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Planned to take place on Wednesday 30 October.

<

RS E% 1, The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House
Oof Commons in the period up to the prorogation of Parliament which was

Heelcommo,,_ % P E MINISTER said that she would make one statement on Monday
a

of

Yoot mment yjtp

Stat

ISDUte

ing ent Reagan of the United States.

th Heaqg ; r to cover the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, her
Gover YAB1L the United Nations anniversary celebrations and her meeting

Sment o

for him to makdf4 Q)atement on the teachers' dispute in Scotland, in the

<t30urse of which comld once again set out the terms of the offer made
O the teachers t<’vious August.

THE SECRETARY OF STA®E/feR EDUCATION AND SCIENCE said that it would not
o; aPPrOPriate at tha 4,‘15‘ for him to make a statement on the progress
i Ehe dispute in Engl&%MfA\al4 Wales. The employers, at the instigation

he Labour, Liberal anal Democratic Parties' majority on the
Panel, had increased thei r. The unions had rejected it. It was
nstruction of the membership of the
f\xeQuced representation for the National
on of Teachers (NUT) to re

a fall in their membership - would
reak the deadlock, as the NUT

Th lose their majority on the panel.
€ separate settlement of the ifefe supervision of midday meals

might a!-So contribute to a soluti was, however, now unlikely to
€ Possible to introduce the planned orms in teachers' conditions of
Service that year. @

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief cussion, said that a statement
Y the Secretary of State for Scotland wRyld lead to demands for a

S1m1i A .
wh‘f‘llar statement from the Secretary of State for Education and Science
1ch would not be appropriate at that time. The timing of statements

Needed further consideration. @
The Cabinet -

I“‘_’ited the Secretary of State for Education “aa
Science and the Secretary of State for ScotlanS
discuss with the Lord Privy Seal and the Chief

e Teachers' THE SECRETARY S@TE FOR SCOTLAND said that it might be advantageous

Uni

On the teachers' disputes in England and Wales and
Scotland,

CONFIDENTIAL




PORRYeq
AF 'z
Vislt Of@

I?dia“ Pri
Hlnister

CONFIDENTIAL

2. THE PRIME MINISTER said that the Prime Minister of India, Mr Rajiv
Gandhi, was making an official visit to London. Indians were prone to
regard the British as still harbouring colonial attitudes and as being
Interested in India only as an export market. It was therefore
POrtant that Mr Gandhi should receive the best possible treatment
lng his visit. The Prime Minister herself had welcomed him on the
ious day at London Airport, where some of the arrangements had been
than adequate. She hoped that members of the Cabinet would take
with him when he arrived at 10 Downing Street after the meeting

of czéésrinet that morning.
In a Qa;é? iscussion, it was noted that the arrival lounge for
re

lmport sitors at London Airport South Side was inadequate and ought
F0ibe When this had been considered in the past, it had not
been foundfossible within the constraints upon public expenditure to
meet the vewy high cost of replacing the arrival lounge.

The Cabinet -

cretary of State for Foreign and
and the Secretary of State for
the question of replacing the
arrival lounge f¢
South Side.

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH
Time Minister in Jordan on 20
Jordanian/palestinian delegation"g
have consisted of the Deputy Prim er and Foreign Minister of
J?rda“ and Bishop Khouri and Mr Moh i lhem of the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation (PLO). The i Government had received from
the Jordanian Prime Minister plain, ex t.and textual assurances :hat
the delegation would publicly accept Uni ations Security Council
Resolutions Numbers 242 and 338, renounce\\Yiolence and terrorism and
accept Israel's right to exist. This had been a vital component in the
:r‘a“gements for the visit. When the Palestinian members of the
elegation had arrived in London, they had tried(Tp,;mend the proposed
igh

October. Tne delegation was to

;e¥t.to omit any explicit reference to Israel's (Y1 s to exist. The
Fltish side had replied that reference to the rIgRL-4Q Palestinians to
;:lf‘deterpination must be balanced by reference t-‘ﬂ? ael's rights.
lei Palestinian members of the delegatign had been “+
hi el of the PLO, apparently including its leader, Mryj&ss
me:i?lf: They had remained adamant in their refusal t~‘ﬁ{\§ to
loning Israel's right to exist in the proposed text., ¥

. heOBritish
jzgz h§d taken tbe'view that Fhe basis for the megting wi
meetﬁnlan/Palestmxan delegation had ceased to exist and t

ing therefore could not take place. The Foreign and Co th
écretary had issued a statement which made clear that the PaNyg¥j#fjan

