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A

\
ool 1L e i ' |
of Com a 1ﬂ?t were informed of the business to be taken in the House
C‘g&& mons during the following week.

Enflict of
rterest in
!? Houge

Commop g

.FCRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that he was concerned about the

:cy of Select Committees to appoint as advisers people with

P2 ‘held, publicly known and often extreme positions on subjects

the %gﬁgégh they would be advising. An example had just occurred with

leade¥ :ent as an adviser to the Environment §e1ect Commi?tee of a

Althoy & opponents of nuclear power at the Sizewell Inquiry.
Committee had a second adviser who was more in favour of

Ducle ; ; :
8E%D <§£?>hls appointment by no means balanced the first.
i

In qj
Parg;:;zzi , 1t was pointed out that diff%culties were arising in
adviserg toﬂgt only as a result of the appointment of.lnapproprlate
arliament (Melect Comm1tt§es, but also because Fefta%n Members of
then gpoi Ps) retained to represent spec1f1c.1nterests. They

€ and vo response to the views of their paymaster rather

an ip 3 : 7 . 3
contr the intere 6T\t heir constituents and the nation. This was
ary to the str

th StAhes of the House of Commons and went further
an the ex : .
Pression ofZgfAgxal views by, for example, a farmer or a

Com .
Pany director,

brief discussion, said that there were
alter current practice on Members'

t position was unsatisfactory and
ined. The first stage would be for
ought the role of MPs as lobbyists

e A 3
shoulq y. ment to determine how
rities, which were bound to be

e . 2
Pointeq Constrained, given the
a MP who had a second source of

lncome aZUt’ between a paid lobbyi
e e 1S a farmer or a member of LIG¥d for example. The issue should
: Xamined p ;

informay y a small group of Minis n the light of further
ation about the present position@

<

1. ’ ;

Minj TOO? note, with approval, of the Prime

inStSter $ summing up of their discussion a
Tucted the Secretary of the Cabinet to

G o
Preépare material as a basis for further dis <Z::E)

THE gg
c
Making :ETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND said that he would. tha be
as g resuitatement on the increase of local authority rat cotland
take t of the recent revaluation and measures which h ed to

The Cabinet -

as
@ result., It would not deal with the unacceptably 13

P
%
<
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<

: CRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND said that the tragic mortar
te AP0 Newry police station did not represent the use of a new

CONFIDENTIAL

incr 3 ; 5 . 5 .
& zaSes ?y Edinburgh District Council. Action on this would depend on
requiperatlon of Scottish rate limitation legislation and more time was
red to go through the necessary procedures.

by the Irish Republican Army. Press reports to the contrary

ebutted, as had suggestions that the Catholic community in
ejoicing at the terrible event. Further action was being
tect police stations from this kind of attack.

had

e
Newr

taken

The ¥abinet -

2. Took n

€.

2-
Uncle
Brigt

THE FOREIGN ANDA
ar whether the t
wouldow Helicopters L
m be turned into a
en hostage,
aPpen;
Who haq

in Nigeria of the two British employees of
which was due to take place on 19 March,

PAyns were that this was not likely to
2 {ﬂ’; arantee as to the outcome. The two men,

<f<:£ an aircraft which had subsequently

efore been accused of complicity in
» had been trans
tention had markedly

0 a maximum security gaol on
AL!' de
gééi%pess to the detainees had for the
Strong re d;ggﬁtations had been made both to

n denied.

e Ni ;

EVerstﬁizlan ACFing High Commission . .ondon_and in Lagos: e

for the ti Poss.;lble would be done'to r an improvement 1in cond%t%ons

In the y ye Prisoners and to regaln coRé r access to them., Publicity
Nited Kingdom for their predica t could be expected.

THE
Britzggglcg AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said thgézii) ting between
March.anl Libyan officials had taken place, as ed, in Rome on
Constitute t had been made clear to the Libyans tR3 » meeting dlq not
was nop 5 eaf?reluQe to a restoration of normal relg and that 1t
c?mplained lrst in a series of such exchanges. Th qns had
Libyan di Strongly about the British Government's attfraeVtowards
?iffiCultssldents in the United Kingdom and about the all
'8sue of tis encountered by Libyan students here. They made an
The Britg € sentences imposed recently on four Libyans in ster.
Bfitish zh_r?sponse to Libyan complaints had been firmly di ging;
Over 71 Officials had stressed the British Government's grav

i A
Yan threats of support for the Irish Republican Army a
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Othe . Hater :

Cié;a A re:tteerrlst activity. The Libyans had not been encouraged to expect
tos F oration of consular relations, and no arrangements had been made
b urther meetings, although the Italian authorities had offered to

ost . :
Cﬁ;ﬁ One in a few months' time.

