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LOCAL AUTHORITY ASSISTANCE TO
THE NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS
&\IOte by the Secretaries
1. At the Misc 101 mee 20 November 1984 the Secretary of State for
Energy was invited to arran his officials, in consultation with officials

of the Scoitish Office, Welsh %aﬂd Department of the Environment, to
assemble information about financial assistance given to the National Union of

Mineworkers by local authorities. .

2, Attached, for the information of mem Misc 101 is a note by officials

ould be discussed at the

of the Department of Energy which it is intenfled

meeting of the Group arranged for Monday 28 Jan 4.,15pm. The Secretaries

of State for Wales and the Environment will be im attend this meeting.

Signed ROBERT ARMSTRONG

%
N

J-A J BUDD
T F STOKER

Cabinet 0ffice

17 January 1985
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LOCAL AUTHORITY ASSISTANCE TO THE NUM

>
% At the meeting of yrgg

e 101 on 20 November, it was agreed that
A& € Department of Energy, in association with

Cce had been provided by local authorities

NUM.
t % : This paper summariges the information gathered
y 13gxlous Government Departments concerned, including the
2>0f Employment. The full information is attached

thpartments concerned have been forced to rely
extensively “on Newspaper reports, the accuracy of which cannot
be guaranteed. The sensitivity of the subject has precluded

any attempt at s atic verification with the local authori-
ties themselves.

The Findings @
3 No eVJ.%ence is _.',ﬂ. that financial assistance has

been prbvided by local ‘

rities directly to the National

Union of Mineworkers.

4 Payments have general made to striking miners and
their families or to funds on their behalf. Almost 50
local authorities in England les and 9 in Scotland have

made financial contributions. aﬁ-December these may have
amounted to over £3.5m in Englan ayWales and by mid-November
to about £1.5m in Scotland. Other s of assistance have
included free use of transport or lei e facilities and free
school meais for children during the hodidays.

5 The significance of this financial support.is put in per-
spective by comparison with the social secupfity/benefits

being paid to striking miners. Supplementary @

respect of miners' dependents is estimated by D have
amounted to £26M by 4 December. @
The Legal Basis @

6 Local authorities in England and Wales appear to

providing support under section 137 of the Local Govern%@g

Act 1972 and, in Scotland, under the equivalent powers in
5

section 83 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

Authorities in Scotland have also been using sections 10 and %

[CONFIDENTIAL|
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’( :) S
of ;2: azzizl WOfk (Scotland) act 1968. The attached notes
by cottish Office get out the purposes covered o5
6(§§;hese provisions a

o s nd the difficulty, on the basis of the
@e ailable,of questioning the legality of any of the

ts.
en : Any ?uch challenge will be, in the first instance,
e Council's auditors, unless a particular payment were
to allenged in the courts.
sScope” g

; The whole question of the
iscretionary powers available to local Government

under ocal Government Act 1972 is under consideration by
DOE Minis s

<

Department of Energy
9 January 1985
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ANNEX
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/@AL AUTHORITY ASSISTANCE TO STRIKING MINERS

S

% :
@ B o R

g

= England

Scotland

= Tabulation of Other Press Reports
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It would appear that
under section 137 of the Local

Gove 2% Act 1972 which Permits expenditure (up to the limit
of a ye product) on:

iyities for which no specific power already exists

ided those activities are in the local authority's
opMion benefitting their area (in whole or in part)
or their inhabitants (in whole or in part);

b donatio@ UK charities, or charitable appeals

connecte @ particular events.

2 The Departmental@'s that payments to individual

persons cannot lawfully ade within the terms of section
137. However, provision sistance in kind may or may not
be lawful, depending on th umstances of any particular

case.

3 There is no means of establ j whether the detailed
information set out in the table s liable (and hence there
can be no basis for speculating as ether particular con-
tributions may be lawful or otherwis ough it seems that

authorities generally do take legal adwice on this issue).

