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Therj: You for your letter of 12 th?

of the 7sTe7a Ctove:.tion.

,7rood of you to cet cut --our views so fully.

eah accure you th.at we ehoyht very cE,r,fu2ly obo,:t the

points you oac.]e. But a.1ter full co.nsideration we de-idd

that we co,ild not sign tho convention. This decicin was

announced in Parliament on 6 December. As you well know,

we also decided that it wollid 1D-7 richt for us to cicar

way for signatore o.F the Comm'inity.

Wo have long considered that the deep n-ebe_d mining

roJL..e was urlecceotable in its precent :orm. We ,olk-ed hard


in the Prearatory C0.7,mission to secure improvccrients. But

there has only been a limited respons4- to a fcw flf fh,n

terhnical propos_als we put forward. In these circumstances


it was not possible for US to sign the Convention.

We would, however, still like to see a maritime rogime

which could be accepted by consensus. We hope that as the


difficulties of the Itining reg.: e Iperome clear to a wider

ran.?7, of countris it may still be possihle to achieve such
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