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CABINET 


iflP&EEN'S SPEECHES ON THE PROROGATION AND OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 

< ^ ^ e m o r a n d u m by the Lord President of the Council 


The a t t a c h e ^ d r a f t s of The Queen's Speeches on ^ ^ ^ " X l ^ S e s s i o ^ h a v e 

Present Session of Parliament and the Opening of the 1985-86 Session 

been prepared by T>C$ueen's Speeches and Future LegiBlatxon 

Committee (QL) o n f c H > a s i s of the texts suggested by Departments. The 

draft O p e n i S S p e e S y S s i e c t  . the l e g i s l a t i v e programme approved by the 

Cabinet'on 28 £ b t u ^ C < 8 5  ) 7th Conclusions) and subsequenty amended 

°n 6 June (CC(85) 1 9 ^ & l u s i o n s )  . In addition, I " ? £  , 


1
in my m i n u t  e f  S e p 8 2 Z ^ h a  t QL considered that two uo 7

should be added to the F ^ ^ j p  e (to deal with thec o n f " " " o  n of the 
Proceeds of drug t r a f f i c i ^  M s c i e n t i f i c experiments onJ ^ 8 ' ^ 
^ a  t a Salmon F i s h e r i e s B i l ^ ^  d be substituted for th Lav Reform 

Parent and C h i l d ) ( S c o t l a n ^ S O  L I have seen no objec" o n s to t h e s  e 


Proposals and they are a c c o r d ^ g ^ e f l e c t e d in the draft Opening Speech. 

9 „ ^  . . ^^CJ/ZJ m i f f h t be required i n the l i g h t 
2- Subject to any further d e c t W  ̂ J ^ ** « C a b i n e t t 0 
°r developments before the S p e e c h e s ^ r ^ d e l i v e r e a , 

approve the attached d r a f t s . 


P r i  v  y Council Office 

2  7
 September 1985 
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to th p A nrt r a t i f i e d t n e u  w 
n e
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A m e e n C
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* T h e y h a v e c o n t i n u e d t o p r o v i d e s u b s t a n t i a l e m e r g e n 


d l r e
 c t l y o  e a n C o m m u n i t y . 
a n d  t n r o u g h  t h e  E u r P
 



I

to the  P e ° P l  e 

8. My Government have continued fu l ly to honour the i r undertakings 
1 r e l a t i o  n 

of the Falkland Islands, whi le taking posi t ive steps to seek more normal 

w i t h Argen t ina . The Sino-Br i t i sh Jo in t Dec la ra t ion on Hong Kong was => & 

December and an A c  t consequent upon i ts terms was passed. My Governm 

have reached agreement w i t h Spain on the imp lemen ta t i on of the Lisbon 

concerning G ib ra l t a r . 

9. My Government have supported e f for t s to restore the independent 

status of Afghanis tan . They have urged peaceful change in South A f  n 

early independence of Namib ia . 

r °f _ pmiere

nd d i g n  l ' 

10. My Government welcomed to the Un i t ed Kingdom in June trie r 
the State Counci l of the People's Republic of China. The great i m p ° r ^ 

Government a t t ach to the i r relat ions w i t h the Countr ies of South East . ,  r e 

t r i  e visit n c  

Asia was marked by the P r ime Min is te r ' s v i s i t there in A p r i l and by 

this month of the Indian Pr ime Min i s t e r . 

11. Members of the House of Commons . ,„ 

 thank you for the provision which you have made for the honour a 

of the Crown and for the public service . 

12. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons f l a t i ° n 

My Government have mainta ined the policies necessary to bring down 
r ĵ-jg nat i 

and sustain economic g r o w t h . In f l a t ion remains low, the output o i ^ peoPie 

is at i ts highest level ever and continues to increase, as does the nu 

in work . 

