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December 21, 1914

TI-enk yu =or Your recent _etter comeeininc
cl eviation.

hopeful that we be able to im:nrove
the ecatitive conditions of internat'onal aiv
transtation between our two countries. We
are deeply disabpointed, however, that you
appear to cendit4.on new strps toward this coal
on 7eois1ation that wouTd
antitruct actions, escecially since you and I
smeee the geal cf compet't*en in

trade. I believe that m=e competiticn in aHr
tramspertation hetwoen cur two countries will
serve both to benefit our cersumers amd to
strengthen cur airlines. This should not, in
cur view, be linked to a specific chance in U.S.
lecisletion which is at present unrealistic.

I have been informed that Secretary Shultz and
Ambassador Price have explained to your ministers
that we do not believe legislation to eliminate
treble damages is necessarv in order for our
airlines to onarate free of litigation in a more
competitive environment. I further understand
that adecuate means are currently available
under U.S. law, and our Bermuda II aviation
agreement to provide any necessary protection
from antitrust suits, as has teen demonstrated
by British Airways' long and favorable ex-
perience with U.S. antitrust law.

I am hopeful that after your ministers have
reviewed the information Ambassador Price and
others have provided them concerning U.S.
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