4 The information is gathered mainly from Press reports,

checked with - or in many cases originating
ment's Regional Directors. The accuracy of t
be vouched for, and the content may be incomple¥g
not always clear that the full council has endo

T eot
recommendation). Because of the sensitivity of the %@Q 2

ursued
verification of reports frequently cannot be p

authorities themselves. @Z

e that:
5  The broad conclusions to be drawn ar SR %
a over 40 authorities in England repo /

: istance to
: vide cash assis
i intend to pro
provided, or
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d. ngﬁ would be speculative to

December 1984

reports, mostly in the Press, whose reliability ig

offer opinions about
ulness, but authoritieg

on this issue generally
€eed with care,
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8 lcu.vltx
Muua!-mt-mxtumuh.%um-"m,
o Allowed Street collection. il

CITY (1) Use of Pree Trade Hall for 119 tead of normal
action rally in support of miners. R L B 20 ox day of
(2) Leader of Council ‘encouraged s
(3) Party for runers’ children helq Town Hal)
and fund raising acitivites. -
/Plans/ to give donation to
(4 = Miners' wels,
Too tof are Society in st Helens
ux-m-.. bussing Labour Clirs from Liverpool to miners’ picket

re on passed not to deal Companies where vehicl have
Vet - runera’ picket lines bz ~
(; other activities recommended Policy Pinance
Committ rt of Miners Action =) -

3 2 ot!ouddnunx\dv-du.ytnltrudqliw-n

Provision food for children of families below certain income
o7 LS (not just miners families). Also clothing allovemess oo scme
groups. (Allegations in Li =

mmm:alw,m:hudn
h--a-uths&m-nmnumcummmuyca—;:

SRINGTON (1) Provision of local strike fund
(2) Other activitid g
1. provision of préad for collecting food
. ndeg H ng Benefit Requlations
1ii. free use Vf leidu
iv. rate rebate applicf ed quickly
v. payments
cc ion to y to reli es ha P
PRESTON (1) passed to e towards relief of hard-
ship of miners families. Town Cl to find powers avail-
able to achieve this objective
(2) Collecting Centre in Town Hall tions X
*BURNLEY (1) Street collections

(2) Money for miners' ﬂmﬂm@

L4 CONFIDENTIAL]

Involved/Allocated
{Mhere appropeiats of knowk)

£70,000 /pay cut at rate of £500C
per w

(2) eso0




DURBAM CC

NORTHUMBERLAND CC

" rrmy

CONFIDENZI‘IAL

W&Mm'mnhmu.!—

(t)] Canlhlt:hq another imput to fung following

Of £100,000. Ssalvation Army has pull
out af distribution role (cannot cope was the -
Teason given) and Council

has yet to decide how-
ﬁ-pmumumnw-ﬂq

wamm_mnmmymmmm

*(3) Considering further donation of g4 veekly
Mmﬂmmmam&m
other. charities

@) Donatica to Salvation Army to relieve hardship

of free school meals during summer
for striking miners children. Scheme
by voluntary organisations

°(3) premises
T and subsistence allowance from
social free coal

x
(5) A further peoposed

Provision of £ meals to all children
m = = e holidays (including
miners children) baiby,

agencies

V/
(2) Grants and loans %ﬂm
(now suspended)

£20,000 cash help

es
®(4) ¢S cheque during -
of chilaren normally entitled to free
(approx 8500)

Sum involved/Allocated
A

o ——ved/Allocated
{where PRropriate or known)

£300,000

(1) £25,000 plus further
£75,000

*(2) £187,000

(3) £11,000

£22,000
£50,000

£30,000 - £50,000

£120,000

£20,000
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Aatlvltl

Fres schooy
them dur

18 to all cnyy
> nnlxdly. (

The Scheme {g bei,

hip fung which

t from the Council:

launched with
8 defuact lottery

.lrdlhip £
%o receive
fund.

unds (set up pb

Y st
money from th, riking miners) are

e Council's lottery

Agreed to 8support striki;
during the summer hultdln
be administereq by
will involve a vouc|
8school meals.

& miners children
The scheme is to
Army and
to replace free

Food vouchers Provided for local ainers families

(1) Donation to children of stri
ki
(2) Christmas boxes '@ms each) s
(3) 24 + 210 fues allowance backdated to
November.

Major established appeal fund.
in contribution Applications to
for payments by trustees to miners’

duals putting in form c ng
hardship to eligible dependents
of leisure facilities for miners'

Chairman 62;;;> 1 established appeal fund for

money with Q9 supply food parcels (value
about £4 per o dependents of striking

miners. Najor, tRibution has come from
Council.

(1) Payment of

(2)

families plus s lections for
miners

S
welfare organisation
for setting u p\kitchens ,
Additional Hou¥in, efit to miners
t
u

Continuance of school
holidays in those are
strike. Miners children wi
be the only beneficiaries
eligible for free meals will
to use the service.

not however
\ther children

Council paid
fund invited

l:: !nvelv!gléllgenced
{Vhere a ropriate
or hnoun%g_'

£30,000

Max cash payout
around £18,000

£2s5,000

£25,0007?