Turks ang
CaiCOs

hlmms REIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that a difficult situation

en in the Turks and Caicos Islands. This dependent territory,
ulation of under 8,000, was progressing towards independence
lu model but so far had a relatively unsophisticated

;gzs;;e under which an elec?ed Legislature chose a Chief Minister.
arregteq cumben% of this o?f}ce, Mr Norman Saunders, hgd been

rug Enf, ether w}tv two P011§1ca} c911eagues, by the United Statgs
T or mgnt.Adm1n1strat10n in Miami on 5 March on charges re1§t1ng
dayg! & trarficking. They were due to appear before a Grand Jury 1in ten

time, and bail of $2 million was being demanded by the United
5 This created problems for the government of the
took the view that government could not continue

aiting trial on bail. The Governor was

e Mr Saunders's resignation. There were some
econd Mins s.of the Adminisgration, inc¥uding the

I o, aln18ter, Mr Fra ?lght help to br}ng about ths outcome.
meeting, result of §1s det:gﬁ’b , the Chief M%nlster fal}ed to atFend
aCCOun% of the Legislatur SE§EEEOUId be required to resign on this

the Goyn In the last resor ver, %t might be necessary to empower
Serioug rnor, through an Order unc1%, to remove Ministers Yho faced
hi8h~han§r1mlnal charges. 89c a n.mlght be open to accusatlo?s.of
GOVanme edness'or of preéumlng _th of tﬁe accused. The British
S tong was in cﬁe amb1g9ous P i of bglng concerned, on the one
°the; e 0 gveryth%ng possible to affic in drugs but, on tbe

for tﬁe . ?elng.o§11ged to rgspond to ealg for consular'protect19n
states. hief Minister and his collea qﬁgzphlle they were in the United

| official Such an appeal had in fact bee ed, and British consular
baiy an: were on the%r way.to'v%51t the tainees. The question of \
Lte ;Ould of any possible liability by the r1t%sh G9v§rnment to provide
Teleanin take some days to resolve. If the Chief Minister were to be
| tria] WO ?n bail, his eventual return to the qn%te- States to stand
meantimeu d be dependent on.the normal‘extfaQ1t 0 ocedures. In the
urks anq necessary precautions for maintaining
8uard gp; Caicos Islanqs were being taken: the Roy
Islands.lp was on station w1Fh%n two hour§' sal%ln-
Notice E and a company o? British troops 1n Bgllze was
were op :hm9ve. Two officers of the Metro?olltan Pol1' ‘
Q“estiOn eir way to the Islands. 'In Parliament, a Privaly otice
Might on the episode had been disallowed on the previous 3
well be revived.

In
a s : . S : .
re hort discussion, it was noted that 1in equity a voluntar

Si ;
shouigaFlon by the Chief Minister, although the best outcome t

or,
10 theory by temporary, pending the determination of his<§§§Z£%S

ayy's Caribbean
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A4 1Mnocence o guilt; although in practice he would be obliged, if found

lnnoc?nt’ to regain his position afresh through the relgvant
<:> constltutional procedures. The possibility that the United States

\thorities might fail to sustain their charges against Mr Saunders
$1d not pe excluded; but the evidence against him was strong and the

@Of money involved substantial.

R AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that, in a further flare-up
o ac in the Gulf War, an Iranian bombardment of Basra had been
te
y

S an Iraqi missile attack on the Iranian town of Desful, The

“egeSSar recautions for the safety of British subjects in Basra were

) bZtng takén, The United Nations Secretary-General had again appealed to

h sides to cease hostilities.

