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C:E;;> emorandum by the Lord President of the Council

The attached”drafts of The Queen's Speeches on the Prorogation of the
Present Session of Parliament and the Opening of the 1985-86 Session have
€en prepared by ueen's Speeches and Future Legislation

Cammittee (QL) oanE?ﬁbasis of the texts suggested by Departments. The
draft Opening Spe ects the legislative programme approved by the
Cabinet on 28 Febru (85) 7th Conclusions) and subsequently amegded
o8 6 June (cc(85) 19 lusions). In addition, I reported to Cabinet
0 my minute of 17 Sep hat QL considered that two further Bills
8hould be added to the e (to deal with the confiscation of the
Proceeds of drug trafficKfn pfd scientific experiments on animals) and
that a Salmon Fisheries BildSKa\ld be substituted for the Law Reform

Parent ang Child)(Scotland Q”‘ 1 have seen no objections to these
PToposals and they are accord xeflected in the draft Opening Speech.
\
Subject to any further deci¥y

2-

\
:f developments before the Speeche
PProve the attached drafts.
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TH
® QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT 1985

¥

Thewi\dembers of the House of Commons
Duke of Edinb

.resident of M

M June,

urgh and [ were pleased to receive the State Visits of the Life
alawi in April and the President of Mexico and Senora de la Madrid

e i . . .
have ‘ecall with much satisfaction the State Visit to Portugal in March. I

e Visited Belize, and was in the Bahamas for the Commonwealth Heads

°Vernment pee

Cariby ting. Our tour of Commonwealth countries in the Eastern

e i ki

ang thy GOVernment welcomed the decision of the Maldives and of St Vincent
e .
Grenadmes to become full members of the Commonwealth.

4,
y . .
N enp, Sovernment have maintained Britain's contribution to Western defence,
a H - . .
ang jp, thnCEd the United Kingdom's own defences through improvements in equipment

Alligne ® "e8ular and reserve forces. They have played a full part in the Atlantic
e‘ . .
ey, o Promoted British and Western defence interests outside the NATO

arm / GOVEmmem have
Contr{)l and diSarma

bet 8 s Eastern Europ
en ¢ : .
efff}r‘cs B United States and the Soviet Union and fully support the United States'
to feach concrete g

continued to work vigorously for agreements on verifiable
ment, and to seek improved relations with the Soviet

€. They warmly welcomed the opening of talks in Geneva

greements.

Y Goy ’
fNment hayve signed the Treaty on the Accession of Spain and Portugal

Urg
R Lome P€an Communit

M the f‘ AN Act has pe
of ¢ Utyr

ies, and have signed and ratified the third Convention

€n passed implementing the Fontainebleau Agreement

e fj . f ; ; _

Fitigh ‘Nancing of the European Communities, including the correction
Is

budgetar Y contribution.
?|

GOVe

boyy, " Adfrica,
lrectly and t

widespread public concern for the victims of the
They have continued to provide substantial emergency assistance
hrough the European Community.
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8. My Government have continued fully to honour their undertakings t© the .Pes B,
of the Falkland Islands, while taking positive steps to seek more normal relatlont Oy
with Argentina. The Sino-British Joint Declaration on Hong Kong was Signed 5
December and an Act consequent upon its terms was passed. My Government it | ¢
have reached agreement with Spain on the implementation of the Lisbon S | b
concerning Gibraltar. ,_,J C
-aligh”]

9. My Government have supported efforts to restore the independence and n::: 5 ;
status of Afghanistan. They have urged peaceful change in South Africa 8 of
early independence of Namibia.

1§
10. My Government welcomed to the United Kingdom in June the premiet :y e
the State Council of the People's Republic of China. The great importance uth )
Government attach to their relations with the Countries of South East and' .Sohére
Asia was marked by the Prime Minister's visit there in April and by IS i 5
this month of the Indian Prime Minister. 2

Se
11. Members of the House of Commons nity :
[ thank you for the provision which you have made for the honour and dig r
of the Crown and for the public service. : 2

B;
12. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons - |ation an
My Government have maintained the policies necessary 1o bring dow" » cion
and sustain economic growth. Inflation remains lov.v, the output of the rlaof eoplé >
is at its highest level ever and continues to increase, as does the e E:
in work. '

exteﬂding 2
13. Further steps have been taken to help the unemployed int0 jobs bY 4 in othe’ SI;
the Youth Training Scheme and enlarging the Community Programme_’ a:jons-
ways, including a reform of the structure of national insurance contrib¥ 2
0 nersh'®” Pr

4. To promote economic efficiency and encourage the spread of Shar-emme 0 a
not least among employees, my Government have continued their Proicic:essful

