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Lessons of the miners' strike

The question may be raised at this morning's meeting of MISC 10T

of whether a study should be undertaken of the lessons of the miners'
strike. I am sure that such a study would be valuable covering such
matters as endurance, policing, the uses made of the criminal and

civil law, and the financial pressures on strikers.

2 If it is agreed that this work should be put in hand, the most
convenient machinery for handling it would be the Official Group on
Coal (MISC 57) which I chair and which did the earlier studies on
withstanding a miners' strike. Soundings last week suggest that
this arrangement would be acceptable to officials of the departments

mainly concerned.

5% You will no doubt wish to mention this to the Secretary of
State for Energy and check whether he is agreeable to the matter
being handled in this way.

e

P L GREGSON

4 March 1985
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LABOUR QUOTES

AMNESTY

"I 'm not suggesting, any more than I 've ever condoned
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bodily harm shoud be pardoned and forgiven".

Roy Hattersley BBC news

Sunday 3 March
Neil Kinnock
Monday 4 March

News at One
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NUM DISPUTE: KEY FACTS
PITS WORKING

Working Normally

Turning Some Coal

Some men 26

Idle 93

NUM not on strike 53,300

(28%)

EX STRIKERS RETURNING

Start of dispute - end October
November - December 1984

1985 to date

COLLIERY FACES IOST

Producing 58
Salvage 22

Development 1

5,880

16,868
2% 52¢

8l

'
almest 27,000

C 52%)

( 890 today)

In addition a further 80 faces are causing concern.

WAGES ILOST

Per miner £8884 . In the industry as a whole £803 million.




NUM WORKING AT BOLSOVER, COVENTRY , IRELAND AND MARKHAM

3
Colliery MP At Work % of NUM (% on 21/2)
on DOOKS

B

Bolsover Mr Skinner 92.0
Coventry Mr Nellist 80.0
Ireland Mr Benn 53%.2
Markham Mr Benn 81.5

bs the NCB last




AVNESTIES IN 1672 and 1974

Line to take

- No compariscn can be made between events following the
strikes in the early 1970s and the position now.

Trcse strikes vere officisl] end invelved z21) memberé df‘
the KUM; there were therefore none of the acts of

inticidaticn and violence against other miners that we hawe
seen in this dispute.

Background

The KCB have no figures available centrally on the numbers

cf mer. dismissed or reinstated s a result of the strikes
in 1€72 and 1974.

Those strikes were "all in/all out" disputes and of short
duraticn. The level of violence was much lower and there

wzs not the friction between different groups of miners
that there has been in the past year.

During this dispute 709 men have been dismissed by the NCB,

A brezkdown of charges brought in the dispute to the end of
Februzry is attached.
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Penalties
of dispute

THERE have becn T-
rests, 10.335 tharges%n
to the pits sirike and 4

Huhmgd. according io
¢ Home Office ; 5.528 cases
have been dealt with, leading
to 4112 convichhons and
1,416 accquittals.

There have been |

rison &entences &and |
oil'ﬁer sentences involving
some form of custody before
or after trial.

w

The following table shows
the number and nature of
charges faced by miners by
the end of February.

Offence Number

Section 5 of the Public

Order Act (conduct

likely to cause a breach

of the peace) 4,083

Obstuction of @ police
constable 1.682

Obstruction of the
highway 640

Criminal damage

Criminal damage with
intent to endanger kfe

Arson

Assaulting a police
constable

Assault occasioning
actua! bodily harm

Grievous bodily harm
Theft

Resisting arrest

Ofiensive weapon

Conspiracy and Protection
of Property Act 1985

Burglary

Handling stolen property

Drug ofience

Breach of the peace
Breach of bail conditions

Attempt (various
ofiences)

Drunkenness
Unlawful assembly
Railway offences
Afiray

Riot

Incitement
|
Reckless driving

Threat/conspiracy to
cause damage

Explosive ofience

Threats to kill

Unlawful imprisonment

+ Other offences
j Murder
| Tota!