(1) 230,000

(1) £30,000

dependents.
®¢ use of leisure facilities for miners'
ilies.
Y authorised for direct payment to (1) £s0,000

£10,000

(1) £2,000

Estimated
£130,000 (the
Education Cmtte
are reported as
having already
spent £70,000

0
elo;htng vouchers
for miners
children.
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Activiey

() hn'ehaox-u-znrum.mun.
(2) Premises let a¢ hpp.rcaar-: Leeds
Labour Party Miners® Suppore th!: 2

(3)  Promotion of bener:

At Grand Theatre, co:n::;:::n
themselves ang dona e

(4) .Pund et up to %

and shoes for -1.."”:13::"“‘“1 clothes
Donation to appeal fund

of 8. Yorshire co 1aunched by Chairman

Per week for food for 107 £,
from rates but from £3,000 &zxt;nhl::-

— °‘wh“9n"°mm-wx:am-m“

oo 'Mdmﬂmtmmguh
of free school meals
*BARNSLEY school meals
(2) Extra ing benefits
(3) Pood
ELD to miners Ay 5
*w. Yomxs cc Donation via Coalfield Tris e miners’
families to buy multiple j ts
*S. YORKS CC £100,000 to TUC Hardship Fund

egi 1 Office indi f;hat

in districts are making cont
of mtx.l meals for children of famili
in need, through the normal school
teth-;ndotnnmdbysp«_ulamng—n:
. Clothing al
leisure facilities also feature

AA‘IEI“FNTIAL

and grant, free use of

Sum inyg),

ved/,
Vhere o Allocated

TOPTiate or know)

@) £250,0007
(3 10,0007

(4 £70,000
£100,000

1) ¢5,000

(1) £135,000 ?

(2) £645,000 ?

(1) £350,000
(2) £214,000

(3) £103,000
£30,000
£50,000

£100,000

Unknown but likely to be
significant
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leuvnl
cc Considered BuT REJECTED Tequest
lfnﬂm'n‘ to striking miners hardship l\:ur* EsHios (222:000)
RENT (1) Provision or accomodation on two occasions for picketing
P
; ::-mn, (:n June/July). once at the 014 British

once in Longton 014 T -
Tefreshments of Some sort e

may have been provided.
(2) Street collections being

allowed each week
®(3) Distribution of food and clothing Vouchers

facilities

Street collections

(1) Permission to display posters and collect food free
@ of charge

)Sﬂiotza;:-plu)nmntmo-a 2
) Street collections
RRJECTED a motion to give £100,000 donation
(

1) Street collections

striking miners in Telford (follow-up
to grant of £15,000 in May)

JARK. (1)

po dly furm!fbrl-fln]butlull.d
n like a political rally for miners.

N Feckham Civic Centre for fund-raising
\

in Kent (Aylesham & Eyethorne)

Co.Durhas mining area)
for an NUM Artists
d at ‘ County Hall to

suite for local
f food/money

room and telephone
* LEWISHAM M'-"W"‘ groups for o

collections.

&
- %

Hotel for 11 miners overnight

Sua lnvoﬂﬂﬁgcn:g
re a ropriat _or

knowa

£1200 p.v. (food)
£1000 (clothing)

At least 215,000

roras’ 42 Prheritins

£2.6m .
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ORITY ASSISTANC: B
LOCAL AUTH E To STRIKING
MINERS =~ WALES
0 is no evidence of 5
re ass .
ﬂ“ workers but th istance being Provideq directly o ¢ ;
@Mﬁ.ne ; ere have been reports of help being o he National taion
rity donations to Support GrOups ing given, often by local

g v %0 striking g :
gland it would appear st i rsents & € Winers and thejp families.

5 cal Government Act 97, being made under section 157

No com: eadive information is available byt
the £ i .
from pre y& rts: olloving has been obtained

Blaenau 5 Borough Council

to buy Mod for miners ang families

Merthyr Borough @11 : £14,000
ditto @

Dyfed County Council @5 £10,000

£60, 800

ditto

Mid Glamorgan County Council@

free meals to children of s
during school holidays

The Chairman of South Glamorgan County Co% has recently launched an appeal

fund to support miners' families. @

The likelihood is that most local authorities in“the coalfield have given
assistance in some form or other over the period of the strike, if not in cash

aha - .
then by allowing free use of leisure facilities or mur@l transport etce

%
/@@

2

/
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AUTHORITY ASSISTANCE TO STRIKING MINERS - SCOTLAND

e main powers under which §

A cottish loc iti
}stance o striking mine al authorities are

J rs and their families are
nt§ectlon 83 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act
egtions 10 and 12 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act

on 83, which is equivalent to section 137 of the
Governmen; Act 1972, empowers authorities to incur
to the limit of a 2p rate on activities for which

already exists, and on contributions to

or UK work or charitable appeals connected
; vents affecting persons resident in the UK.
Section 10 of Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 empowers
authorities tg make grants to voluntary organisations; section 12
enables Councils to provide assistance in exceptional circumstances
to "persons in need"gififefined in the Act.

