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30th November 1984

Dear Private Secre.ary

ollowing our telephone conversation this morning
am now enclosing herewith the text of the letter
in regard to the forthcoming European Council which
he

the Taoiseach has addressed to his colleagues in th
other Member States.

I should be glad if you would bring it to the atten
of ‘the Prime Minister.

Yours sincerely

a3

Noel Dorr
Ambassador

Mr DM -Barclay

Private Secretary

Prime Minister's Office
No 10 Downing Street
London SW1




Text of letter from An Taoiseach, Dr Garret

30th November 1984

Dear Colleague

I look forward to welcoming you to Dublin for the meeting
of the European Council on the 3rd and 4th December.

Now that the Council of Ministers have concluded their
deliberations this week, I am writing to you and our
other colleagues to let you know how I see the content
and conduct of our meeting. '

Since the European Council at Fontainebleau, considerable
progress has been made in giving specific form to the
decisions which were taken or confirmed there. However,
work still remains to be completed in relation to these
decisions.

The major outstanding issue is, of course, that of the
Enlargement of the Communities. The completion of the
negotiations for the accession of Spain and Portugal in
time to ensure their entry into the Community on

1 January, 1986 has been a paramount priority for the
Irish Presidency. Important progress, of course, has
been made, but these results have been marred by the
inability of Member States to reach agreement amongst
themselves on positions to put to the applicant states
on several vitally important issues.

The Dublin Council is, therefore, faced with a very
considerable challenge. The psychological impact on the
applicant states of an inability to resolve now the
remaining questions would be serious and could have
profound political consequences. In Dublin I wWill be
relying on your goodwill and commitment, and that of

our colleagues to clear the way for agreement at the
Council on the remaining issues by focussing on key points
that could unblock these discussions.

I recall our agreement to have the first phase of integrated
Mediterranean programmes in place in 1985. We should
consider at our meeting next week how we might contribute

to the rapid implementation of this agreement.

It will also be important and opportune, I suggest,
particularly in view of the current uncertainties, that

in Dublin we have a discussion of substance on the economic
and social situation in the Community. Indeed, it has
been some time since the European Council has had an
opportunity for such a discussion. Given the persistence
of the dominant problem of unemployment, I consider it
essential that, on the basis of the Commission's Annual
Economic Report, we discuss a collective effort to turn
employment trends in a far more positive direction,




exploiting the European dimension,
the significant progress made with
policies.

We have received, and can, I hope, endorse the customary
draft Annual Report on progress towards European union.
But we will also have interim reports on the work of the
two Ad Hoc Committees established pursuant to the
conclusions we reached at Fontainebleau. The interim

. report which has been presented to me by the Chairman of
the Ad Hoc Committee on Institutional Affairs has been
circulated earlier this week. I envisage that we might
have a discussion based on this report which reflects the
views of all members of the Committee including a number
of reservations, and that we might ask the Committee to
submit a Final Report for the meeting of the European
Council next March. In introducing the discussion, I
will ask whether there are any further matters which
members of the European Council would wish to have covered
in the Final Report.

Under the rubric of European politicial cooperation, I
feel that, to facilitate a constructive discussion, we
should focus on the topics which have been recommended
to us by our Foreign Ministers. These are: the

Middle East, East-West relations, Central America and

alse Southern Africa. The problem of terrorism could
also appropriately be raised. ]

J believe that we cannot overlook the terrible plight of
the drought-stricken areas of Africa. Public opinion

in the Community clearly expects us at the European
Council to deal in a substantive and adequate way with what
now is a major international problem and one that is going
to endure for at least a further twelve months. Our
discussion, I suggest, should centre on the present
situation in Ethiopia and the other affected areas, the
present aid contributions by the Community and the Member
States, but above all, on the undoubted need for further
contributions on a scale that, with:what we can reasonably
expect to come from other countries outside the Community,
will meet - and be seen by our peoples to meet - the scale
of the need as assessed for the year ahead. I envisage
that our conclusions might also welcome the agreement to
sign the third convention with the ACP countries in Lome
on 8th December.

If there are other subjects you wish to raise or have
discussed, I should appreciate it if you could let me
know as soon as possible, so that I can inform our
colleagues.

As to our agenda, I hope that, following the lunch offered
by President Hillery for participants at the Council, we
can start our work at 3 p.m. on 3rd December. We might




perhaps start by discussing the economic and socia
situation and the key questions we must deal with to
unblock the Enlargement negotiations. Then we might

iscuss IMPS and finally before we break for dinner
the interim reports of the Ad Hoc Committees could be
introduced, without subsequent discussion, before a
recess at . about T ‘p.m.

The discussion on the further development of the Community
taking into account the interim report of the Dooge
Committee could take place over dinner, at which the EPC
topics might also be discussed.

On the following morning we might start with the
famine issue, and we should approve our draft con
before lunch.

I hope that this proposed manner of proceeding will meet
with your approval.

A meeting of the European Council at which the issues

set out above are brought to a successful outcome would
provide a firm basis upon which to re-launch the Community
in 1985 and would offer great hope to the peoples of the
Community, including the applicant states. It is my hope,
which I am sure that you share, that we can achieve such

a result next week.

Yours sincerely

Garret FitzGerald




