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 The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House 
I Commons during the following week.

> 8»io„

a  »»
Ud Bone£it

on^23^\ETARY F STATE F0R S0CIAL SERVICES said that the Opposition Day 
be would be used for a debate on child benefit and housing

uPratJl>r̂  T^e 0ppos: ,::on would argue that child benefit should be 
whicĥ ft*r5^ * ne inflation, rather than by the smaller increase
st i ™Y 7J~i\announced earlier that week. They were likely to use the 
k meityp̂ y the Conservative candidate in the Brecon and Radnor 

to ®ctFW ,  t*lat child benefit should be inflation-proofed and taxed, 
arrass the Government. Some Government backbenchers might agree 
that view. It would be necessary to praise the candidate's 

br^ pandence whH ŝJ: arguing against his views. He would circulate 
ln 8 to collVagUes Qn both child benefit and housing benefit.

? U8e of 
tords

hacj PRESIDENT OF /Wj^GGUNCIL said that the Local Government Bill
ha(j S0 âr taken up 19 ̂ a ^ o n  the floor of the House of Lords. There 
0ccu^0t ^et been any GovermlJ^t defeats at Report Stage, but one might 
Aut^r that day on an amerraSi£fra\to set up an elected London Co-ordinating 
0f 0rity. If the GovernnJ^i^^ce defeated it would not be as a result 
hiff C^anfe f heart by its s^mfokters but rather because of the 
cle 1CU^t^es f maintaining cwuvLfHted full attendance. He would make it 

that any defeat would be'^elfepsed in the House of Commons.

Lord^p^^ MINISTER said that the would wish to congratulate the
hill (5es^ ent f the Council on tfre^k^Ll with which he had piloted the 

r ugh the House of Lords in v^M^y^tthfficult circumstances.

The Cabinet 

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister s
remarks.

^ ? , o£ 

El»Pl^ 011
Pi yment

EmploECRETARY °F STATE F0R EMPLOYMENT said that Committee on
Natio i*11 iust published a report on the miner^/wfemssed by the
rePorii;a hoard (NCB) for misconduct during the strike. The
level Ca^ieh n the NCB to review the cases at both n^rt^n«l and area 
but EEiere were 6 Conservative and 4 Labour members of/£jĵ % Commit tee,
ôtin*̂  , ln.^orst MP had voted with Labour members on thra^^oksion. 
Member anatially been evenly divided but, after two Co^tex^tive
to 3 aĉ walked out, the report had finally been approved^fj^O^votes 

down an 16 Whip had suggested that senior b a c k b e n c h e r s p u t
its a90 Early ^a^ Motion which would express dismay at the rep«£^^^pfl 

PParent denigration of Industrial Tribunals. The Secretary^p^f^S.
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*  Employment was considering, with the Chief Whip, the
Sl 1llty of seeking to increase the size of the Committee so that 

WOuld be 7 Conservative and 4 Labour members which would more 
\ < W rately reflect Party strengths in the House of Commons as a whole.

Cabinet 

</ y sW  note.

F RElGN
affairs

, Ni8eria

Rrr ious

£ nClUsi0p3
Mlnute 2 1

2 V< ?
pers THE V REIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that there were 
êa^lstent rumours of a coup in Nigeria. It was not clear who might 

Chief ne* Gne Possihility was Major General Ibrahim Babangida, the 
prefe E tlle Ariy£ Sk£aff, who from the British point of view might be 
jUnier̂a'3̂ e ,to tVfê pMpsent leaders. Another possibility was a coup by 
gak or officer armed services. A coup by Major General

viof1̂ 1^3 wou^^ prntfamlW be bloodless; in a coup by junior officers 
to ence would be nJ&rj^tSkely. The British Government should be ready 

chanS c o n t a c , : w i | w y  with any new regime, to increase the 
as ?Ces of good relati/tt^foth it. Meanwhile, the British refusal of 
led t™ t0 exiled fo^Hf^^linister for Transport, Mr Umaru Dikko, had
Unit a a.Siight improvemenp^^% the climate of relations between the 
Otnor6 kingdom and Niger iSt̂ ^ fVlB Nigerian Minister of Information, Mr 

and*^3  ^ad Visited Uritab^J^m. 13 to 17 June. A visit by the Foreign 
the t0ramonwealth Secretary tcv^Wg^ia was a possibility. The trial of 
slowl 0 engineers of I&isJxiW Helicopters Limited was proceeding
P a r t n e *  ^ eir conditions in prĵ £#fJ0)̂ i improved. Mr Graham Coveyduck, a 
df>ĥ  ln International FinaneiaA%efover ies Limited, was still held in 

entlon without charge.

S uth AfrAtriCa

i f e .

