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INTRODUCTION 


On 16 February Cabinet authorised t a l k s w i t h the I r i s h 
Government a b o u t W R b l e A n g l o-Irish Agreement. A progress report 
w a  s d  to C a b i n e t  ̂ J  L J u l y 1985 when i  t was agreed t o pursue the m a  e


n e g o t i a t i o n s on the b  ̂ s ^  t h e  n discussed. Agreement has now been 
reached w i t h the I r i s  T Government on the mam outstending 
P r o v i s i o n a l arrangements are being made f o r signature of the Agreement 
w i t h i n the next three weeks. 

2. We entered i n t o the negot^gfcvs on the basis of a judgment th a t the 
Prospects f o r Northern I r e l a n d under a f u r t h e r prolonged p e r i o d of 

m o v e
d i r e c t r u l e were bleak. In the absence of p o l i t i c a  l ^ 
P o l a r i s a t i o n of the two communing* l i k e l  y t o grow a,id <1 ^  L " 

increase. As the n e g o t i a t i o n s h a 7 # r % r e s s e d n a t i o n a l i s t hopes have 
Reused on a p o s i t i v e outcome. I  t % ^ k  a s s e s s m e n  t that m lu 
absence of an Agreement, the s i t u a t i o « « * o r t h e r n I r e l a n d w i l l 
d e t e r i o r a t e sharply. 

3- The Agreement, as now neg o t i a t e d , m e  ̂  t  j ^  s e t  s of o b j e c t i v e s . I  t 

Provides reassurance f o r u n i o n i s t s through A r e c o g n i t i o n rom the 

I r i s  h t h a t the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a t u s of NorTrTern I r e l a n d cannot change 

without m a j o r i t y consent and through a f i r m e r commitment by them to 

cross-border s e c u r i t y . Secondly, i  t aims t o b r i n g the m i n o r i t y t o 

readier accep ance o f the apparatus of Government i« N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d by 

g i v i n g the I r i s h a formalised (but not executive) r o l  ̂  n respect of 

Northern I r e l a n d a f f a i r  s a f f e c t i n g the n a t i o n a l i s t c M j  ̂  y  . 


- The t e x t of the Agreement'is annexed t o t h i s memorandum, together 

w
 i t  h the d r a f t of a J o i n t C o m m u n i q u e to be Lssued on s ^WfW% (Annexes 
A
 and )  . Though now set out i  n legal form, the A 8 r e e m  ^ \ j Q ^ f t  , • t  h 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y the same as tha t discussed by Cabinet on 25 Z 
^ e i n c l u s i o n o fa p r o v i s i o n regarding e n t r y i n t o f o r c e . U VROV^/; 
f o r c l e a r condemnation of t e r r o r i s m i  n the preamble; binding recogni .on 

B
 

b
 y the I r i s  h Government i  n A r t i c l  e 1 t h a t any change m the s t a  y ^ 

Northern I r e l a n d would only come about w i t h the consent of a m a j o r  j  ̂ 
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fcthere and t ha t such consent does not a t present e x i s t  ; the es tab l i shment 
Cfc a M i n i s t e r i a  l Committee ( t o be c a l l e d "The In te rgovernmenta l 
r e  f e r e n c e "  ) where the I r i s  h Government may put forward views and 

p r% o s a l s i n s t a t e d areas and where determined e f f o r t  s would be made to 
R  e s o l v  e any d i f f e r e n c e s , but where they would have no execu t ive or 

dec i s ion-making r o l e ( A r t i c l e  s 2 - 8 ) ; and arrangements f o r c lo se r 
c o - o p e r a t i o n between N o r t h and South, no tab ly on s e c u r i t y mat te rs 
( A r t i c l e s 9 and 1 0 ) . The r e s e r v a t i o n o f dec i s ion-making power to the 
B r i t i s  h G j ^ r n m e n t has been made e x p l i c i  t ( A r t i c l  e 2 ( b ) ) . 

5. This hlS^^a c o n t r o v e r s i a l issue and A r t i c l  e 8 represents a 
compromise b  ̂  V B r i t i s  h and I r i s  h p o s i t i o n s . The I r i s  h have pressed 
for  f i r m B r  l W f c  o m m i t m e n  t to e s t a b l i s h mixed c o u r t s . We have mad. a

i  t c l ea r t h a t w  ̂ # ^  i l U n  g to consider the p o s s i b i l i t  y i n the 
In te rgovernmenta l Conference, but t ha t we cannot en te r i n t o such a 
commitment and se^ se r ious p o l i t i c a  l and p r a c t i c a  l d i f f i c u l t i e  s about 
the idea . That i s *  t e  J  L understood and i s the p o s i t i o n r e f l e c t e d i n 

n wthe t e x t of A r t i c l  e ails^it now stands. The on ly P ? «  c " « .  ?  " ! *  d " 
get c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d i s I r i s  h acceptance t h a t B r i t i s  h M m " J e r  s w i l  l 
wish to make i  t c l e a r i  n Par l iament and to the press t h a t , a l though we 
are i  s tudy the proposal and do not exclude the P °  s s l  ^ U t  y o f w U i n g  t o

mixed c o u r t s a t some f u t u r e t i m a .  v  e cannot see any easy or e a r l y way 
round the p o l i t i c a  l and o t h e  A  » i c u l t i e  s i n v o l v e d . T h i s , toge ther 
w i t h  few other minor t e x t u  M J k  s  , i s under d i s cus s ion w i t h the a

I r i s  h Government and we w i l  l r e  « g f c  r a l l  y on the outcome. 

6- I n the course o f the negot i a t i  ̂ l  t h  e I r i s  h o f f e r e d to accede i n 
the contex t o f the Agreement to t h  P J y j ^  a  n Convention on he 
S e s s i o  n of T e r r o r i s m . When i  t b e  ̂ j l  l e a  r t h a t we could not en t  r 
i n t o a commitment t o e s t a b l i s h mixed c o u r t s , the I r i s  h wi thdrew t h e i r 
dec i s ion to accede to the Convent ion , b  « f c |  n o  w agreed to announce 

\ m a d  et h e i r i n t e n t i o n to do so p rov ided t ha t P  *  S  ̂  _  1 !  " V  ̂ L  n o f 

covered by the Agreement, no t ab ly i  n r e l a t  ̂ T * , the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 
j u s t i c e  . We are making i  t c l ea r t ha t t h e i r i n t e n t i o  n to accede must be 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l . 

