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ANGLO=1FR ISH RELATIONS

1. THE SUBSTANCE AKD STYLE OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S REMARKS
ON ANGLO/IRISH RELATIONS AT HECR PRESS CCONFERENCE 1N DUBLIN CASTLE
YESTERDAY HAVE BEEN GENERALLY WELL RECEIVED BY THE IRISH MEDIA,
ALTHOUGH THEY wWOULD HAVE DEARLY LOVED MORE CONTROVERSY, HER
STATEMENT HAS UNDQUBTEDLY RELIEVED THE PRESSURE, FOR THE TIME
BE ING AT LEAST, ON DR FITZGERALD, WHOSE HANDLING OF THE

* EUPOPEAN COUNCIL 1S BEING INTERPRETED AS A PERSONAL SUCCESS. THE
IMMEDIATE OFF ICIAL REACTION (FROM LILLIS) WAS ONE OF MUCH
APFRECIATION THAT MRS THATCHER HAD TAKEM SUCH CARE WITH THE MEDIA,

2. TODAY'S PAPERS ARE PRED|CTABLY DOHINATED BY THE ANGLO=IRISH
BILATEPAL IN THE MARGINS OF THE COUNCIL.

HEADLINES AREs ' 'SUMMIT TRIUMPH: FITZGERALD WINS EURC AND
ANGLO=|RISH ACCORD'* (INDEPENDENT), ''WHERE WE WENT WRONG -
TAOISEACH ' (PRESS), "'DRITISH PM HAS 'GOOD NEWS' '*(TIMES).

3¢ INSIDE PAGES ALSO DEVOTE MUCH SPACE TO THE

PRESS CONFERENCES GIVEN BY THE TwO PRIME MINISTERS.

MR HURDS SPEECH TO THE ASSEMELY 1S ALSC REPORTLD, AS 15 MR BARRY'S
SRELATIVELY BALANCED SPEECH TO THE DAIL ON THE CURRENT SUPERGRASS
DEBATE, :

4, THE IRISH PRESS DEVOTES A LENGTHY AND SLIGHTLY SCEPTICAL
EDITORIAL (''FRIENDS AGAIN ...?) TO THE PRESS CONFERENCES AND TO
MR HURD'S SPEECH, THE {NDEPENDENT 1S MORC GENEROUS, COMMENT ING
THAT *'YESTERDAY ... MRS THATCHCR WENT OUT OF HER WAY TO PUBLICLY
MEND (S1C) THE FENCES PEQOPLE BELVEVED HAD BEEK TRAMPLED DOWN
DUPING THE CHEQUERS MEETING'',

5 FCO PLEASE PASS |MMEDIATE TO NO 10 (INGHAM) AND TO NIO (L)
(LYON)

GOOD 1 SON

NE RN

e LMD LR AR S e A s Plipras view vy =

—_




