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1L
the )
disecl
the 1
a

THE PRIME MINISTER drew attention to the publication of reports in
ress and other media on 6 and 7 June 1985 which purported to
O0se what had passed in the course of the Cabinet's discussion of
_Egislative programme for 1985-86 at its meeting on 6 June, and
[ticularly an exchange of views about whether a measure to deregulate
lvate rented housing should be included in the programme. The

losures in these reports had been an embarrassment to Department of
vironment Ministers in subsequent debates in the House of Commons.

2 clear that the information on which these reports were based was
in

h the hands of the journalists concerned by 3.30 pm on 6 June,
yhe e%fi%;ief Press Secretary had been asked to comment. The
1

infor could not have come from him, because he had not been
gEGSent e Cabinet meeting and did not know what had passed at it
qnre ere sufficiently accurate (though they were not entirely
e clear that the disclosure could have come only from
Cabji nt at the meeting. It would ?e generally agreed by the
Thelget tha IF was deplorable that such d1sclosure§ shou}d be made.
rankness indispensable for effective Cabinet discussion depended on
zgif?YOCeedings and_exchanges of view in Cabinet being kept in sFrict
o lde“?e- If mgpBey\s of a Cabinet could not rely on Fhat confidence
tﬁl?g Maintained, e¥-would be inhibited in their readiness to express
€T views freely ankly in discussion.

so) for 1
SOomeone pr&<e

It was pointeq out in

3 ion that some of the press reports in
duestion had referred t

g lance'" on what had occurred. Once reports

gszhls kind came out, joafNaDhsts inevitably rang up members of the

cre;?gt for comment., In th yrcumstances a Minister could not

te 1oly claim ignorance, a--“bb hing he said by way of comment would
nd to bpe described as "ouidaes

THE PRIME MINISTER,

g?is episode was tha

summing up scussion, said that the lesson of

- t it was essen o maintain the confidentiality
Proceedings in the Cabinet; she égéi@d that all her colleagues would
€ guided accordingly,

The Cabinet - @

TOOk,“°te: with approval, of the Pri Minister's
Summing up of the discussion.

PARy, @

IAME

APRArRe ‘VTARY .

e o% The Cabinet were informed of the business to in the House
Commons ip the following week, %

ke b7
Peap
€fen T
R HE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE said that he might need Saewbke a
Co lpmen¢ Statement th

OperatiOn mEetingS on

o European arms co-operation which were to be held i
N 17 and 18

June. One meeting was of the Independent European
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Joint production of a European Fighter Aircraft: There wgresE:o:piztS
Progress at IEPG. It was not, however, possible at this forga
Predict whether five-power agreement on'the characterlstlgs ol
Uropean Fighter Aircraft would be obtainable. Lord‘Carflgg haé Sge
Cretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organxsatlt'an e
€ch the previous day urging greater armaments co-operati IR

€an allies but referring in particular to the need for ri

Ty = as distinct from Government - to make more forthcoming

gin this field.

{’0F STATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT said that rec?nt andlplangsd
water charges would undoubtedly have.a pro:r:ment p :(;e
the debate Y 19 June on an Opposition motion entitled Govern@e o
Imposed Price Increases". The Opposition spokesman on the enviro
would be winding up_the debate, and it would be necessary forta:
Environment Minig} o speak. The Chairman of the Thames Wate e
A“thOTity had resdmed—his campaign against the current pr1c1nge§vative
and this would be 1" to have an effect on a number of Con: yakive '
Members of Parliame‘-" his view the policy woyld neeq to be A
later in the year dur annual public expenditure discussions.