IMPLEMENTATION 

7- We have agreed w i t h the I r i s  h t h a t c e r t a i n measures Bho,ad be taken 
e i n c l u d * *^ r a p i d implementa t ion o f the Agreement. On our s  ̂ P | |

number o f minor measures r e l a t i n  g to the U l s t e r Defence Regiment and 
Royal U l s t e r Constabulary which are des i r ab le fo r t h e i r  ' M l  a k  e nfl 
which we hope w i l  l address some m i n o r i t y concerns. Thes* measures ao 

form par t of the Agreement and w i l  l be announced s e p a r  ̂ J  k Tne 
I r i s  h Government f o r t h e i  r pa r t have begun to redep loy task forces at 
the Garda in the border areas and we s h a l l be p re s s ing them W  W  k e 

s i  g n i f i c a n  t and l a s t i n  g improvements i n t h e i r s e c u r i t y a r r a n g e ^ T U m o n 
the bo rde r . W 



SECRETARIAT 


V 8. i  t has been agreed t h a t the Intergovernmental Conference which w i l  l 
^ ^ n o r m a l l y meet i  n B e l f a s t w i l  l need t o be serviced by a J o i n t 

S e c r e t a r i a t . The S e c r e t a r i a t w i l  l be a p a r t i c u l a r focus of resentment 
u n i o n i s t s . I  t may be possible t o persuade the I r i s h t h a t the f i r s  t 

J | ^ t t i n g of the Intergovernmental Conference should take place in London 
^  h d o n l  y the second i n B e l f a s t ; and t h a t the S e c r e t a r i a t should be 


located i n B e l f a s t a f t e r the second meeting and then only w i t h a very 

small s t a f f . The precise l o c a t i o n and composition of the S e c r e t a r i a t , 

e s  p e c i a l l  y at the ou t s e t , i s l i k e l y t o be determined mainly by s e c u r i t y 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 


TIMING U ^ t . 

9- The A g  « Q p |  t w i l  l not enter i n t o force u n t i l the two Parliaments 
have app rovecKhaAgreement and n o t i f i c a t i o n s of acceptance have been 
exchanged. A ^ f c n ^ k n e n t s w i l  l be made for the two Parliaments to debate 
the Agreement a ^ ^ k A i as possible a f t e r s i g n a t u r e . 

LIKELY REACTIONS I N IRELAND 

The i n d i c a t i o n s ^ ^ I r  h a  t the Social Democratic and Labour Party 
° L P ) w i l  l support the Agreement as a modest but u s e f u l step. They may 

also be prepared t o t a l k t o the u n i o n i s t s about arrangements f o r a 

evolved Government (so ending t h e i r r e f u s a l t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 

0 r  t h e r n I r e l a n d p o l i t i c a  l process) but only, i  t seems c l e a r , i  f the 


un i o n i s t s agree to some form o j f ^ ^ w e r sharing. 


1« U n i o n i s t p o l i t i c i a n s w i l  l r eac t very n e g a t i v e l y . There i s no e a r l y 
Prospect of them countenancing a power sharing arrangement w i t h the 

• But i  f t h e i r attempts t o undertime the Agreement f a i l  , they may 

S e  e
 accommodation w i t l i the SDLP, w h ^ | ^ 0 b l d take a wide range of 

p a t t e r s out of the scope of the Intergovernmental Conference, as serving 


e
 u ~ i n t e r e s t s . There may be large - s c ^ K | | e m o n s t r a t i o n s and other 
nns of  p t t a c t i o n . This under 1 inefM^mneed f o r care and r o  e s  

s e n s i t i v i t y i n presenting and operating t  ̂  ̂ AAeement. Although i n the 
a t i l e atmosphere of Northern I r e l a n d , t h a ^ ^ i w b a t i o n could d e t e r i o r a t e 

a r p i y >  p t b e l i e f i s t h a t widespread violence and sustained o u r r e s e n  

u s t r i a  l a c t i o n are not very l i k e l y  . 
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The P r o v i s i o n a l I r i s h Republican Army (PIRA) may engage i n acts of 


the  '
•' ' «r i sm designed in part to provoke a v i o l e n t u n i o o i t f ^ r e a c t i o n . Bui 

3 G S  t a s s e  s s m e n t i s t h a t adverse r e a c t i o n s from both u n i o n i s t s and 
E P I R A should be containable. Contingency plans f o r d e a l i n g w i t h them 

been reviewed. ^Rl 

" u' I r i s h are confident that they w i l  l be able t o s e S ^ 2 ^ ^ p r o v a l 
U l  e  A S r e e m e n t
h „  i n the D a i l . Mr Haughey, the I r i s h o p p o sT ^ ^ ^ e a d e r , a
 

the  a ^ " r e a c  * y s i g n a l l e d h i s o p p o s i t i o n but Ls l i k e l y t o be consylKped by 

support which we hope the Agreement w i l  l r eceive from the SDLP. 




I INTERNATIONAL REACTION 

Contacts w i t h the Uni ted States suggest t h a t the Agreement w i l l be 
r^kmly welcomed by the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and by Congress. I  t w i l  l a lso be 
^ %  o m e  d by our European p a r t n e r s . There are i n d i c a t i o n s tha t the 
U  n i t e  d S ta tes may be ready to express i t  s suppor t by c o n t r i b u t i n  g t o a 

fund fo r economic development i n I r e l a n d . The I r i s  h Government accepts 
tha t the b u l k o f the money should be spent i  n Nor the rn I r e l a n d I  t w i l l 
be  c o n d i t i o  n o f the American c o n t r i b u t i o  n t h a t the fund should be a

a d d i t i o n a  l e x i s t i n  g p u b l i c expendi ture i  n Nor the rn I r e l a n d and we 
u n d e r s t A i m l h a t the Chief Secre ta ry , Treasury accepts t h i s  . 

