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By CLIVE EDWARDS and ROBERT PORTER

DEFENCE Secretary Michael Heseltine put
his Cabinet job on the line last night over
the Westland helicopters affair.

He restated his opposition to the ailing com-
pany’s U.S.-backed rescue package only hours after
Industry Secretary Leon Brittan told the Commons

_that the Government backed the deal.

Mr Heseltine still wants Westland to accept a package
from a European consortium — and threw down the
gauntlet in a defiant press conference.

He made it clear that West-
land's rejection of the Euro-
pean package would endanger
the streamlining of the Ctr::?-
and destroy agree tha
could mean significant savings
in Britain’s defence Budget.
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