25 The Controller
for Local Authority Ac

no specific
charitable fU

it, the Chief Officer of the Commission
in Scotland, has been investigating
ments have been made under .the
powers noted above. He “w shortly be making two reports to
the Accounts Commission c ing payments by Lothian Regional
Council (under section 10 of Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968)
and Edinburgh District Councg der section 83 of the Local
Government (Scotland) Act 197

It is understood that these
reports will conclude that botQh orities were acting lawfully,
although the Contreller may exp ubt in the Edinburgh case.
This doubt arises because section the Local Government and
Planning (Scotland) Act 1982 forbi trict Councils from
invoking section 83 to empower expendi e when the Regional
Council has power to carry out this ty of expenditure. However,
the District may lawfully contribute
at the Region's invitation. A number o
other Districts are subject to the same
Edinburgh. The Controller is awaiting c f
Strathclyde on their use of section 12 of the Social Work (Scotland)
Act 1968 to support large payments.

B Comprehensive and reliable information on cale of
payments by authorities is not available but a
and reported in the "Scotsman" in November suggest
expenditure incurred at that time was as follows:

[CONFIDENTIAL|
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b

%
%} Donations to

: Social Work
Relief Funds

payments
tra?hclyde £50,000 £700,000
hian £20,000 s
£40,000 £525,000
o & 75,000*
£20,000 =
£25,000 =
£ 5,000 =
£ 3,000 i
£ 1,500 ) =

istress and including contributions
mannan Districts.

4. The social work pay
to total expenditure made
those of miners, althéugh i
of the expenditure has been
well understate the present
regarding payments by Fife Regg
that the Council's expenditure

referred to in the table above relate
amilies in need" - not specifically
likely that the major proportion
hat purpose. These figures may
n; a more recent Press report
Council, for example, suggested
eached around &1 million.

2
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Other Press Reports of Local

Authority Assistance to Miners

o
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SOURCE AND TYPE AND SIZE
L DATE OF SUPPORT
A
@
Local Authorities @
Glasgow Council M. Star 22/10 £20,000 %x
Edinburgh Council M. Star azaa £15,000 @
£ 5,000 to SOGAT '82 foed )
Islington M. Star 1/11 £57,000 G
(£ 3,000 p.m. levy on staff)
Haringey M. Star 12/11 £62,000 v
Support =i
X <
Greater Manchester M. Star 22/8 £5 fo dVparcels to families '—_
Telegraph 30/10 £ 2
w
Welwyn Garden City M. Star q2/41 @ sponsored walk ra)
Boreham Wood M. Star 12/ @> ,180 5
Barrow-in-Furness M. Star %’i& £100 O
Relief Committee \ o)
Brent Support Campaign M. Star @ 3/11 £80,000
Kent (Women Support) M, Star 12/11 £200 sponsored run
Tyne & Wear aph 30/10 £4 for food vouchers to families Ran for 5 months.
«Qk 6/8 £400,000 pledged
Mid-Glamorgan @ " 6/8 £316,000 "
Fife @ " n £266,000 o
Derbyshi @ i o £250,000 i
Not i 3 £130,000 i
eld \ i " £100,000 @ J
O —




{ TYPE AND SIZE

SOURCE AND
ORELALELIN IO DATE OF SUPPORT '
@
Hampshire (Support
Committee) M. Star 25/5 £10,000 <>X
£500 food for S.Wales g
Chesterfield (Women) M. Star 14/11 Support rallies @
Barnsley Newsline 20/11 Free school meals @
Blaenau Gwent £14,000 food vouchers
Westminster (Support v
Grou M. Star 16/11 Xmas toys -1
p) / s toy g
Lambeth (Joint Unions) Newsline 17/11 £1,500 wo f food -
£30 ens clothes and toys. 2
(1T}
o
k -
2
o
O]
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