10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 4 February 1985
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Thank you very much for your letter. I found our meeting

)

\~last September of immense value, and it was good to hear from you

again.

I do understand your fear that the NUM leadership may yet
evade responsibility for the misery they have caused - but I

believe that the Coal Board have been, and are being, resolute

about their position. For my part, I have made clear that there

can be no fudging of the central issue, and no betrayal of the
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working miners to whom we owe so much.

I hope you will bear with me on the question of a further
meeting. My time is so very full just now, and in the middle of
the month I have to go to the United States. But please write to
me again before then if you feel that the Government is failing

to get the message across.
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