3&5 FOREIGN anp ¢ ALTH SECRETARY said that ome of three ?eople
andm thg Police, ac information prov1deq by Her ngesty ) C9stoms
13 ?xc1se, had arres 21 February for be19g'found in possession of
on kll°s of heroin, ha icated a fourth ind1v1dua} who.turned out,
in 1nvestigation, to be a d Secretary at the ngb1an.H1gh C9mm1ss1on
immtondon’ Mr Godfrey Lu Mr Lubinga had claimed diplomatic

search of his residence. A request had

nity
Subg Y 1n order to frust : o S bk
ian Government for the waiving

equntly been made to th

pe Ublnga's diplomatic immu his request had been granted on the
trrzgnal lnstructions of Presi unda, who was strongly opposed to
aff:

tlc ip drugs., As a result o helpful response.by the ngbiap
> Mr Lubinga was being de for investigation, pending his

POSsih)e trial, <;§§>

Zea] ME MINISTER, in a short discussion of the policy of the New

Vessaqd Government with regard to calls at New Zealand ports by naval
€ls ei

that Lther carrying nuclear weapons or unde clear power, §aid
ry dyring his call on her on 4 March the New‘ ea’:nd Prime Minister,

Svad Lange, had professed confidence that alwg uld be found of
DSurlng £ )

Polic hat ships of the Royal Navy did not bris Government':'s
Cleary' The Prime Minister said that she, for he ;;’ had made it
QUest'that she saw no such possibility and that t?e < /doPld be no

y Rolon of either confirming or denying the carriag ;’*f\flear weapons
althozal Navy ships, It had been clear from the disc vy Lhat,

Which Eh M Lange was concerned to find a way off thg.po‘4 3
h had impaled himself, he had not thought the issug
alistic ideas on how it could be resolved.

In .
noti?rther discussion, it was noted that the United Klngd?m do
"8 to abet an irresponsible policy which sought to differ
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between United States and British naval deployments and that, in present

1986

<;33§ cll'c'dmst.smces, a visit to New Zealand by Royal Navy ships planned for

could not proceed. It was pointed out that New Zealand's

the defence of freedom created compelling grounds for the continued
:4fn°e of New Zealand's interests by the United Kingdom, particularly
(\.\e European Community; but that a weakening of New.Zealand's. :
1;?#’“m“t to Western defence could call this support into question; it
/YEA, in any case, significant penalties for the United Klngdom-xn
O3\goodwill in the European Community. Reactions by her Allies to
d's ill-considered policy should not be such as to reinforce

commitment to it by enhancing his domestic political

<§§>r88d1ness’ in two world wars, to send her troops halfway round the world

New™7
Mr Lay

g:slti en the fact that alternative ports of call for United
tes ng ssels were geographically so far distant, however, the
stFEngth

he American response was understandable.

The Cabinet -

Took note, @

gésu TH$ FOREIGN AND CO LTH SECRETARY said that all the unresolved
comees !N the negotiatio he enlargement of the Community would
ish to the Council of Mini (Foreign Affairs) on 17-20 March. O?
memb the Uniteq Kingdom had dssfully held together the group of five
nece:r States who had taken Y 'u‘%r position.' It wou1§ now be
editsary to push through a sa A tory solut%on: On integrated
€rranean programmes there be a continuing battle to cut down

Gr
eek €Xpectations,

2
/?%

GN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that pparent

resigq digg between the Federal German Ch?nceugégisﬂerr Kébl, and

nd thent M}tterrand of France on the handling o pe—pommunity budget

Frenche Fevised own resources decision concealed a <@_ eement. The

2 revisedthought that the Germans had accepted to go :-‘fﬁ with the
€Clsion providing new resources from 1 JanuaYy

THE FOREI
nderstan

o YUe

ate . .
acce:tf Ut the Germans had made this conditional on ri 23 tion of the
Changzlo? treaties with Spain and Portugal. Such misundér¥af

S ln -

dings or
Some ¢, th? German position had become more common and ausing
it was EStraFlon within the Community. In dlSCUS§IQn it wag that
1,000 m.ec?mlng unrealistic to expect that the Un%ted Kingdom
Fevi3ed1111°“ ecu abatement would be implemented in 1985 ?hfo. _
Coulq beown resources decision. If so, there would be criticis , h

of political importance. It might therefore be better t C§§§§

| /
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ngiteszEET.hand, it was argued that, although in the end the decision
."tethVQ O 1mplement the Unlteq K1ngdom'§ aba?ement 1? 1?85 tbrough an
rliamen;‘nmental agreement, this could give rise to difficulties in Fhe
b ; Of some member states., It was too soon to.conclude that it
’ € lmplemented through an article in the revised own resources
on. Both options could be kept open, at least in the next Foreign
S.C°UﬂCil. It was also pointed out that the Germans were
b
a

now . .
cié;ﬁ? 0 for the abatement to be covered in an intergovernmental agreement.

ngly taking the view that, because they were the largest net
Ors to the Community budget, they should get what they wanted
national interests; recent examples were the authorisation of

1
co

Natjg ‘ .

