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GORDBACHEV VISIT

1.  YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF A CURIOUS EPISODE INVOLVING

MR GCRBACHEV. <

©.  SHORTLY AFTER 1700 LOCAL TIME TODAY (WEDNESDAY), GORBACHEV
PLUS PARTY WERE PASSING DOWN WHITEHALL BY CAR FROM THE HOUSE

OF CCMMONS TO THE SOVIET EMBASSY. GORBACHEV HAD BEEN MEET ING
DAVID STEEL AND OTHERS. APPARENTLY, AS HE PASSED DOWNING STREET,

HE EXPRESSED A WISH TO SEE THE OUTSIDE OF NO 10.
3. THE ACCOMPANYING SPECIAL BRANCH OFFICER NEGOT|ATED ACCESS

TO THE STREET DIRECT WITH THE POLICEMAN AT THE BARRIER (WITHOUT
INFCRMING US) AND GORBACHEV AND PARTY WALKED UP. THEY WERE
ADMITTED BRY THE POLICE”AN ON THE DOOR TO THE FRONT HALL (ONLY).
THEY HAD GONE BEFORE ANY PRIVATE SECRETARY REACHED THE SPOT -
REPORTEDLY IN GOOD HUMOUR.

4, SO FAR AS WE KNOw THERE WERE NO PHOTOGRAPHERS AND NO PRESS
De WE HAVE CONSIDERED wHETHER, SAY, MR THATCHER MI GHT BE ASKED
TO IMVITE GORBACHEV TO MAKE A PROPER TOUR OF THE STATE ROOMS, IF
THE FPRIME MINISTER AGREEJ. BUT FCO ADVICE 1S KATHER AGAINST:

HE LCAVES LONDON FOR SCOTLAND EARLY ON FRIDAY, AND WAS PROBABLY

NOT SHOWING MORE THAN A 'PASSING INTEREST'.
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