?ﬁmbers of the delegation had after all been unwilling to assoc
émselves with a statement, which had been agreed with the Jord
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c;§>!noderat:e members of the PLO were unwilling to acknowledge Israel's right
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members of the delegation and which contained explicit references to
Israel's right to exist. This account of events had been confirmed in a
Statement by the Jordanian Government on 14 October. The fact that even

Bbe of position. They were of course in personal danger and it might

their courage had failed them at the eleventh hour. The Foreign
~‘Enwealth Secretary had seen the two Jordanian members of the
% . They had been disappointed at the frankness of his
PP

2 _‘-‘2§§> Their concern now was to limit the damage caused by this
gnc1de c:fzaxing Hussein of Jordan's initiative for peace in the Middle
ast,

THE FOREIG ND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that comment in the British
pr?3§ of 15 October included hostile criticism, on the one hand from

British supporters of Israel and on the other from those who accused the
Government of givj in to United States pressure. In fact, the United
States had welco e British decision to receive the joint delegation
at the time, and expressed- other views since then. Moderate
Eomment in the Brit ss was taking the line that the Government had
€en right to try to ce matters in the Middle East.

In a brief discussion, lowing points were made -
a, The cancellation
King Hussein and for h
problems for the United
country would believe mis
cancellation of the meeting
apply pressure even more rea

DS

One historical factor telev;gj’%o this episode was that
Palestinians still blamed the Un ingdom for leaving Palestine

in 1948 and considered this countrya<§?pe among those responsible
en.

meeting was a serious setback for

e initiative., It would also cause

, since supporters of Israel in this

that their pressure had caused the

would be encouraged to seex to
the future.

for the Palestinians' problems sinc

?éE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said tha@ ix British members

Pa1the-cFew of the "Achille Lauro", which had bee ked by .
Kinezt1n1an terrorists on 7 October, had reFurqed Fo the United
Stag om. Egypt seemed to have,handled th? incident the'early.
be ges §Ut the decision to let the terrorists leave Eg ge given rise
difficulties with the United States. The Egyptian G&v&ymeent had

Probably feared the reaction in Egypt if the hijackers had ok
Prosecuted there,

Prob The President of Egypt, Mr Husni Mubara
Obably known, when he ordered the deportation of the Paled AN

te : : T
rrOrlsts, that a United States citizen had been murdered on{
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€<:::;he British Government had welcomed the United States interception of

& aircraft, as a positive move in the struggle against international

orism. All the countries concerned in the incident would probably

; ry to reduce the damage to their mutual relations. There was an
fo
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"Achille Lauro" during the hijacking; he had probably not known in
advance of the United States plan to intercept the aircraft bearing the
terrorists,

ed risk of terrorist attacks against United States interests
the incident, and possibly also against British interests.

In a“bpief discussion, it was argued that the United States had been
}9831 tled to apprehend the terrorists: piracy was a crime in
lnternat law and states had a right to apprehend pirates wherever
ths_was gggéible. The knowledge that terrorists might be brought to
Justice shhhld act as a useful deterrent against hijacking in the
future. 1t was a positive feature that Tunisia and Algeria had both

refused to accept the Egyptian aircraft bearing the terrorists.

H SECRETARY said that the two engineers from
ad been sentenced by the High Court in

m sentences of seven years for stealing an
nspiracy, to run comsecutively. An

sued a statement expressing shock and

s handling of the appeal. The
Statement had pointed out the ations of the excessive sentences
for Dnited Kingdom/Nigerian re s. The Minister of State, Foreign
and Commonwealth Office (Mr Rif d repeated this point to the
Nigerian Acting High Commissioner

TH§ FOREIGN AND COMMONS#4
Bristow Helicopters Lig}

N}Seria on 7 October to'd

appeal had been filed. He
concern and calling for exp

Thg sentences of the two engineers wq§§§>' ilar to the sentence facing
Major Mohammed Yusufu who had stood t n Britain for the kidnap of
the Nigerian former Minister for Transp The Foreign and
Commonwealth Office was considering whetR&r Nigeria was trying to
§r§pare for an exchange involving the two ‘engineers on the omne s%de and
aJOr.Yusufu on the other. There was conflicting evidence on this
2:68t10n: There had earlier been an indication t the Nigerian
+eadership understood that the United Kingdom w ot entertain the
;ig: of a bargain and that the two engineers mu airly dealt with.
excezqyently, however, the nger1ag High Court had
indicszYe sentences on thg two engineers. Moss redd
e ations that the Ptes1den§, Gener§1 Babangida, 1f
91e?tly towards the two enginners, but there had alsp
5::D§1ng in other directions. The truth might be that
CODsi: a position to take a definite decision. It would
For er Wh§ther there were other measures open to th? Un1
Persuading the Nigerian Government to take a sensible
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THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that, in the general
election on 13 October in Belgium, the Flemish speaking Christian
Democratie Party of the Prime Minister, Mr Wilfried Martens, had been
:fhe victors, This was welcome news for the United Kingdom.