Councg ments to German farmers, the dispute at the Dublin European

diffiay) e addition of sugar to German wine and the current

o ult ich Germany was making on the handling of the Community
get an

he increase in own resources,

The Cabinet -

RS 4,
0 £ ':HE SECRETARY OF S R ENERGY said that, following the decision
0 (NuM) Pecial delegate co de¥ce of the National Union of Mineworkers

Negotiat pEEN a return to work on 5 March without a
resist ed settlement. As have been expected, there had been
ance to a resumption ol

:?vimm membe 4‘\ in a few areas, but the percentage of
%fhmncE day, the rS.not on sFrike was Q¢ -5"‘d to risg to some 98 per cent that
C0(85)7th bulk of tmaln exceptions being Aregfgd 1,000 miners in Scotland and the
““Chmion Tapid] 2,000 miners in Kent. ""!‘ational Coal Board (NCB) was now
n“teg =5 adQQUaZestepplng up movements of c¥Ya J\ power stations so as to ensure
Taadacs endurance in the autumn, arffd” o¥fburn was being graéually
ismiss;1 Therg would continue to be Pulties for a period over the
of f of miners found guilty of ser? riminal and disciplinary

en ;
"°U1dc§:' The Select Committee on Empl t had announced that it
un

Press ap, deftaking an inquiry into that\\ssue., The NCB would now
capacitye?d with its plans to decentralise decision making and to bring
int

Would epg O a more reali§tic relationship with dem§nd. The B9arq

Colliery gavour to honour its agreement with the onal Association of

woulq L vgrme?, Peputles and'Shotflrers, but tife tltude.o§ the NUM

collje, € 1t difficult to achieve a generally a revision of the
¥ review procedure.

THE

retuEgCEﬁTARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMEN? sai? t?at thg ma in which the

the disputWOrk had occurred would raise difficult issue t whether

aboyt eli e ?091d be deemed to have ended for the purpose e rules

this yaq gibility for unemployment benefit. The line to s that

4 matter for the Chief Adjudication Officer in eac
THE
move:EgRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the blacking o

alreadyts b¥ railwaymen had ceased and that British Rail (BR) w
MOvVing all the coal offered to it. The rail unions had tgbfe

6 2
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clai ¥ 3 . '

BR a: for a 30 per cent increase in pay despite the losses incurred by

claip a result of the coal strike. It seemed possible however that the
would not be pursued vigorously and that an early settlement at a

re
<§§> asonable levyel might be secured.

@ The Cabinet -

rgy on the ending of the miners' strike.

g@i Congratulated the Secretary of State for
e

Took note.

THE
COt§ECRETA OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND said that the industrial action by
3 sh teachers was continuing, including selective strikes in

ins
re?iit:;ii constituen?ies. The parents of.the children affected seemed
could go. y to.ap iate that there was little that the Government

ispute ’blt mig necessary before long to seek to escalate the
a“thorié ut this ell prove unpopular. The fact that the local
th ¥y employers xenerally sympathetic to the teachers meant

fspect of any effective action being taken

at ther
€ was no real/
{deived in the selective strikes.

ai 3
INSt the individuals

THE sgg
E

ag

nglandRETARY OF STATE FOR ,e,-f ATION AND SCIENCE said that in
14 and Wales selectivé es were causing more trouble in cities

an j . . .
g°0dwi?1the shire county arewWy le the withdrawal of teachers'
was having a disruptiypaRMyect throughout the country.
In f,
r : . ;
ther discussion the follow nts were made -
al

5 There was continuing conc aPout the success of the tactic
Seeking to put pressure on Mi
spite the view of the House

S . i through their position as

aUthO;Fu?ncy Member§ of.Par11amen€:§§;i :

S ities that.thls dlq not amoun an attempt to put improper
teachure on ?arllament, it was fglt at selective actlon.by

e ers against all supporters in Pa 1am?n§ of one partlcular_
agaiz Shoulq ?e regarded as a breach of privilege, and that action
e st a limited number of the supporters of-that party should
qually be so regarded.

b, : : (r )
Before anything was done to ventilate the @

Eg:séderation §hou1d be given to how the Gover n;;,
sanctl?eaker rejected a comp%aint of breach of p ‘éﬁﬁ >