LEGAL CHALLENGE 

1 5 . O p p o n e n  t  o  l  f h  e Agreement i n the Uni t ed Kingdom a n d the I r i s  h 
Republic m a y a t t e m p t to t a k e l e g a l a c t i o n i n the c o u r t s t o prevent i  t 
coming i n t  o e f r f X l ^ o t h Governments a r e s a t i s f i e  d tha t a n y such l e g a l 
chal lenge would f a i l  . 

CONCLUSIONS 

1 6 . The Agreement as n e g o t i a t e d represents a c a r e f u l balance b e t w e e n 
B r i t i s  h and I r i s  h i n t e r e s t s . I  t f a l l  s w e l  l s h o r t o f " j o i n t a u t h o r i t y 
(which was the i n i t i a  l I r i s  h aim) wh i l e acco rd ing the I r i s  h Government a 
means o f e x e r c i s i n g (and being j |  e  n to e x e r c i s e ) an i n f l u e n c e on B r i t i s  h 
dec i s ion -mak ing . Al though i  t d o e s not i n v o l v e amendment o f the _ 
t e r r i t o r i a  l clauses o f the I r  M j k  s t i t u t i o n  , i  t commits the I r i s  h 
Government f o r m a l l y , and f o r t h  ̂ B  *  t t ime i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a  l 
agreement, to accept ing the e x i s  ̂ j S ^ a t u  s o f Nor the rn I r e l a n d a n d the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h a t s ta tus f o r thWfof^seeable f u t u r e . I  t a l s o 
c o n t r i b u t e s to the c e n t r a l B r i t i s  h o b j e c t i v e o f improved and 
systematised cross-border s e c u r i t y c o  f M  a t i o n  . While p r o v i d i n g new 
and impor t an t reassurances f o r u n i o n i s f c f k s h o u l  d make i  t easier t o r 
n a t i o n a l i s t  s to i d e n t i f y w i t h the i n s t i  T O  ̂ i o f government a n d l a w 
enforcement i n Nor thern I r e l a n d , so undermining support fo r Sinn Fein 
and the PIRA. Al though there w i l l be a d v e i  ̂ ^  a c t i o n  s t o i  t from both 
communities i n Nor thern I r e l a n d , we b e l i e v e t h a t i  t holds out a r e a l 
nope of l o n g - t e r m improvement. We the r e fo r e i n v i t  e col leagues to agree 
t h a t : 

i . An Agreement should be concluded w i t h t h e^Ah Government on 
the l i n e s d iscussed. 



k

i i  . The Agreement should
Taoiseach i  n November. 

i i i  . The Agreement should
 Pa r l i amen t . 

 be signed by the

 enter i n t  o force

 Prime M i n i s t e  r and

 a f t e r approva l by 

 the 

G H 
T K 

Foreign a n d ^ S ^ i ^ w e a l t h
Northern I r e l  ̂ r i j ^  i c  e 

30 October 1985 l  ̂ j ^ ^ 

 O f f i c e 



| 1^AGREEMENT_^^ 
^111|BTVOF IRELAND. 

J h e T d f R m e n t of the United Kingdom of ^Uc'of I r e l a n d ;Northern I r e l a n d and the Government of the Repu 


^ l a H n n s h i o between t h e i r
Wishing f u r t h e r to develop the unique  J ^ f ^ ^ C o u n t r i e s as
Peoples and t h ^ c l o s e co-operation n e w European Community;

f r  i e n d l y neighbours and as p a r t n e r s  i n the Europ 


c K *-h t h e i r c o u n t r i e s and, above^ c o g n i s i n g the major i n t e r e s t of both ^

of the people of Northern I r e l a n d ^ i  n  | u 

t h  e 


^ v i s i o n s t h e r e ^ E l c h i e v i n g l a s t i n g peace a 

^ a v ^ ^ s o r e c o n c i l e and to
Recognising the n e r f f t t c o n t i n u i n g e f f o r te f f o r t ^ tt ^
 e x i s t  i n 


fknowledge the r i g h t s of the two major t r a a ^

J j e U n d . r e p r e s e n t e d ^ t h r o n e hand those ^ ^ 

n Q 


^ ange i n the p r e s e n t  ̂  ̂ of Northern ^
 a c h i e v e  d 

s o v e
Jand by those who aspir<#to a f ® ^  " 


bY Peaceful means and through agreement, 


Reaffirming t n e i  t a  l r e j e c t i o n o f  . ^ ^^^ofsilence* and
r  t o
P o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s by v i o l e n c e ^ the "  who
t h a t t h o s e
t h e i r determination to work t o j « j r "

adopt or support such methods do not succee e d  ; , 

D c n i n P r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ando n 
  

E N^ c o g n i s i n g t h a t a c o n d i t i o n of 9  ^ " ?  S S  mutual r e c o g n i t i o nI T^ a l o g u e between u n i o n i s t s and n a t J T n a f ^ t s i s


A N <  3 acceptance of each o t h e r ' s r i g h T  ̂  ̂ 
o  - J v ^  T i  ̂ ^ f the two communities^ c o g n i s i n g and r e s p e c t i n g the ^ e n t i t i e s o
 e i t s 

l n
 Northern I r e l a n d , and the r i g h t of each to P 

a s  P i r a t i o n s by p e a c e f u l and c o n s t i t u t i o n m ^ n s , 

* e a f f i r m i n g t h e i  r c o m m i t  m e n t to a s o c i e t y T n ^ O j r t h e r n I r e l a n d  i n 


r e
£ j < * a l l may l i v e  i n peace,  f ^ i t  v f o r both communities to

^ t o l e r a n c e , and w i t h the opportunity f ° *  government;
o f
^ t i c i p a t e f u l l y  the s t r u c t u r e s and p r o c e s s e s  y
i n

H a  v e a c c o r d i n g l y agreed as f o l l o w s : t j V  . 




A 

STATUS OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

A R T I C L E 1 
T n  e
 tw^^^v e r n m  ents 

<*> affirm that any change in the status of Northern Ireland 
would only come about with the consent of a maioncy 
People of Northern Ireland; 

<*» recognis tt L the present wish of a majority oj: th. people 
of Northern I r e l a n  d is for no change in the status or 
Northern I r e l a n d  ; 


^ declare thatQL the future a majority of the People of Northern i r e l a  A  e a r l  y wish for and fo™a U co 
the establishment of.a united ^ ^ f ^ l n t  s leqislation to 
e c t i v  e P a r l i a m e n t  b l e  ^ i s i a  t 
and support in t l W P & Pgive effect to t h  ̂ ^ |  b  . 