. ‘ . : : e
returning state-owned businesses to the private sector, including th

public flotation of British Telecommunications.
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S

to ful)
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Q‘I‘ i t [
(0]

' \Il Act ha I P
5
| c ‘ i i ain an
B[’l .

ment
ision for the pay ainn
rovision _ il Corpo
it §ton tas R d and to abolish the
: | Boar
o 8rantg 10 the National Coa

18,

the re

issions,
on cine
ry levy
emove the statuto }’ tion and to reduce
o r : oduc
L acted t Im pr
®gislation has been en ial assistance for fi 2
: ive financ industries.
Vide for alternative inema in
: cine
Bulatory pyrgen on the film and

Al

. L]
d

. d on
impose
imits to be
ime limi
lice, and to enable ti
ice,
INdependen of the po
proceedings.

Crim inal

2]

ean
nd Europ
iamentary a
t Parliam ; ostal
Ehesrighy fro vote a d, and extending p

ivi oad,

assed giving , ident abr

" VACt has been P British citizens resid

al'lia.rner\t elections tg many

ng Proxy

\%
. 2! I

8islation has been

rk
framewo

i tatutory

h a comprehensive s

lis

to estab

passed

Ng th

ications.
® interception of communi

g 23, An Ac
14

l w
V

ents,

law;
0 nm n atute

n . i f our s

‘ the consolidation o

|

2 . ade tatut

’ ‘ ; : as bee

‘ :
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I duction
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ly international Conve
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_ Metrop®
25.  An Act has been passed to abolish the Greater London Council and the 3
County Councils on lst April 1986 and to transfer most of their functions ©

borough and district councils.

26. In Northern Ireland, my Government has attached high importance 1o
in

o S ) : table
responsibility can be returned to a local administration on a widely accep o
Gove

whiCh
maintenance of law and order. They have continued the search for ways

basis. They have sought to develop a solid working relationship with the

of the Republic of Ireland.

27. For Scotland, measures have been passed to introduce a rebate i
; . . : ; ich INS
rating revaluation, to establish trustee bodies to manage certain Scottish
and to make a number of reforms in Scots law.
Walefn
28. Legislation has been passed to reform insolvency law in England and
and in Scotland.

of School

29. My Government have published proposals to improve the quality jon

her educat

education, the effectiveness of teachers and the development of hig

into the next decade.

) jal
30. My Government have conducted a fundamental review of the socia

system and published proposals for radical reform.
31. In addition, my Government have protected the real value of the
‘pension and other related benefits, and passed an act to improve emplo

under occupational pension schemes, and to extend statutory sick pay-

32. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons

[ pray that the blessing of Almighty God may attend you.
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THE
it QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 1985

|
Y
[ %Members of the House of Commons

Ook ¢ .
Maiesforward with great pleasure to receiving His Highness the Amir of Qatar, their
le . _
S the King and Queen of Spain and [the President of the Federal Republic

of Ger
ma A7 .
MY and Frau von Weizsaecker] on State Visits during the next.12 months.

als & ¢
; 10 Ney, Z° ook foward to paying a State Visit to Nepal in February, followed by visits
®aland and Australia [and to paying a State Visit to China and visiting Hong

0 .
Ng in OCTOber,]
ng 3,

My q
. ov . ; ; -
2 of n €fnment continue to attach the highest importance to the maintenance

dliong|

S i : ; sl

Wi ~ SCCUrity and the preservation of peace with freedom and justice. They
Ontinye g pla

United

ter[’oriSm

the y a full and active part in the Atlantic Alliance and to enhance

Kingdom's own defences. They will make vigorous efforts to combat internationa

ql

Y Goy
er : : ' i
Negot; nment will continue to work for progress in arms control and disarmament

aticns
a :
nd for greater cooperation and trust between East and West.

Y Gover
CGmmUnjt NMent welcome the accession of Spain and Portugal to the European
wiy . and will ingr
Wcrk f
8

rly
€1llo ( :
% the om N of the common market, improvements in world trade and reform
Mon Agricultural Policy.

oduce the necessary legislation. Within the Community, they

or i iy ; ; :
Mproved decision taking, strengthened cooperation on foreign policy,

6
S While
- honoyri :
Vill Continy, ouring their undertakings to the people of the Falkland Islands, my Governmen
: =2 . : .
3 dlscharg © seek more normal relations with Argentina. They will also continue

: € thej : : i
0 mplep, €ir obligations to the people of Hong Kong; and will propose provisions

€Nt the ; y p
Nationality arrangements arising from the Sino-British Joint Declaration.