Commitons could'b? imposed if a complaint were up -‘;<?\ Fhe
e tee of Privileges. It would also be for cons d;‘;plon
Pl‘ovi:r further amendments should be made to trade <.'-'
il e for some action agalqst 1nq1V1d9als engaged 1 7
Consees, or to make trade unions financially liable for
quences of such strikes.

hments in public,
ould react if

CONFIDENTIAL
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remaj . .
in dlned deeply concerned about the tactics adopted by Scottish teachers
Concentrat

TH : : :
Cii;? E PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Cabinet

ing their action in Ministers' constituencies; that concern

“igttation with the Law Officers and with the assistance of the

ary of the Cabinet, should prepare a full statement of the case
complaint of breach of privilege, together with an analysis of the
open to the Government in the light of the Speaker's response.
etary of State for Employment, in consultation with the Law
should review the scope for effective Government action to
Polici‘ ’%ective str%k?s intended to inflict su?stantial economic oOr
POSSibfi amage at minimal cost t9 the tradg unions concgrqed, and the
¢ Of changes in trade union law which would facilitate such

sh . P
ould be brought to wider public attention. The Lord Privy Seal, in

t

actiOn'
The Ca 'net -

;f _ Took note, with approval, of the Prime
iNister's g up of their discussion.

4 Invited T
Consultation w
aSS1stance of th

d Privy Seal, in

Law Officers, and with the
tary of the Cabinet, to

g;epare a statemen e case for a complaint

; Privilege which erve to bring the
w;SUe before the wide ic, and to consider
at steps would be op the Government in

the light of the Speake sible response to
Such a complaint.

Sis :

Em Invited the Secretary Of e for

0f2¥OYment, in consultation wYt Law
icers, to review the scope for ective

0 £ : 3

anzer“ment action to counter sel strikes,

oL to consider the possible need rther
anges in trade union law.

5
. T :
iguregE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said (tha

adjuStedSEOng a fall in unemployment 9f 17,000.
aSsesSmentasls,.however, there was an increase of
0’000‘15 0remamed that the underlying trend wa§ a ;
Owegt 000 a month., At the same time short-time w was at its
haq be;na“d overtime working at its highest for five y d there
Nunmbe ofan lnCregse during the previous year ?f 340,000 e t9tal
MUmbeyr People in employment (as again§t an increase of 0 in the
particular¥nempl°yed). Growth in part-time employment had ¥

f self*empy marked, while there had also been an 1increase 1n§§§§Sbumber

loyed. Although the end of the miners' strike wou <§§§Z;:

the February
easonally
His

ease of
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for : §r°vement in the performance of the economy, and so the prospects
Jobs,

it
Cié;> th:e}f reduce the number of unemployed, it would remove an obstacle to
::g& m
@ The Cabinet -

a W . .
mlums Counci } inet considered a memorandum by the Lord President of the

) 6) about conveyancing by employed solicitors.

Breyt

hfuzzs z:g LORD SIDENT OF THE COUNCIL said that when Cabinet last considered

CW83)C§: alloISSue.O. conveyancing there were two lines of approach. One was to

Cﬁmlusith instY S°¥1Cltors employed by banks, building societies and similar

H“mteaons, the ltut1°?s to undertake conveyancing and the other was to provide for
.~ ©Stablishmen new profession of licenced conveyancers. At that

tlm?’ it had been
:Zhleve than the 13
cozteand legislatio
JustiZ:n;?rs was now bé
conflice 121: On employed~ 7 icitOfs, howevgr, real difficulties of

so icitOr: interest had gd which made it grguable.whether employed
Off: should be allowed ffer conveyancing services., A group of

A
€lals had been asked to<d the problems involved and they had

t that the former would be rather easier to
In practice, this had not proved to be the
tablish the profession of licenced

dev 3
1se " . 3 . .
minimid a "basic service", a bed in Annex A of his memorandum, to
advicQse conflicts of interest s "basic service" would not include
mattersabOUt the mortgage or ot nancial issues or about any other

: on whi i
Coincigde ich the interests o

4;’ er and lender might not
+ The Home and Social Aff-zzggsymmittee had been unable to

agre
ace < whether, on this basis, confli¥tsg interest would be dealt with
eptably and

a resu] Wheth?r che.advantages i would ensue Fo the consumer
Feduceq . t of adopting this course of 'would justify the risk of
COnsume ogsUmer protection. They had r nised the attractions to the
Service g the building societies provid a more comprehen51vg '
than th;t He a}80 that th? service would.b? 31gn1f1cant1y.more limited
UNable ¢4 provided by an independent solicitor. The Committee had been

to be
referred to Cabinet for a decision.