13. Fur ther steps have been taken to help the unemployed into jo ^ ^ Q 

the Youth Tra in ing Scheme and enlarging the C o m m u n i t y Programme, 

ways, including a r e fo rm of the s t ruc ture of na t ional insurance co 

w
, f share  °
 
14. To promote economic e f f i c i ency and encourage the spread -  of 

nrofirafn 
not least among employees, my Government have cont inued their p fu l 

e

cthe su
 s 

r e turn ing state-owned businesses to the pr iva te sector, including 

public f l o t a t i o n of Br i t i sh Te lecommunica t ions . , 

i 



15. ^ 
n Act has been passed to complete the t rans i t ion of the Trustee Savings 

t o f u n 
°wn Pfivate sector status and to p e r m i t wide public pa r t i c ipa t ion in the i r 

16.  A n 

C t  b e e n  P a s s e d  t 0bus  increase compe t i t i on in the provision of loca l 
r V i C 6 S  i n  ^ r e a tCom  Br i t a in and to enable the operations of the Nat iona l Bus 

P a n y  t o  b e t ransferred to the pr iva te sector. 

e ^ i s i a t iof o  n has been enacted to make fur ther provision for the payment 
t 0 t n e Na t iona l Coal Board and to abolish the Br i t i sh Na t iona l O i l Corpora t ion . 

18.  .u

t o P r o v . ^ 1 S i a t i o n n a  s been enacted to remove the s ta tu tory levy on c inema admissions, 

° rth  » S  f ^ t e r  n a t i v  e f inanc ia l assistance for f i l m product ion and to reduce e

r e  g u l a t o  hi.r w r  v

y ourden on the f i l m and cinema industr ies. 

An A.ct . 
•as been passed for the bet ter p ro tec t ion of food and the envi ronment . 

2 0­ A 

Act h 

b e e n  p a s s e d  t 0S e r  v i c e •  establish in England and Wales a Crown Prosecution 
d e p e n d e n tC r  l r n i n n i  of the pol ice , and to enable t ime l i m i t s to be imposed on 


n a  l Proceedings. 

21. « 

r* Ac t h 
b e S n  p a s s e d i v i nF , a r  l i a m e n  t ^  g g the r igh t to vote at Par l iamentary and European 

e i e C t i o n s  t o^ Proxy  many Br i t i sh c i t izens resident abroad, and extending postal 

' 

t l n  g to electors who cannot reasonably be expected to vote in person. 
2 2 - I 

Sislati 
b e e n  p a s s e d  t ok e r n i n g  ° n ^  establish a comprehensive s ta tu tory f ramework 


P e r c e p t i o  n of communica t ions . 

23«
 A 


nsD

 A c  t has h 
n g event Passed to deal w i t h the problem of drunkenness at designated 

Ik, 

C^nsidgj­
6  a d V a n c e n a s  b e e n° v i s  i o n  h b  made in the consol idat ion of our s ta tute law; a s

 f m a d e  t 0° r^  the  a PPly in te rna t iona l Conventions on ch i ld abduction 


M i n i s t r a t i o  n of jus t i ce . 




., H the 
25. An Act has been passed to abolish the Greater London Council and 


County Councils on 1st April 1986 and to transfer most of their functions to 


borough and district councils. 


26. In Northern Ireland, my Government has attached high importance to 

maintenance of law and order. They have continued the search for ways m 

responsibility can be returned to a local administration on a widely accep nent e r r i r  

basis. They have sought to develop a solid working relationship with the 


of the Republic of Ireland. 


f o l i o v v i n  g 

e

27. For Scotland, measures have been passed to introduce a rebate schem ^ ^  q 0 S  , 

rating revaluation, to establish trustee bodies to manage certain Scottish 1 


and to make a number of reforms in Scots law. 


A	 and WaleS' 
28. Legislation has been passed to reform insolvency law in Englana » 


and in Scotland. 


s c h ° o iof

29. My Government have published proposals to improve the quality • 


education, the effectiveness of teachers and the development of higne 


into the next decade. 

al s e ^ r i t  y 

30. My Government have conducted a fundamental review of the soc 


system and published proposals for radical reform. 