3

tern
°“Etazt1°na1 THE Cﬂﬁ OR OF THE EXCHEQUER reported on the International Monetary
Aters Fund/wg ank meetings held in Seoul on 6-9 October. These had been
dttended e Economic Secretary, Treasury, and the Governor of the
Bank of Eng{and. The meetings had considered proposals by the United
States Trea ry Secretary for ameliorating the financial problems of
least developed countries and the international debt problems of the
Countries of Latin erica, The proposals on the former had not made
Much progress. e latter, the United States Treasury Secretary had
Proposed greater ment of the World Bank, which seemed sensible,
and of commercial b an option which needed to be treated with more
Caution, Further t these ideas would be held before the
International Monetar%World Bank meetings in gpring 1986.
The Cabinet - @/
2.  Took note. @
COHHUNIT
AFFAIRS Y 35 THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR T ﬁ reported the successful
Ai\‘ conclusion of a bilateral air servi yement with the Belgian
3 Sel‘vice Government on terms at least as good previously concluded with
™ Semen; the Government of the Netherlands. Th the fouljth agreement 1
o Belgium concluded with a member state of the Eur 7 Community, and he believed

that agreement would be possible with furhyer Community countries.

The Cabinet -

Took note, . @@@
| 2
D
<
v
2
| /

CONFIDENTIAL

7\




-~

:
zeferen‘:e b

4.

1“qu%ries into the disturbances in the Tottenham area of London the
Previous week were proceeding satisfactorily. Over 750 arrests had been

de following the disturbances in Handsworth, Brixton, Liverpool and
ttenham,

wa
to 1

In discuié%§§>the following points were made -
w

:gEePRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, sai§ tb€§;§§s> abingt
e agreed upon the need fully to support thg police in e{?‘% with
ar e dlstgrbances, and to be ready to meet bids for extra\R

touggwef directed at real needs. Th? Home Secretary was a}
e Y1§h colleagues concerned to find ways to steer depriveq\" -
5 unities away from such disturbances. The other issues men in

1Scussion should be further explored. E:

ds in the light of the recent experiences with such disturbances. He
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT reported that police

The police were currently reviewing tactics and equipment

expected to receive a number of requests for increases in police
S. While he believed such requests should be viewed

tically, they also needed to be tested against real need. He
us not to lose, through an over-generous provision in response

te events, the gains in efficiency that had been made over the

n
d

a. as important that the police were provided with the

resources they needed, particularly to tackle the drugs traffic
that was a contributory factor in the disturbances.
b, There Wwas

s Y <certain element in the disturbances which could be
dealt with on ough firm police action., It was important,

however, to stc,‘d 5 element from growing. This was not simply a
matter of increa€xfy penditure in inner city areas. It was

notable that Hand N\ Brixton and the Broadwater Farm Estate in
Tottenham had all bem ed from significant sums of public money.
The problems needed t 7

o5 onsidered in a wider setting. It was,
however, necessary to .= sober look at how that money was being

spent, @
c. There was now a very ‘®j

fFOm positions of secure em
Sinecures with local authori
to fermenting opposition to Go

ficant problem caused by those who,
t in the private sector, usually
evoted their time and energies

; T t policies. It was
interesting in that comnnection t the success of the Docklands
renovation project, which was a ¢ rative project with the
Private sector bypassing local aut les. It was very possible

that this was a better mechanism for\¢hannelling public funds to
areas ‘than through local authorities that were inherently
Vulnerable to manipulation by extreme left wing groups.

d, It was also important to consider edu@m as an influence in
the disturbances. There was growing evide olitical

indoctrination in schools. Parents were oft afraid to
complain, The Prime Minister had already ask Secretary of
State for Education and Science to investigate
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Invited the Home Secretary, the Secretary of State

<€ff:> for Education and Science, the Secretary of State

for the Environment and the Secretary of State for

| <35§§>Scotland to explore further and follow up as appropriate

the issues raised in the course of the discussion, as
ndicated in the Prime Minister's summing up.

)
%

Cabinet Office

15 October 1985
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