^nuteUS^ s.

int0FGabIGN AN  C0MM0NWEALTH SECRETARY slĵ d that the South African raid 
Serious rone> the capital of Botswana, on 14 June represented a new and 
21 Ma^ devei Pment. Following the arrest at Cabinda in Angola on 
oil in  3 ®rouP South Africans apparently m fe axiding sabotage of the

leastnofallati nS there  it: seemed to confirm *//£hiMge in the posture at 
whole  tde ^outh African army and perhaps of ^he^CTvernment as a 
the NR0 * contrasted with South Africa's recent /fteMts, symbolised by 

countr mat  ̂ accord with Mozambique in 1984, to w o n e i g h b o u r i n g  
condemned ^  °r^er to control terrorism. The United£&m#$Jom had firmly 
further6 k^16 ra d̂ into Gaborone. The United States l((^^^owever, gone 
more r *  ̂recalling its Ambassador for consultationsS^^f^there were
United K^ African raids of this kind, it might be difficud^^or the 
Securit lnEdom not to react with moves of this type. Meai^iM, the 
a debate °uncil f the United Nations had a few hours e a rKt«>^tan eluded 
n the n tie ^amihian question, which was to be followed b£\HeN^ates 
had been3 ln<?a incident and the Gaborone raid. The debate ab^t/N^mibia 
Affica 3n lndication f how pressure for sanctions against Scirfyî /X

was mounting. The United States had abstained on the res4><ftjpoo,
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X ^ e  France and Australia had voted in favour. The United Kingdom had 
^yeen faced with a choice between abstention or casting a veto in

ation. in explaining our decision to abstain, we had said that we 
not feel bound by the terms of the resolution, which had stopped 

f a mandatory call for economic sanctions but had represented a 
yyT/in that direction. Pressure for sanctions might continue to build 
He^d^$V.S should be watched carefully, especially as the Commonwealth 

Government Meeting approached.

In
St 3 >^^JXdiscussionj the rapid increase of support in the United 
d ^Ŝ y ^ M nctions against South Africa was noted as an important 
much °Pl**c*y*' The United States, however, would suffer proportionately 

c lesd\\than the United Kingdom from any interruption of trade.

Tran ft of hi. 0REIGN ANDV^MJiLiJWEALTH SECRETARY said that the passengers of the 
bee^rT^ Trans Wor//f Mihrlines (TWA) aircraft, now at Beirut Airport, had 
lead 1Spersed in ^&o^s\around the city. Mr Nabih Berri, the Shi ite 
hi^ WaS seeRing control over the Shi ites and the

ars> but it was M y ^ r o m  clear that he would succeed in so doing. 
Leb nited Kingdom w a s ^ M ^  to explain to him, to President Gemayel of 

the3n°n an<? t0 t̂ le Syrian^^Fnment the need for sensible handling of 
Un  ̂.9ltuati n. The prosp6<!^«?ste that the hijack would drag on. It was 
to 6  ̂bbat the United ScALa^/would undertake any military operation 
0£ 6bCue the Americans now Beirut, given the great difficulty
aga£UC  ̂an nndertaking. If a\$er^S.atory action were later mounted 
fac nSt the Shi ites by the UnV^wA^tes, this would increase the risks 
Embas^ British Embassy in Bei^^vespecially if the United States
robugSy withdrew. The British Am^a^a^r, Sir David Miers, was taking a 
sta££ and c°urageous view. But itrwcjtf^ be necessary for him and his 
Sec re ^  136 ready to move at short n^^pe^X The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Coris?*iary continued that security at At fi2ns^^irpor t had long been 
autli arad inadequate. Complaints had addressed to the Greek

introdltleS by resPonsible organisationsSome of the main airlines had 
the ,uced their own security measures, in addition to such measures as 

Secretr*3 rt autb rities had provided. The Foreign and Commonwealth 
Afpa  ary bad raised the problem of Athens Airpopt^at the Foreign 

respons ^ uncd  ̂ F the European Community on lfi/xfun̂ . The Greek 
the Un 6 t0 k 3  and even more to a statement ident Reagan of
keep alteĉ  States, had been unco operative. It w</uTd)j>e necessary to 
and aUd pressure on the Greek Government in twJHj*pr%>ean Community 
Mil * lscussion among Heads of Government at the Eu^d^e^ra Council in 

c nside June would be desirable. The matter sl^^Moalso be 
Bonn .ered the framework of the declaration on hija^xlsogyissued from 

 Dy the seven states participating m  the Ecorĵ mxs. Summits.