'  r e t i r e d h c

31.	 In addition, my Government have protected the real value oi «' ( rjghts 

_ [oyees 


'.pension	 and other related benefits, and passed an act to improve emp 

under occupational pension schemes, and to extend statutory sick pay* 

32. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons 


I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may attend you. 
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My L n r  H 

I Jp—^5Lind Members of the House of Commons l o o 
  

W i t h  g r e a t  P l e a s u r e  t 0
^ j e s t  0 ^  ̂  receiving His Highness the A m i r of Qatar , the i r 
S t n e K i n  g and Queen of Spain and [ the President of the Federal Republic o  f

a n  y and Frau von Weizsaecker] on State Visits during the next . 12 months. 
2. j 

S ° l o o l <t 0 ^  f o w a r d to paying a State Vis i t to Nepal in February, fo l lowed by visi ts 

• 2 e a i a n  d a r  >dKon„  Aus t ra l i a [and to paying a State Vis i t to China and v is i t ing Hong 
§  l n ^ t o b e r .  ] 

of
3" % Gov 

V e r  n m e n  t continue to a t tach the highest importance to the maintenance n


 S e c u r 
Win co i t  y and the preservat ion of peace w i t h freedom and jus t ice . They 

the 11 • l n U  e  t 0 p l a  a f uy ^ and ac t ive part in the A t l a n t i c Al l i ance and to enhance 
united ur- . 

l n g d o m st e  T o r i S  m '  own defences. They w i l l make vigorous ef for ts to combat in te rna t iona 

My Q 

V e r n r n e n t  wn e  S o t i a t  i i  h continue to work for progress in arms con t ro l and disarmament 
a n d f o r greater cooperat ion and t rus t between East and West. 

5 <  M y G o v e r  n 

C o r n r n  U n i  m e n t  W e l c o m e  t n e

t  accession of Spain and Portugal to the European 
i n t r o d u c e t n eWor(< f  necessary legis la t ion . Within the Communi ty , they 

early c-Q^ l r n  P r o v e d decision tak ing , strengthened cooperat ion on fore ign pol icy , 
0 f  t b e  c o m m o n°* t h  r  °  marke t , improvements in w o r l d t rade and r e fo rm e

° m r t 1 ° n A g r i c u l t u r a l P o l i c y > 

t h e i t  u n d e r T a t < i  t o t nc o n t i n " n g  s e people of the Falkland Islands, my Governmen­u

t 0  t 0 S 6 e t <  m o r e n o r rd i s  c h a r g  . n a  i relat ions w i t h Argen t ina . They w i l l also continue e

t o  ° b i i ^ a t i o n s  t 0 t n  ei r n  P l e m e n  t  people of Hong Kong; and w i l l propose provisions 
t h  e n a t i  ° n a l i t  y arrangements arising f rom the Sino-Bri t ish Joint Dec la ra t ion . 

W l U  W k f o r  P e a c e f u l° f ° rP e  d  change in South A f r i c a : for the res tora t ion a c e a n 
  

I r  S t a t l i l i t  i n
^ an y  Lebanon: and for solutions to the c o n f l i c t between Iraq a n  d

n 0 r u  a J i g n e  d

 6  A r a b / I s r a e l dispute. They w i l l seek to restore an independent and 
n  § a n i s t'  C y  Prus a n  . They w i l l support Uni ted Nations ef for ts for a se t t lement 

a> and thos 
s e of the Contadora Group to resolve the tensions in Cent ra l A m e r i c a . 



, v a constr^ctiVe 


8. My Government will give full support to the Commonwealth, and play ^ ^ 
role at the United Nations. They will maintain a substantial aid programme 

v e their part in the relief of famine and of other disasters; and encourage in 
in developing countries. 

