLEASE

THE UKI10NISTS.  ALTHOUGH | HAVE ACGUED STRONGLY AGAINST THL FUTILITY
OF TRYI%4G TO DRIVE WEDGES OF THIS KIRD BETWEEN ERITIOHM MINISTIRS,

| HAVE BEEN TOGLD MP HURL WOULD NOT TE WELCOME N LUDLIN, THOUGH

THCRE 15 L0 CRITICISY OF SIR G HOWE. THE IRISH OFFICIALS CUNCLRNED
APPLAR WILLING TO HAVE COHVECRSATIONS BUT ARE UNCLRTAIL ABOUT WHAT
EITHER SIDE WOULD EE ABLE TO SAY. MR SPRING HAS STATLL PUBLICLY

THAT THL DIALOGUE WITH US SHOULD EE MAINTAINLCED,
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5« THE TAOISCACH, SO FAR AS | CAt JULGE (ANKD | LO NOT KNOW WHAT
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5. THE TAOISCACH, SO FAR AS | CAN JULGE (AL | LU HOT KNOw WHAT
ME CARKY MAY HAVE SAID TO THE SECRLTARY OF STATE OR LILLIS TO

SIF & APHMSTRONG THIS WLEK) REGARDS THE PRIME MINISTER AS THE OMLY
PERSON WHO CAN RESCUL HIM AND ALGLO-IRISH RELATIONS. CERTAINLY

THE FUTURC OF BOTH THESE ARE INTERTWINCD. IF DF FITZGCRALL

CALNOT MAINTAIN HIS AUTHORITY THEN IT 1S POSSITLE THAT HIS PARTY VILL
CHOCSE AN ANTI=DRITISH LINE IN AL EFFORT TG DEFCAT THE ATTACKS OF
FIANHA FAIL Oh THEM. TRIS COULL DAMAGE OUR SECURITY INTERESTS.

€. HE WOULD BE MUCH HELPEL IF TLE PRIME MINISTER FELT ADLE TU
MAKL A STATCHINT OR TO PUBLISH A LETTCR TO HIM wHICH ALLEVIATED
THE IMPRESSION LEFT DY HER PRLSS CONFERENCC. IT MIGHT SAY THAT
THOUCH THE THRLE GPTIONS WERC NOT FLCASIDLE THERL WAS MUCH LLSE N
THE FORUIY REPORT WHICH WAS CONSTRUCTAVE ANL USEFUL AND THAT THOUGH
SHE DIDL NOT CARE FOR FOP THE WORD ALILNATION IT WAS TRUL THAT TOO
MANY NORTHERN NATIONALISTS FELT A SEVERE SENSE OF GRIEVANCE AND
THAT SING FEIN HAD SUCCEEDED 1N EYPLOITING THIS AND THAT THE
NATLONAL IST CONMUNITY AS A WHOLE QUGHT TO HAVL SGME VOICE Ih THL
AFFAIRS OF NOFRTHERN IRELAND, SUCH A STATECMCAT WOULD RCSCGLVE THE
CPISIS QUICKLY. BUT THIS DOES %OT MEAN THAT THE PRIME MIMISTER
SHOULD SAY AKYTHING IN PRAISE OF DR FITZGLRALD, SINCE THIS WOULD
CONFIRN IPISH SUSPICIONS THAT HE |S HER PUGDLE.,

7. THE IKISH ARE OF COURSE BEING VERY EHOTIONAL ADOUT THIS, BUT

H____ -

THIS ENOTION 1S A CONSTAKET FACTUR (N ANCLO=IRPISH REALTIOLS WITH
wHICH wC HAVE TO DEAL.
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