B 


THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE 


ARTICLE 2 

•wrere i  s hereby e s t a b l i s h e d , w i t h i n t h e framework o f t h e 

A n g l o - I r i s h i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l C o u n c i l s e t up a f t e r t h e 

Meeting between t h e two Heads o f Government on 6 November 

*981r an I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l Conference concerned w i t h 

r e l a t i o n s J s e t w e e n t h e two p a r t s o f t h e i s l a n d o f I r e l a n d 

( h e r e i n a f w ^ - r e f e r r e d t o as " t h e C o n f e r e n c e " ) , t o d e a l , as 
se t o u t  %  n t h i s Agreement, on a r e g u l a r b a s i s and i n 
r e l a t i o n ^ H ^  r t h e r  n I r e l a n d w i t h 

( i ) p o l i ^ t i ^ a l m a t t e r s ; 


( i i ) s e c d i ^  J and r e l a t e d m a t t e r s ; 


( 1 1 1 ) l e g a l ^ r a ^ ^ r s , i n c l u d i n g t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f 

j u s t i c e ; 


( i v ) t h e p r o m o t i o n o f c r o s s - b o r d e r c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

(b) T  h 


n
 e C o n f e r e n c e s h a l l meet on a r e g u l a r r a t h e r t h a n an ad hoc 

a s i s . The U n i t e d Kingdom Government a c c e p t t h a t t h e I r i s h 


Government w i l  l p u t f o r w a r d views and p r o p o s a l s on m a t t e r s 

a t i n g  t o  N o r t h e r n
t h  l  I r e l a n d w i t h i n t h e f i e l  d o f a c t i v i t y o f 


n
 e C o nference i  n so f a r as m a t t e r s a r e n o t the 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f a d e v o l v e d ^ R p M a i s t r a t i o n i  n N o r t h e r n 

r e l a n d . i  n t h e i n t e r e s t o f p»m«ting peace and s t a b i l i t y , 

e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t s s h a l l be macfcfcSfkpugh t h e Conference t o 


r e s o l v e any d i f f e r e n c e s . The Conference w i l  l be m a i n l y 
concerned w i t h N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ; q R f^me o f t h e m a t t e r s 

n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i l  l i n v o l v e c o - o p e r a t i v e a c t i o n i  n b o t h 
P a r t s o f t h e i s l a n d o f I r e l a n d , a n d ^ o s % i b l y a l s o i n Great 


r i t a i n  . Some o f t h e p r o p o s a l s c o n s i J ^ w i i  n r e s p e c t o f 

o r t h e r n I r e l a n d may a l s o be f o u n d t o have a p p l i c a t i o n by 


e
 I r i s h Government. There i  s no d e r o g a t i o n f r o m t h e 

o y e r e i g n t y o f e i t h e r t h e U n i t e d Kingdom Government or t h e 

 l s r  i
,  Government, so t h a t each r e t a i n s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

e d e c i s i o n s and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f g o v e r n m e n l ^ i i t h i n i t  s 


t
 

w  n
°  J u r i s d i c t i o n . 




ARTICLE 3 

n f e r e n c  e
r e t ^ °   s h a l l meet a t M i n i s t e r i a l o r o f f i c i a  l l e v e l , as 
a
  T ' l e  D u s n e s s  o f
tt^Hn!L i  t h e Conference w i l  l t h u s r e c e i v e 

f V  ̂ ^  a  t t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l . Regular and f r e q u e n t M i n i s t e r i a l 
m e e
 
l r
b ^ | ^ ^ h a l  l be h e l d ; and i  n p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i a l meetings s h a l l 
e


^ C o n Y
e n  e  d a t t h e r e q u e s t o f e i t h e r s i d e . O f f i c i a l s may meet i  n 
S u 
  
n a t  e
sub°  *  groups. Membership o f t h e Conference and o f 


 "groups s h a l l be s m a l l and f l e x i b l e . When t h e Conference 
m  e

s  a t
I ,  M i n i s t e r i a l l e v e l t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 
r e
 

M i n i ^  ̂ and an ^ t a r i s h M i n i s t e r d e s i g n a t e d as t h e Permanent I r i s h 

e r
B j - j . . i a  l R ^ S r ^ s e n t a t i v e s h a l l be j o i n t Chairmen. Other 

a n  d I r  * s r  i


m
when1?  M i n i s t e r s s h a l l a t t e n d meetings as a p p r o p r i a t e : 

a  y
 l e  9 a  l m a t t e r s a r e under c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e A t t o r n e y Generals 

t t  e n  a
t h e i r  d * M i n ^ ^ B ^  m y be accompanied by t h e i r o f f i c i a l  s and 
r
 . P r o f e s s i o n a ^ a d j ^ - s e r s ; f o r example, when q u e s t i o n s o f 
s 6 o n 
  
r i t
t h  y P o l i c y o r s e c u r i t y c o - o p e r a t i o n a r e b e i n g d i s c u s s e d , 
e v
 

u
 l s  t  ^ e accompanied by t h e C h i e f C o n s t a b l e o f t h e Royal 

C o n s t a
°r b u l a r  y and t h e Commissioner o f t h e Garda Siochana; 


e  n
a  ,  q u e s t i o n s o f e ^ ^ o m i c o r s o c i a l p o l i c y o r c o - o p e r a t i o n 
r  e

e i n g
r e i   d i s c u s s e d , they^P^r' be accompanied by o f f i c i a l  s o f t h e e v
 

t

i
two  R a n  D e  P a r  t m e n t s . A ^ e c r e t a r i a t s h a l l be e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e 

O V e r n  m e n t s t o s e r v i c e t h e Conference on a c o n t i n u i n g b a s i s n t h 
  
e
 d i s c h a r g e o f i t  s f u n c t i o n s as s e t o u t i  n t h i s Agreement. 