Gover<̂ SCUSS^ n> trie contrast was noted between the calls V^flje \Israeli 
Unitedmsnt  3n<* notably the Defence Minister, Mr Yitzhak Rabjid^^^ the 
to rel tates Government to make up its mind on whether it wa^«P^srael 
vacineaae ^bi'ite prisoners, and on the other hand Israel s L /C *

ion in first releasing over 1 000 Palestinian prisoners 5\
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return for 3 Israelis and then taking large numbers of Shi'ite prisoners 
ln violation of the Geneva Convention. It would be interesting to see 

^whether Israel's behaviour would stimulate greater sympathy in the 
Visited States for the efforts of King Hussein of Jordan to make progress 

t*le Arab Israel problem.

the security weaknesses at Athens Airport, boycotts of that 
by major airlines could exert pressure for improvement. British 

were still operating services to and from Athens, while 

f tra security precautions of their own. It would be desirable 
0r to discuss with BA the continuation and security of their
t ens smrices. Given the possibility that the weapons used in the TWA 
rjack smuggled on to the aircraft with food or other supplies,
Was a 1 sVAte^i r ab 1 e to consider whether such supplies were subjected 
aecuritj^vfiecks at airports generally. It was noted that Cabinet 

nisters frying to or from Athens on commercial flights might be 
argets for hijacking attempts and might thus endanger other passengers 
n the same flights. The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, who was 
Ue to fly to Athe<£s ^he following day, would therefore not travel on a

commercial f l i g h t ^ * )

DUf Pean

:quiPment

« i r iousc. , « e 0ce.

20 th

«it»teS2 ns.

w SECRETARY OF STATE F O ^ ^ m NCE reported on the meetings earlier that 
®ek of the Defence Minister^^kthe Independent European Programmes 
roup (i e p g) and of the 5 c a w & r \ ) f s  considering joint production of a 

suc Pean F £kter Aircraft (Elhi^^vjfae IEPG meeting had been judged a 
s Cess* While the subject of d^fiwarms production was not a 

indC*aCl̂ ar one5 Sreater co oper^t^^ could add significantly to 
of ustyial and military ef f iciencyC//^ifere was a growing list of types 

equipment where ioint proiects w u l d u n d e r t a k e n  and common 
are ^ cations agreed. For the firsto£rirajp> the meeting had agreed on 
eas for co-operative research, 5 of wf̂ cjL <had been identified. There 

1 a oe a conference in London in the of directors of research
f 0ratories in Europe. The United Kingd™^*ad played a leading role in 
EFAartlag new momentum into European co op\^ation. The meeting on the 

the P^ dect had made progress in narrowing some of the differences among 
We  ̂ lve countries. For instance, the remaining difference over the 
g *?ht of the aircraft concerned only 110 kilograms— in a total weight of 
CQu tonnes. There had also been agreement that/^c^yisortium of the 5 
Qnen r^ s would produce the radar for the aircrarv^/pls.re was, however, 
en •Ina or difference which might prove unbridge able f ^ T / y i s  concerned the 
whi] 116 t*lrust for the aircraft: France wanted thrusl ^^^4 kilonewtons,

6 t*le Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), Italy a n w a n t e d  90 

want^eWt°nS anC* tle ^nited Kingdom was slightly apart fMs^Tk^ra in 
bacj ln® ^1*7 kilonewtons. The Ministers of Defence of tne'yXJ>untries 
rep 3®reed to instruct industry to examine all 3 levels of and

decis^ ^  duly  The FRG and the United Kingdom wanted 
Ur Slons on the project that summer; France was displaying lfyS^AV^ 
ani0 ncy* ft seemed very likely that this question would need oliWs^ion 

S the Heads of Government of the 5 countries concerned, poss
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the margins of the European Council in Milan on 28 29 June. The 
\ fQCretary State for Defence would report to his colleagues in time

r a Pr°per discussion before maior decisions were taken.

frfef discussion, it was noted that France had a commercial 
\̂ >2Ĵ orest in delaying decisions about the EFA, since it hoped to sell 
^p^PAMirage aircraft in the meantime. It seemed doubtful that France 

T^Z^WCOin̂ roin̂ se on remaining major differences in the negotiations.
no question of French leadership of the project if it went

^^^^binet 

S P ^ i t y
AFpAlRs

!ehicle

^•■ions 

Minute 3 ns.

2
mar ■ E SECRETARV^5XSTATE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT said that, in the 
£orElns f the Comfer^jhce of Environment Ministers of the Organisation 
or Economic Co opfertf£ rah and Development, there had been further 

madCUSSi°n E vehicl(/gjrii^sion standards in the Community. This had 
28 t qUlte cfear thac~5^^tme Council of Ministers (Environment) on 
st ne lf would be very/>H^piJ.cult to reach agreement on the detailed 
the*1 ar<*S necessary to iit^Ani^it the earlier broad agreement. It might 
m e^a^ore Ee raised among Head^of Government in the margins of the 

m g  of the European Coura^rwi Milan on 28 29 June.

r e s t ^ CUSS^ n ^  was sa^  that > ^ ^ ^ t a l i a n  Presidency were aiming to 
agg r ^ct the agenda of the Euro^ap^Oouncil to the major issues 

standl3teC* W ^t 1̂ t^e development c<^Dp^>Community. On the specific 
Pr n ards for vehicle emissions th^pd/ rcs d been some indication that 

,jis7*°e En:* 8ht move closer to the Germ^^p^kition but subsequent 

InduUSS1°nS> Partfcular between the>J>£cretary of State for Trade and 

CreUStry 3nC* tlie Erench Minister for I n £ ^ £ r y  and Foreign Trade, Madame 

sha j11 * ^ ad shown that the French were taking a robust line and

agre6 our v iew that the German position out of line with the

ement reached the previous March. T h e ^ o m m i s s i o n  s latest proposals 
had aot been helpful.