<;;%Z;> Programmes_Group (IEPG), the other of the five countries considering

l0Creasges

The Cabinet -

Took note, %
<

3. THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH ggggkﬁY said that Pre31der.1t:'Reag§nt
°f the United States had taken the ¥fp nt and welcome.dec131gnd§ : 5
the Uniteq States should continue to e the constraints embodie

the secong Soviet/American agreement o rgiegic arms 11m1tat10n;

(sALT I1). The President's decision ha n taken after thoroug
consultation

with the European allies, no bly in the Min;s;izzal i
meeting of the North Atlantic Council in Lisbon on 6 and ) .
Uniteq Kingdom had played an important part, throggh the Prime

Ml“ister's et

eting with the United States SeQre f State, Mregzzgge
ShUItz’ on 7 June, and through the Prime Minist¢ ubsequgnt m £ags
Fo the President. The European allies had all argytd -hat'1t was
\POTtant that the United States should uphold the aints in
SALT 17, The President's decision was therefore a V&
It would b

€ necessary to continue to watch closely the
with the constraints; the Soviet reaction t
d been entirely predictable.

compliance

< 1
" resident's
€cision ha

i::cz:z“;;
D
L
>
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Denmark
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g?grzgiEIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa%d that he hgd visitgd
ini ar on 7 and 8 June as well as meeting the Spanish Foreign
Ster, Senor Moran, on 7 and 12 June. The atmosphere in Gibraltar
been relaxed. The community there was responding well to the
eased economic opportunities created by the full opening of the
er with Spain. The need to develop practical co-operation with
He had made clear to the Chief Minister of

as recognised,
L : 7
» S1r Joshua Hassan, and also to Senor Moran, that independence

:Zz no n'option.for gibraltar. One encouraging.e}ement in his visit
Mr Bas S meeting with the.leader of thg oppo§1t10n, Mr Joe Bassano.
S5 ked.to present h1@se1f as a disruptive fa?tor, but.he now
BasE: s taking a longer view and to be less negative than in the

S was significant: Sir Joshua Hassan's period in office might
ast very much longer and Mr Bassano might win an election.

TH? SECRETARY OF
Which wag not with
Performance in the
ofe occagion seemed t
hadreactlons were rath
found real affection i

ack to the Briti
before, ritish role

FOR DEFENCE said that he had taken the step,
sk, of making a frank speech about Denmark's
field at Friedrichsborg Town Hall on 4 June.
gone well; the British Ambassador's report
itive. The Secretary of State for Defence
nmark for the United Kingdom, which went
liberation of the country forty years

Tn'a Fes . ; :
comm brief discussion, it was that the Danish Foreign Minister had
énted to the Foreign and C

Of Stare sl alth Secretary that the Secretary

YRl fence's speech ha ed the minority Government in
X 1n its dealings with the o ion,

2
%

The Cabinet -

Took note,

4'

CCESE?E FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said~tifes the Treaty of

1 Janu On under which Spain and Portugal would en he Community on
Lish ary 1986 had been signed by the 12 countrie

°n on 12 June,

%

THE prg
OPPOrtiE}GN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that he had takeh\t
N1ty at the informal meeting of Foreign Ministers at St

_9 .

June and in the margins of the signing of the Treaty of Acc <§gg§§n
3 /?
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g:::;: and Lisbon to stregs the.realistic.and p9sitive proposa}s for the

rwargment of thg Community which the United Kingdom was putting

for the Milan European Council. There was an increasingly

espread acceptance of the United Kingdom's approach. In particular,
ad had a useful exchange of views with the Danish Prime Minister, Mr
er, and with the Prime Minister of Italy, Signor Craxi. The

however, had not declared their hand and it was not yet clear

a further initiative would come forward from the French

P : : TR ; ; : 3
FERA] » Monsieur Mitterrand, after his discussion with Signor Craxi.

THE <§;;> : :

Mi MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that the Council of

p;?::;ersd(Agriculture) on 11-12 June had resumed discussion of support
had Stoas Yelat-- measures fgr cereals and rapeseed. The Comm13519n

of 1.8 od firm,/x ) United Kingdom a?d French support, on a reduction
QUes;ioper cent‘ Q Y¥exeals support prices. There was, therefore, no
n of unpic @ he package. Faced with a request to vote, the

e fdpchle, had formally invoked paragraph 2 of the

ierman Minister,
uxe . 3 .

mbo“rg compromi sg ‘4§e President of the Council had nonetheless
3\ four member states participated. Six

Proceeded to a vote. in
membe r States - the Unife

Republije of Ireland d N ngdom, Francez Greece, Denm§rk, the

Bt lingdie ¢ . and and th deral.Republlc of Germany 1tse1f'—

been formall ake part in te since the Luxembou?g.compromlse had
clear wha: y invoked. Th , therefore, no decision. It was not
the Currentthe “EXF steps wo on ceregls.and Fapesegd prices. When
the market .marketlng year e e Commission might simply operate.