**J0L	 ARTICLE 4 


( a )
 I  n r e l a t i o n t o m a t t e r s coming w i t h i n i t  s f i e l  d o f a c t i v i t y  , 

t h e Conference s h a l l be a framework w i t h i n which t h e U n i t e d 


^ y i % j d o m Government and t h e I r i s  h Government work t o g e t h e r 


^  ) f o r t h e accommodation o f t h e r i g h t s and i d e n t i t i e s o f 

th e two t r a d i t i o n s w h i c h e x i s t i  n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ; 

and 


( i i )	 f o r acace, s t a b i l i t  y and p r o s p e r i t y t h r o u g h o u t I r e l a n d 
b yA p E ^ n o t i n g r e c o n c i l i a t i o n , r e s p e c t f o r human r i g h t s , 
c o ^ M  ̂ k  t i o  n a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s m and the development o f 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

( b  )	 I  t i  s t h e d d ^ a # e d po l i cy o f t h e U n i t e d Kingdom Government 
t h a t responsnfcyA^ i n respect o f cer ta in matters w i t h i n the 
powers o f t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d should 
°e d e v o l v e d within N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d on a b a s i s w h i c h w o u l d 
secure widespreatCp^teptance t h r o u g h o u t t h e community. The 
I r i s h Government Wij^Mkt t h a t p o l i c y . 

Both Governments r e c o g n i s e t h a t d e v o l u t i o n can be a c h i e v e d 
o n l y w i t h t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
w i t h i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d o f b o t h t r a d i t i o n s t h e r e . I  f f u l  l 
d e v o l u t i o n has n o t t a k e n p l a c e , t h e Conference s h a l l be a 
framework w i t h i n which t h A w k l s h Government may p u t f o r w a r d 
v i e w s and p r o p o s a l s on t h <  ̂ J  | ^ k  l i t i e  s o f d e v o l u t i o n i  n 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , i n so f a  r a s t h e y r e l a t e t o t h e i n t e r e s t s 
o  f
 t h e m i n o r i t y community. ^ ^ "  ̂ 




c 

POLITICAL MATTERS 


ARTICLE 5 


The Conference s h a l l c o n c e r n i t s e l  f w i t h measures t o 

r e c o g n i s e and accommodate t h e r i g h t s and i d e n t i t i e s o f t h e 

two t r a d i t i o n s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , t o p r o t e c t human r i g h t s 

a n d t o p r e s e n t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . M a t t e r s t o be c o n s i d e r e d i n 

t h i s a r o « W  ̂ c l u d e measures t o f o s t e r t h e c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e 
°f b o t h t r a d i t i o n s , changes i n e l e c t o r a l arrangements, t h e 

use o f f l  ̂ ^ T  ̂  n  d emblems, t h e avoidance o f economic and 
s o c i a l d i s o K T j p ^ a t i o n and t h e advantages and d i s a d v a n t a g e s 

°f a B i l  l o f  ̂  i  y  t t  s i n some f o r m i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 


The d i s c u s s i o n of t h e s e m a t t e r s s h a l l be m a i n l y concerned 
w
 i t  h N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , b u t t h e p o s s i b l e a p p l i c a t i o n o f any 

Measures p u r s u a n ^ R p ^ h i s A r t i c l  e by t h e I r i s  h Government i n 

t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n P - s j J ^ l n o t be e x c l u d e d . 


<*> if Ir* 
-J-1 i  t s h o u l d prove i m p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e and s u s t a i n 
d e v o l u t i o n on a b a s i s w h i c h secures w i d e s p r e a d acceptance i  n 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , t h e Conference s h a l l be a framework w i t h i n 
which t h e I r i s  h Government may, where t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 
m i n o r i t y community a r e s i g j | ^ | c a n t l y or e s p e c i a l l y a f f e c t e d , 
P u t f o r w a r d views on p r o p o s a l s f o r major l e g i s l a t i o n and on 
m a  J o r p o l i c y i s s u e s , w h i c h a«PLj.thin t h e p u r v i e w o f t h e 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d D e p a r t m e n t s w R J ^ h i c h remain t h e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e S e c r e t a r  ̂ ^  ̂ S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 



ARTICLE 6 


^ I  h  e Conference s h a l l be a framework w i t h i n which t h e I r i s h 
Government may p u t f o r w a r d views and p r o p o s a l s on t h e r o l e 

c o m p o s i t i o n o f bodies a p p o i n t e d by t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 
S^P^ f o  r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d o r by departments s u b j e c t t o h i s 
d i r e c t i o n and c o n t r o l i n c l u d i n g 

t h e S t a n d i n g A d v i s o r y Commission on Human R i g h t s 


t h e F a i r Employment Agency 


t h e Equal O p p o r t u n i t i e s Commission 


t h e P o l i c e A u t h o r i t y f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


t h e P o ] ^ ^ ^ ^ > m p l a i n t s Board. 




D 


SECURITY AND RELATED MATTERS 


ARTICLE 7 

( a ) -j4w^k 

iwe Conference s h a l l c o n s i d e r 

t i ) s e c u r i t y p o l i c y ; 


r e l a ^ p n s between t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s and t h e 

c
 o n » J  ̂ t y ; 

p r i  ̂ ^  p o l i c y  . 


*  T he C o n f e r e n ^ ^  i a l  l c o n s i d e r t h e s e c u r i t y s i t u a t i o n a t i t  s 
r e  g u l a r meetings and thus p r o v i d e an o p p o r t u n i t y to address 
P o l i c y i s s u e s ,  ̂ C p  o u  s i n c i d e n t s and f o r t h c o m i n g events. 