êvei
of aJ°P®ent 
P che
^nn i t y

Hef^ Us
CC(8,!nce:

C nclu 2°th

^ n u t ^ s .

MinistRElGN AN  COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that thKH^J^il of 
f0r ® ers foreign Affairs) had discussed on 18 19 J u p r e p a r a t i o n s  
move e.Rnropean Council in Milan. The United Kingdom ̂ jajy^ontinuing to 
for ^ pin:Lon in the Community towards its position and dvfiĵ rcpm support 
In amendment and for an open-ended intergovernment^d^lfolference.

f the1*100  t*iere was wider support for the United Kingdom^Vjjyyrception 
Xn a 6 Euxemf)ourg compromise, which should be maintained but^ow^hused. 

hutch pC^nt d^scussion with the Foreign and Commonwealth Secrd^^r^Jie 
United M n̂^ster> Mr Lubbers, had made clear his view that

mgdom s proposals for the European Council were positive •/ Xy.
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T ra d ^ m ?
JaPan ^ , THE FOREIGN and COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Council of

\ lnisters (Foreign Affairs) on 18 19 June had agreed on a strong
atement about the unsatisfactory state of trade with Japan. There had

no SuPport, however, for raising this issue at the .European 
^uyunc i 1.

C u l t u r e

n terence

<85> »;■.

clusi »*, ^nute 4

f a ^ l ^ ^ ^ R F AGRICULTURE> FISHERIES AND FOOD said that, following the 
rel Gouncfl oE Ministers (Agriculture) to agree on prices and

ated̂ j£ra£iures for cereals and rapeseed, the Commission would be 
managing arket broadly in line with the proposal for a support 

that6 f Per cent. The Germans would be very dissatisfied
a » despi\Xf their opposition, a de facto cut was being made.

the^fSCUSS^ n *t Was P fnt:ed out that a case could be made for applying 
 ̂ per centj^duction resulting from the guarantee threshold but 

d^a t*le fegal posYfid^ was not clear. Some action was needed to avoid 
ad xcuTties in th ^jiark^t, and the. Commission  s action had the 

spend^3^e *^a* d the financial guideline for agricultural
lng to which thevffiv&Sd Kingdom attached great importance.

The Cabinet 

Took note.

?»»uc

be m PRIME MINISTER reminded meiMjF&y.of the Cabinet that they would 

disc6et n̂  ̂3t C^e<luers on Sunday 23^J^jJ^^»t 4.30 pm for a general 
inte^81011 a^ Ut Priorities within pirol^^xpenditure. This was not 
gUrvn ed to he the opening discussion 1985 Public Expenditure

Tfeas^ n r t0 antfcfPate the meetings wM^bAhe Chief Secretary, 
ex ary w old be having with his departmental colleagues about public 
not n lture programmes for 1986 87 and the ^/o subsequent years. It was 

depart CCas*on which Ministers should use to put forward particular 
was to'1601 3! ^ids or advocate departmental programmes. The intention 
what , provfde an opportunity for the Cabinet colMSbively to discuss 

the med°U^  t̂ e Government s priorities in public Expenditure over 
n°t th 1Um term  within whatever total was availaM^^^hinisters would 
would fre^ore need extensive departmental briefing. \A£t>e/Aasic PaPer 
meet  e fast year s Green Paper on long-term public eg^pditure. The 
this would open with a presentation by the Chief Secm^ffV. Treasury; 
the gW ^ d f°ffowod by an introductory statement by n^£^n^ncellor of 

XC e9uer and then by general discussion.

forecaCUSS^ n cluestfon was raised whether the meeting wo ygiven

thereaStS n t*le revenue as well as on the expenditure side, 
afterna ^^ & 8eneral tour d'horizon of public finance and oX^prW 
made cle^6 strate8ies that might be open to the Government. It V a ^ / X  

ear that the discussion was not intended to range as widelyvilf .p\
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that, but to concentrate on priorities within whatever total of public 
v expenditure might be available. It would, however, be open to Ministers 
v̂ t  raise a question of changes in the balance between public and private 
^^^nding of particular activities.

\^>^£\The Cabinet 

note

Cabinet Office

20 June 1985
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