t in the legal vacuum e were some who considered that 1in

res g
poiultlng from the threshold guara hould be given effect; but this
potential objections, the

ese c¢i 3 ; :
Clrcumstances the full 5 p ggt reduction in support prices
C
large a cut.

n .
Ommi was disputable and, in view
SS1lon would be unlikely to enf

In dlscussion it
€rmansg,

Agriculty

was pointed out that ressure remained on the
Furthermore, the events in tha\\Council of Ministers
lhtny re) had establ%shed th? Luxembolrg compromise wore.f%rmly in
for invoiigrocedures2 while casting dou?t on the German Justlf}catlon
in the Sizeg 2 very 1mp9rtagt national interest er a small difference
Powerfy] re‘of a reduction in cer?al support pfj
Buropean ¢ tnforcement for the United Kingdom 'y
compromiseogncﬂ, which was to insist-on retentiq i t@e.Lux?mbourg'
use i _Ut propose a procedure for more forma fication of its
Particular cases. It was also stated that t aition taken by

the p ;
( ‘ederal Republic of Germany in the Council of Mi

Agric
ulture) was a reflection of strains in the Gove

coalition.
‘'t was cle

T ar that the Minister President of Bavaria, Herr uss, had
T that measures which would give rise to a fall i rs'
er ln Bavaria were not acceptable and that, if the F epublic

et
O agree to them, the coalition would be threatened.
: /@
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The Cabinet -

Took note,

= SECRETARY OF'STATE FOR THE ENVIRQNMENT said that there were
wEre<£§§?10§al authorlt%es in England - Liverpool and Lambeth - which
Woula lng‘the setF1ng of.a'rate. There was some hope that Lambeth
aboens rse its ear%1er decision, taken by 32 votes to 30 in the.
St ih ome Coun§1! @embers, not'to set a rate. The Conservative
fr0mpth e ha? requ1§1t10ned a megtlng, and letters had now gone out
COuncile strict Aud1t9r as the flrst'stage towards surcharging the
T members Fespons1b1e for tbe fal%ure to set a rate: IF was
and th:n; t9 avoid any chargg of inconsistency between this situation
e ecisio the ?ub11c Work§ Logn Board to mage a loan of.
diffe on to L since the criteria for the actions were quite
rent, The § on in Liverpool was less promising. The Council

might decide to ‘a

s afe but it was unlikely to be at a level
Sistent with the ement:s.
THE SECRETARY OF STAT JA

3 QCOTLAND said that he had moved to reduce the
Tate in Ed \ d

S
%,

&

TH

re'ii:EZERETARY OF STATE FOR THE ENVIR(@
us servi i i

Amb&SSadOrs ce 1n Liverpool on Satu

Peniteng of Belgiym.anq Italy. The me had been of sympathy,

fOOtballe and r?conclllat1on following th¥® violence at the European gup

findip .TatCh 1n Brusse1§. The two Ambassadors hgd not been alone in

Visitig 7 4 moving occasion., A delegation fro verpool would also be
"8 Turin the following week to express sympaYpy and regret.

inburgh and wou He would hold firmly to

. 3 uce the grant.
1S position,
The Cabinet -

1. Took note,

aid that he had attended a
June, together with the

The Cabinet - : @
' v
>

THE ¢
e HANCELLOR OF THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER told the Cabinet ter

at d . % . .
and 4 ay the National Gallery would be announcing a gift of 1lion

Ma PPrOmise of a further gift of £30 million in a few mont

aul Gercy 11. %
s %
<

2. Took note,
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r?tit“de to Mr Getty for this munificent donation; she would herself
L

%THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Cabinet would wish to express their
g

te to Mr Getty accordingly.

ention to write to Mr J Paul Getty II to express their
appreciation of his generous gift to the National
G’%r
y.

&
%

The Cabinet - i
g@g Took note, with warm approval, of the Prime Minister's

Cabinet 0ffice

13 June 1985
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