(c)  ĜUm  T  h
l u 
  e two GovernmenE^Kiree t h a t t h e r e i  s a need f o r a 
Programme o f specwl^ I k a s u r e s i  n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t o improve 
r e l a t i o n s between t  ̂ r s ^ c u r i t  y f o r c e s and t h e community, 
w i t h t h e o b j e c t i  n p a r t i c u l a r o f making t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s 
more r e a d i l y a ccepted by t h e n a t i o n a l i s t community. Such a 
Programme s h a l l be developed, f o r t h e Conference's 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and may i n c l u d e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of l o c a l 

 i  n
c o n s u l t a t i v e machinery, t r  ̂ ^ ^  g  community r e l a t i o n s , 
crime p r e v e n t i o n schemes i n v o l v i n g t h e community, 
improvements i  n a r r a n g e m e n t s ^ B ^ h a n d l i n g c o m p l a i n t s , and 
a c t i o n t o i n c r e a s e t h epropor%^p^>f members o f the m i n o r i t y 
l  n
 t h e Royal U l s t e r Constabula^T^Elements o f t h e programme 

m
 a y be c o n s i d e r e d by the I r i s h m j f t  i m e n  t s u i t a b l e f o r 

a P P l i c a t i o n w i t h i n t h e i r j u r i s d i d  i K p  . 

T n 
  e C onference may c o n s i d e r p o l i c y i s s u e s r e l a t i n g t o 

t h 1 S  ° n S  *
 I n d i v i d u a l cases may be r a v s e l ^ s a p p r o p r i a t e , so 

nat e x p l a n a t i o n s can be g i v e n o r i n q u i r i e s i n s t i t u t e d . 




E 


LEGAL MATTERS, INCLUDING THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 


ARTICLE 8 


T ^ c o n f e r e n c e s h a l l d e a l w i t h i s s u e s o f c o n c e r n t o b o t h 
c o u n t r i e s r e l a t i n g t o t h e enforcement o f t h e c r i m i n a l law. 
I n p a r t i c u l a r i  t s h a l l c o n s i d e r whether t h e r e a r e areas o f 
t h e c r i m i n a l law a p p l y i n g i  n t h e N o r t h and i  n t h e South 
r e s p e c t i v e l y w h i c h m i g h t w i t h b e n e f i t be harmoni s e d . The 
two Governments agree on t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y o f e n s u r i n g t h a t 
t h e r e i  s p u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e i  n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f j u s t i c e . 
The C o n f e r ^ B ^ s h a l l seek, w i t h t h e h e l p o f a d v i c e f r o m 
e x p e r t s a s  ̂ ^ ^ p r i a t e  , measures which w o u l d g i v e 
s u b s t a n t i a l " X p f c s i o n t o t h i s aim, c o n s i d e r i n g i n t e r a l i a 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of mixed c o u r t s i  n b o t h j u r i s d i c t i o n s f o r 
t h e t r i a  l o f c e r t a i n o f f e n c e s . The Conference s h a l l a l s o be 
concerned w i t h p o l i c y a s p e c t s o f e x t r a d i t i o n and 
e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l O S ^ s d i c t i o n as between North and South. 



^^^ROSS-BORDER CO-OPERATION ON SECURITY, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 

CULTURAL MATTERS 


ARTICLE 9 


W i t h a view t o enhancing c r o s s - b o r d e r c o - o p e r a t i o n on 
s e c u r i t y m a t t e r s , t h e Con f e r e n c e s h a l l s e t i  n hand a 
Programme o f work t o be u n d e r t a k e n by t h e C h i e f C o n s t a b l e o f 
tn e R o y a l ^ J l s t e r C o n s t a b u l a r y and t h e Commissioner o f t h e 
9 a r da Sj^fffcana and, where a p p r o p r i a t e , groups o f o f f i c i a l  s 

n
}  such areas as t h r e a t assessments, exchange o f 
X r  > f o r m a t i ^ ^ k i a i s o n s t r u c t u r e s , t e c h n i c a l c o - o p e r a t i o n , 
t r a i n i n g o m % p ^ o n n e l , and o p e r a t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s . 

D^
 The Conf erenafcfcJfball have no o p e r a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ; 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p o l i c e o p e r a t i o n s s h a l l remain w i t h t h e 
heads o f t h e retj  ̂ 5f^ive p o l i c e f o r c e s , t h e Chie f C o n s t a b l e 
o  f
 t h e Royal Ulsw|^^»nstabulary m a i n t a i n i n g h i s l i n k s w i t h 

t h e S e c r e t a r y o f »taHk f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and t h e 

Commissioner o f tha^Garda Siochana h i s l i n k s w i t h t h e 

M i n i s t e r f o  r J u s t i c e . 




^ j j L A R T I C L E 1 0 

^  w j i  f f h  e t w o G o v e r n m e n t s s h a l l c o - o p e r a t e t o p r o m o t e t h e 

e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h o s e a r e a s o f b o t h p a r t s 


^ p  f  j  i r e l a n  d w h i c h h a v e s u f f e r e d m o s t s e v e r e l y f r o m t h e 

c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e i n s t a b i l i t  y o f r e c e n t y e a r s , a n d s h a l l 

c o n s i d e r t h e p o s s i b i l i t  y o f s e c u r i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t 

f ° r t h i s w o r k . 


t
'"" s h o u l d p r o v e i m p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e a n d s u s t a i n 

c e v o l u t i o a ^ p n a b a s i s w h i c h s e c u r e s w i d e s p r e a d a c c e p t a n c e i n 

N o r t h e r A W ^ i a n d , t h e C o n f e r e n c e s h a l l b e a f r a m e w o r k f o r 

t h e p r o m o t i o n o f c o - o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o p a r t s o f 

I r e l a n d c  ̂ M ^  n i n  g c r o s s - b o r d e r a s p e c t s o f e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l 

a n d c u l t u r  ̂ J p f c  t t e r  s i n r e l a t i o n t o w h i c h t h e S e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e f o r N o ^ ^ ^ r n I r e l a n d c o n t i n u e s t o e x e r c i s e a u t h o r i t y . 


I f r e s p o n s i b i l i t  y i  s d e v o l v e d i n r e s p e c t o f c e r t a i  n m a t t e r s 

l n
 t h e e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l o r c u l t u r a l a r e a s c u r r e n t l y w i t h i n 
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i ^ R ^  L t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 
I r
 e l a n d , m a c h i n e r ^ w  A  l n e e d t o b e e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e 
r e s p o n s i b l e a u t h o r i  s  e  s i n t h e N o r t h a n d S o u t h f o r p r a c t i c a l 
c o - o p e r a t i o n i n r e s p e c t o f c r o s s - b o r d e r a s p e c t s o f t h e s e 
i s s u e s . 