9. Members of the House of Commons 
Estimates for the Public Service will be laid before you. 

10. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons ron^00' u— A tn secure3

Within the framework of firm monetary and fiscal policies designed to 
reduction in inflation, my Government will do all in their power to encouraĝ ^̂  ^ 
growth of new jobs. Firm control of public expenditure will be maintain̂  > ^ . c ^ e 

view to diminishing its share of overall national output and facilitating 
in the burden of income tax. 

 3 5 3ion.
11. My Government will pursue vigorously their programme of privatise ^ ^our 3 ^ 
means both of improving the efficiency of the industries concerned, and0 ^ ^ 

cwider share ownership. Measures will be introduced to permit the transf miAto 

able *e ^ euf 

assets of the British Gas Corporation to the private sector and to ena cs t r u  

Energy Authority to operate as a trading fund from 1 April 1986 with a 
and borrowing powers. 

A i r p ° r t  S• ish
12. A Bill will be proposed to introduce private capital into the Bn ^apie5' 
Authority, to require larger local authority airports to be formed into 
and to regulate certain airport activities. 

mercial 

r c i13. My Government will bring forward legislation to introduce com  ^ e 

ato my Naval Dockyards, as a significant contribution to encouraging
approach and securing value for money in spending on defence. 

i a g r l CA stry  o ^ 
14. Legislation will be introduced to facilitate funding by the inau r  3 
a r 
  

research, advice and related services; and to implement European 
to protect areas of particular environmental sensitivity. 



latory framework for the 

l5« W e  s wil l be introduced to establish a n e w  g  whilst 
c o m p e t i t l v e n e s  s

f ^ c i a  l services sector, wh1 C  h wil l enhance its «tti e en y ^ ^ ^ ^ .  ̂  ^ L i b e r a l i s  e 

hidin g greater safeguards for the interests of mve 

t h  e law governing Building Societies. 


i m the operation of Wages Councils, 

l 6  ' Measures wil l be brought forward to retor ^ ^ ^
 Q n s e x 
t  0 **e provisions concerning the payment of wages 

dlScrimination in employment. 


the sale of public sector flats to 

l 7  . Legislationw l  u  b e introduced to encourage o w n e r s h i  p and management 


t h e i  r tenants and wider private sector involvement in 
°f *uncll housing, and to improve the planning system. 


[ l  %  t̂ of public improve  sector tenants F °  r Scotland, Bills wil l be introduced to extend t e j  i  ^
* n  d to f a  C i U t a t  e the private ownership of public sector ^  o f s a  imo n 
* S a  l arrangements, and to modify and extend the m ^ ^ Q r e a  t 

. including strengthening measures to combat uleg & r  itai .n 

 to support the security forces {  l n. "  Northern Ireland my Government wil l continue  seek T h e y w i U" A r c i n  g the law and in working for the eradication o ^ ^ fo 

acceptable arrangements for the devolution of power ^ ^ 
X h e  r their co-operation with the Government at w encouragement 


7  b * - d  e to create and sustain employment, particularly by 

t h  e Private sector. 


°' * Bill will be introduced to reform social security. 

2l" Legislation wil l be introduced to improve the managem  ment of schools and to 
p r  

^ the professional effectiveness of teachers. 

,̂  ^sure su  wil l be introduced to strengthen the powe p r  sv of the police to prevent 
s  ^ 

t 0 m o d e r nM «, ^ ^  d codify the common law pub rf d r u  g 

* * *  * and to provide the courts with power to confiscate P 

1 C k l n  S and to penalise the handling of such proceeds. 




 h ° u r S '
ening

23. A Bill will be introduced to remove statutory restrictions on shop °P 

tion oiteC


24. A Bill will be brought before you to make new provision for the p 

animals used for experimental or other scientific purposes. 

25. Other measures will be laid before you. 

26. My Lords and Members of the House of Commons 

I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your counsels. 