In g;
is . A :
Cussion, the following points were made -

a,

reach a final conclusion and the issuigzjs>therefore

The work of the group of officials had esta that such

confl ;
} ma:fllcts were more extensive than had been thoug
| ter was first considered by the Cabinet, and the

tgrvice" which they had suggested minimised but did
em, ?
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Independent evidence had shown that the cost of conveyancing
by solicitors had already been reduced as a result of increased
Price competition and this would be reinforced when the new
Profession of licenced conveyancers came into being.

c. The "basic service'" was limited by constraints upon the
émployed solicitor not to advise in specified areas, and whatever

ely that in practice many purchasers, especially first time
r's, would tend to accept the services of the employed

itor, The purchaser would view it as more convenient and
elieve that it would influence his chance of securing a

Cié%;;nings to this effect he gave to the house purchaser, it seemed

» . He would tend to underestimate the dangers of conflict
of 3 t, even if they had been explained to him. There must be
d°“bt<§E§§t the explanation would in fact be such as to convince an
untutoked customer.

d.  The arguments against the use of employed solicitors would be
nore impresg f they did not assume that advice currently given
y %ndepend‘§_ Alicitors was both effective and uninfluenced by
their relation with the building societies. At present, a
Pu?chaSer gohn$~g small independent solicitor might find himself
€ing given advi was considerably less able than that which
Might be given by e organisation.

Sie The examples of a;ﬂ:'ct of interest which had been suggested
8 being seriously damto the use of employed solicitors would
°ccur only in a limiteg\u @2 of transactions. It would be worth
Fisking some diminution .@ mer protection at the margin in
order to secure the advant¥ o the consumer of the use of
€mployed solicitors.

£, Whatever the balance of adw¥an e between reduced consumer
groFectiOH and increased consume rce, it was clear that any
€8lslation put before Parliament d.meet with considerable
dlfficulty.

go

One way of avoiding conflicts of “interest might be to limit
the use of employed solicitors to those cases where the loan was
awarded by another institution. This could , for example, that
the_SOIicitor employed by one building socig y‘}ould be able to
dvise his client on all the aspects of a tXamgaenion, including a
lo§n by another society, without restriction.“?!’ a solicitor in
Ehls Position might, however, seek to influenc? 2 client to
;ransfer the mortgage transaction to his employe 0

'Wplications of such an approach needed further i ation.

?: The position would be different when the new pra gn of
elcenced conveyancers was established. A client migh ably
XPect advice on a wide range of topics from a solicitor he

3 The use of employed licenced conveyancers would t
Present different questions.

: 9
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:g:ld expect a licenced conveyancer to undertake conveyamW E%;ork
Yo he
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not MA : :
dccept that the proposal for employed solicitors to provide a ''basic

T . :
6?2;> HE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Cabinet did

ijf::Z:;e" (as set out in the Annex to C(85) 6) for h9use-bu¥ers was a
S :°t°$y way of resolving the problems of cogf}lct of xgterest.
_rabimalqed, nonetheless, a strong body of opinion that 1t was
e, if at all possible, to find an acceptable way of enabling
ed solicitors to undertake conveyancing. Further consideration
be given to the possibility of allowing conveyancing to be
én by solicitors employed by institutions other than the one
g the loan, or to limiting the service in other ways eg to the
alone or to employed licenced conveyancers when these were
The discussion had also revealed considerable disquiet
lity of the service currently provided by independent
in particular the ability of the Law Society to
embers of the profession and provide redress where
or malpractice had occurred.

discipline
lnefficienc

The Cabinet -

1, Took nokk

Mins \ approval, of the Prime
lnlster's sSumn

p of the discussion.

2. Invited the { Ohancellor to consider
:iternﬁtive ways, i g those mentioned in
> € Prime Minister's g up, of enabling
mployed solicitors toy \de services to
house‘bUyers which wou i
s c(85) 6 and to
POTt urgently to the Hor M ocial Affairs

ig Invited the Lord Chancellogggahconsider
ef?F further action was needed ure the
lclency and probity of solicit

o : 3
e;:ure'that complaints against soli
€ctively dealt with and that red

against

m . x A )

asl?racclce or inefficiency was readi

A ;l}able and to report to the Home and Social
airs Committee,

9,
Inet Offjce | %}
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