G 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR REVIEW 


ARTICLE 1  1 


^ ^ t h  e end o f t h r e e y e a r s f r o m s i g n a t u r e o f t h i s agreement, 

or e a r l i e  r i  f r e q u e s t e d by e i t h e r Government, t h e w o r k i n g o f 

the Conference s h a l l be r e v i e w e d by t h e two Governments t  o 

see whether any changes i  n t h e scope and n a t u r e o f i t  s 

a c t i v i t i e  ̂  a r  e d e s i r a b l e . 




H 


INTERPARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS 


ARTICLE 12 


J  ̂  w  T  l  l be f o  r P a r l i a m e n t a r y d e c i s i o n i  n West m i n s t e r and i  n 

D u b l i n whether t  o e s t a b l i s h an A n g l o - I r i s h P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

body o f t h e k i n d adumbrated i  n t h e A n g l o - I r i s h S t u d i e s 

Report o f November 1981. The two Governments agree t h a t 

t hey w o u l d l g i v e s u p p o r t as a p p r o p r i a t e t o such a body, i  t i  t 

were t o ̂ ^ |  s t a b l i s h e d  . 




I 


F I N A L C L A U S E S 


A R T I C L E 1 3 


T h i ^ A g r e e m e n t s h a l l e n t e r i n t o f o r c e on t h e d a t e on whi c h 

t h e two Governments exchange n o t i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e i r 

acceptance o f t h i s Agreement. 




*  l  n w i t n e s s whereof t h e u n d e r s i g n e d , b e i n g d u l y a u t h o r i s e d 
V h e r e t o by t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e Governments, have Signed t h i s 
Wfireement. 

^ | ^  i  n two o r i g i n a l s a t on t h e day o f 


For t h e Government For t h eG°Ye r  "^n J ° f n  d 


o f t h e uny^d Kingdom t h e R e p u b l i c o f I r e l a n d 

of G r e a t A ^ S t a i n and 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


(Note: e a c  l S f c  i n a  l would be s i g n e d on b e h a l f o f b o t h 
G o v e r n m e n t s T K V t h e T i t l e  , i  n t h e ^ m e s o f p a r t i e s a t t h e 
s t a r t o f t h e l M f c n e n t  , and i  n t h e s i g n a t u r e b l o c k s above, 
th e o r d i n a  l r e t a i n e d i  n London would be as t y p e d , whereas, 
i n t h e o r i g i n a l r e g a i n e d i  n D u b l i n , "of Gr e a t B r i t a i n and 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d " and " t h e R e p u b l i c o  f w o u l d be o m i t t e d 
and t h e I r i s  h s i g  l  r t u  j  ̂  b l o c k w o u l d be on t h e l e f  t side.) 



A N N E X B 


M K M - m S j L B S i m T J  ̂ 


J;  m i m  e Minister, the Ht Bo; « r , .  £ ™ . ^ .  T 
I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l C o u n c i l t o be h e l d a  t t h e 

G°vernment. 


, .h „ ... and t h e 

2
- The P r i m e . g f c i s t e r was accompanied by 

T a o i s e a c h was accompanied by 

I The Prime M i n i  v  e  r and t h e ^^ t|^S/wi^.^i- o f 
E n d i n g A g r e e m e n T J % e e n t h e i r two G o v e r n ^ > h e l p i n g t o 
Promoting peace a % S  | b i l i t  y i n N o r t h e r n i r  e a n e w 


^ c o n c i l e t h e two major t r a d i t i o n s i n I r e l a n d ^  q £ fche


jUmate o f f r i e n d s h i p a n d ^ o - o p e r a t i o n between 

^ o c o u n t r i e s ; and i m p r o v i n g c o - o p e r a t i o n 

t e r r o r i s m . 


-
i - h t h e s t a t u s o f N o r t h e r n 

} ; The Agreement d e a l s Tn p a r t i ^ ^ ^ g o v e r n m e n t a  l Conference 

I r e l a n d and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f an i n t e * e s n d
v i w a
 
lr* which t h e I r i s  h Government w i l  l p u t J° I r e l a n d a f f a i r s ; 
Proposals c o n c e r n i n g s t a t e d a s p e c t s o f ̂ " " r a t i o  n w i l  l be 
V? which t h e p r o m o t i o n o f c r o s s - b o r d e r co y
^ a c u s s e d ; and i n whi c h d e t e r m i n e d e f f o r t s  t Q 

r e s o l v e any d i f f e r e n c e s between the two  s  > 

q  rr, X̂Silhi c o m m i t t e d themselves t  o w
3
 a o l
- The Prime M i n i s t e r and t h e  T ~ f ~ : t t i n t h e Agreement 
o u 
  

^ P l e m e n t i n g and s u s t a i n i n g t h e m e a  ^ l | 2 t a e r t o o  k t o encourage 

W  l  t  h d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i m a g i n a t i o n ana u  n  I r e l a n d 
t r a d i t i o n s  i n


People o f b o t h t h e u n i o n i s t and nat^°nJ*  o t h e r ' s 
t  e a c h


t o make new e f f o r t s t o u n d e r s t a n d ^nd r e s p 

concerns w i t h a view t  o p r o m o t i n g r e c o n c ^ r a ^ o 


i- W^^CQ as soon as each 
J- The Agreement p r o v i d e s f o r e n t r y i n t o acceptance. T h i s 
Government has f o r m a l l y n o t i f i e d t h e other o t h  

^ c h a n g e o f n o t i f i c a t i o n s w i l  l n o t ^ c o m p l e t e d ^
e 

^reement has been approved by t * e B r i t i s  h P a r i .  l 

b y 

 t h e e m e n t


^ r e a n n . The two Governments i n end t h a t a c t l °  J J JL e o f P r o v i s i o n s o f t h e Agreement s h o u l d begin onee t e. 