7

My

Goy
0 €rnme i ‘ . ,
: Peace Nt will work for peaceful change in South Africa: for the restoration

and .

3 st ;

e lran ang thablhty In Lebanon: and for solutions to the conflict between Iraq

n .

.Qn"aligned A eh Arab/Israel dispute. They will seek to restore an independent and

n : _
QYDrus §hanistan, They will support United Nations efforts for a settlement

' and th
0s : : ,
€ of the Contadora Group to resolve the tensions in Central America.
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constru©
8. My Government will give full support to the Commonwealth, and play @ lay
role at the United Nations. They will maintain a substantial aid programme* pent

. . : : ) invest
their part in the relief of famine and of other disasters; and encourage NV

in developing countries.

9. Members of the House of Commons

Estimates for the Public Service will be laid before you.

10. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons 3 contin’
St . : o : curé
Within the framework of firm monetary and fiscal policies designed 10 % o the
. = ! . : ; ra
reduction in inflation, my Government will do all in their power 10O encoura +h

. : ! : : ~tainé jor¥
growth of new jobs. Firm control of public expenditure will be maintaln== er reducﬂ0
. g s ; ; il urt
view to 'diminishing its share of overall national output and facilitating t

in the burden of income tax.

u ‘ 5 : £ a‘tlon’
11.- My Government will pursue vigorously their programme of privatis ancour

means both of improving the efficiency of the industries concerned, an o the
fer

wider share ownership. Measures will be introduced to permit the trans iy
t

assets of the British Gas Corporation to the private sector and tO enable oit2
: : ca
Energy Authority to operate as a trading fund from | April 1986 with @

and borrowing powers.

12. A Bill will be proposed to introduce private capital into the Br
Authority, to require larger local authority airports to be formed int
and to regulate certain airport activities. ;
. iq) M
. . e : ercial ™

3. My Government will bring forward legislation to introduce comm merclal

Rk, o ; ; : co
to my Naval Dockyards, as a significant contribution to encouraging @

approach and securing value for money in spending on defence.

l4. Legislation will be introduced to facilitate funding by the in
research, advice and related services; and to implement European

to protect areas of particular environmental sensitivity.
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Me : :
fing 3sUres will be introduced to establish a new regulatory framework for the

Cial ; : g T :
Provig; Services sector, which will enhance its efficiency and competitiveness whilst

ldin ; 3 ‘ .
th 8 greater safeguards for the interests of investors, and to modernise and liberalise

aw 0 . ¥ ; .
80verning Building Societies.

Meas i .
f ures will be brought forward to reform the operation of Wages Councils,
€ Provie:
dpi Provisions concerning the payment of wages and to amend the law on sex
mmation in employment.
7
y egis|at: : : >
theje te% lation wi] pe introduced to encourage the sale of public sector flats to
Nan - . 4 S
of iy s and Wider private sector involvement in the ownership and management

NCil hoysi
Ousing, and to improve the planning system.

Or § :
ang cotland, Bills will be introduced to extend the rights of public sector tenants

aciljt ! : : ;
legal : Fiedthe private ownership of public sector housing stock, to improve

: arr
tishap: angements’ and to modify and extend the management structure of salmon
er Y g

Sy incl : S :
B"'itajn uding strengthening measures to combat illegal salmon fishing in Great

9, I

i Orthe : : ‘
n ®Nfore; ‘N Ireland my Government will continue to support the security forces

| Ng t ; ; ;
W‘dely 4 8 the law anq in working for the eradication of terrorism. They will seek
CCeptap)e SFran

o gements for the devolution of power. They will seek to improve
ir Co

vl be Mad ~OPeration with the Government of the Irish Republic. Renewed efforts

et
Metha © create and systain employment, particularly by the encouragement
; Private sector
2@&

Bill ;
wi <
I be INtroduced to reform social security.

2

Leg'
Islatjq I '
n )
Mote Will be introduced to improve the management of schools and to

€ profess;
2 €ssiona] effectiveness of teachers.
2-

Mea
i SUres i :
dls("’der S will pe Introduy

: ¥ ced to strengthen the powers of the police to prevent
Ng W

0 mod B
aleg Sfhise and codify the common law public order offences in England

an :
trafficking d to Provide the co

o urts with power to confiscate the proceeds of drug

t .
© penalise the handling of such proceeds.
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; : ? Ok . enin
23. A Bill will be introduced to remove statutory restrictions on shop P

ion Of
eCTlOn 0
24. A Bill will be brought before you to make new provision for the pro

animals used for experimental or other scientific purposes.
25. Other measures will be laid before you.

26. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons

[ pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your cou

nseIS-
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