N o t i f i c a t i o n s has been completed The f i r s  t meeting
 b l  e 


^ g o v e r n m e n t a  l Conference w i l  l t a k e p l a c e as V &  | of 

^ e r e a f t e r . The B r i t i s h s i d e w i l  l be l e d oy W n l t e  r 

| t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and t h e i r i s h s i d e y ^ M L  . 

d e s  i q n a t e d as t h e Permanent I r i s h M i n i s t e r i a l K  fjAk 


t h e
 

v

i .  t - h « =  and agenda, o f  4 - v , - , *   meetings

I  :  T h e two Governments e n v i s a g e t h a t t h e m v. w  «  V 

b
^ e c o n f e r e n c e w i l  l n o t n o r m a l l y f  . " " ^ c o n f e r e n c  e w i l l  * J  L 
t° be known t h a t , a t i t  s f i r s  t meeting, "[V^* i d  s  f  i  e 
S e C U r l t Yc o n s i a e  r i t  s  f u t u r e o g r amme o f work i  n a l  l c  u  l  t  u  r  a  l - w h i c h Si tlS? ' I ' 9 3  . ' " I ' c o n c e n t r a t  e a t i t  s i n i t i a  l ^ e . w i t h i n i t  s competence. I  t w i  n
m ? i  

e t  - i n g  on: 
s




r e l a t i o n s between t h e s e c u r i t y f o r c e s and t h e m i n o r i t y 

^ g L c o m m u n i t y i  n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ; 


s e e k i n g measures w h i c h would g i v e s u b s t a n t i a l e x p r e s s i o n t o 
aim o f e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e r e i s p u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e 

^ Q  "  %  n i s t r a t i o  n o f j u s t i c e ; and 

ways o f i m p r o v i n g s e c u r i t y c o - o p e r a t i o n between t h e two 
Governments. 


s i d Q h  e i n t  e r e s t  s o f a l  l t h e p e o p l e o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t h e two 
s a r 
An  . e c o m m i J^ed t o work f o r e a r l y p r o g r e s s i n t h e s e m a t t e r s . 

n s ti n  t  t h i s b a ckground, t h e Taoiseach s a i d t h a t i  t was t h e 

E U  r

 n t  i o  n o f h i s Government t o accede as soon as p o s s i b l e t o t h e 

°Pean Convention, on t h e S u p p r e s s i o n o f T e r r o r i s m . 


 I  n
g  a d d r e s s i n g ^ ^ ! # ^ i m p r o v e m e n t o f r e l a t i o n s between t h e S 

f o 
  
l t yf i  , t  r c e s a i r a ^ ^ W m i n o r i t y community, t h e Conference a t i t  s r < 

s  t
 m e eting w i l  l c o n s i d e r : 

a
- t h e applicat^W|^£ t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t t h e Armed Forces 
vwhich i n c l u d e t h e U l s t e r Defence Regiment) o p e r a t e o n l y i n 
s u p p o r t o f t h e c i v i ^ ^ o w e r , w i t h t h e p a r t i c u l a r o b j e c t i v e o f 
e n s u r i n g as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e t h a t , save i n t h e most 
e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e r e i s a p o l i c e presence i n a l  l 
o p e r a t i o n s w h i c h i n v o l v e d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e community; 

k- ways o f u n d e r l i n i n g t h t e € % l i c y o f t h e Royal U l s t e r 
C o n s t a b u l a r y and o f t h e Armed Forces i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 
t h a t t h e y d i s c h a r g e t h e i r d u t i e s even-handedly and w i t h 
equal r e s p e c t f o r t h e u n i o n i a  ̂ f l  ̂ n a t i o n a l i s t i d e n t i t i e s 
a n d t r a d i t i o n s . V  * 

* t  s^ nc o - . 0  d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e i m p r o v e n i ^ K A f c r o s s - b o r d e r 
a t i o n  o n  s e c u
I n t e r r i t y  , t h e f i r s  t m e  ̂ E ^ L  o  f t h e 

V e r n m e n t a l  C o n f e r e n c e
G o v e r g °  w i l  l c o n s i o H^fcow t h e two 
n t c a n  m o s tst o Q n i ! e  e f f e c t i v e l y implemeim j j k  i  r j o i n  t commitment C 

P o 1 i ^ m t e r r o r i s m , and w i l  l g i v e p a r t i c u  ̂ ^ ^  t t e n t i o  n t o t h e 
P ° U c  i n g o f b o r d e r a r e a s . 
l 0 
  - I 


n
M i n i s t  .  a d d i t i o n t o c o n c l u d i n g t h e new Agreement, t h e Prime 
S ^ a n (  ^  t n e
done  T a o i s e a c h r e v i e w e d t h e wide range o f work b e i n g 

c t n e
?  a u s p i c e s o f t h e A n g l o - I r i s h Intergovernmental 
two  t o d e v e l o p f u r t h e r t h e unique r e l a t i o n s h i m » 5 ^ e e n t h e 
o u n c i 
  

c

 ? ^ n t r i e s 
mor - The f a c t t h a t i n t h e p a s t year t h e  W  ̂ ^ e been e


Gover  t w e n t y meetings between M i n i s t e r s of t h e ^ B ^ ^  L n

 m e n t
the s d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e c l o s e n e s s o f c o-operat i o^^^^kmong 

e a S  w n e r e
p l a n n i  
n 9

 P r o g r e s s has been made i n t h e p a s t y e ^ ^ r a j k t h e 
c u t r  -  o f new areas o f c o - o p e r a t i o n i n e d u c a t i o n , n o t a b l y i n 

m d e v e l o P m e n t
the Ta U '  between s c h o o l s . The Prime M i n i s t e r a n d 
t h e ° 1 S e a c l 1  d e c
i n i d e  d t h a t t h e work under t h e C o u n c i l ' s a u s p i c e s 

i n t e r e  ̂ V a r :  * " o u  s f i e l d s s h o u l d be a c t i v e l y c o n t i n u e d , i n t n j  ̂  ^ 
t s o f f r i e n d s h i p between a l  l t h e people o f b o t h c o u n t c d ^ B ^ u. T h

s 

^ 
m e
^ r i e n d l v ^•"•  M i n i s t e r and t h e Taoiseach h e l d a f u l  l and 

y d i s c u s s i o n o f c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n g 



D i  e r  s c o n c e r n i n g t h e European community. They p a i d p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n to 

l  ̂ S f  e Prime M i n i s t e r and t h e T a c i s e a c h  a g r e ~ f r E ^ o S s 

Agreei^rTtTwhich they have signed. 


