Brittan says ploy
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* Mr Leon Brittan, Secretary of Ang' offer from the Européaris
Statc for Trade and ' Industry, would have {o be in the hands
confirmed in .the . Commons -of the- Westland board : within
yesterday that {he Cabinet has three weeks of the despatch of
overriiled Mr. Michael. Hesel- the cifcular recommending the
tine;. the Defenice Secrétary, ini. Sikorsky-Fiat . arrangement
his. attempt to.blacklist West: which, will be sent to share-
land ‘Helicopiers if: ‘the "firm holders on Thursday, = - )
conclides- ani, agréement wifh . Mr Brittan “said that as &
Sikorsky .of .the Unitéd States private sector company it was
‘and Fiatof laly. -~ . - ... . for Westland to decide how best

“In an" extraordinary’ Com- to sccureits future, .
mons scene MiBriftan, with & - Mr Brittan’s statement drew
grim. anid ‘silént Mr:Heselting- 2 hostile response from Labotr
sitting beside hini,;-had to-insist ‘but’ was. widely supported by
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in the face: of Labour: tidiculs . Conservatives.
that he. was:spéaking- “for'the s

Government asawhole™. .1 iGedl‘frely'-Sndth ¢ 2
More- than ;oncéMr Brittan; Parliament - . 4
with seerning good- grace,- paid Kenneth 'Fl’ee‘t‘% » 15

tribute. 1o the-‘efforis ‘of Mt - :
Heseltine “ to- ‘put- together: an  :Challénged 16 say whether
alternative: réscue . package for Sikorsky-Fiat’s proposed 30 per
Westland with French; German -cent holding might bz a prelude

andItali_gn;om?anies-. ey
But : he! made - plain ke

scepticism - with which - most -

‘Cabiget ministers regard the

Heseltine-altérnative. The Euro- =~ ;

‘pean  consortium, . which in-
cludes Acrospatiale, Agusta and
Messerschntidt-Bolkow-Blohm,
did not exist and had nointerest:
in an arrangenjent: with West-
land until.a few weeks -ago, he
said. . . -
He seem

¢d_equally doibtful .

- 1o a full bid, Mr Brittan said
thére was an option to acquire
up t0.40 per cent of the shares
but not more. .

Mr John Smith, -chief oppo-

r

sition spokesman on trade and

industry, said this was shocking;

40 pet cent eqhalied control; but
r Bfittan assured a Conserva-

tive -guestioner that control

would rémain in the United

Kingdom. . i

Mr Brittan implicitly rebuked

}\C'i;t;}{esélt?dc otrll bchall_f of tge'
accepting. a supgestion from a . Aabinct when be outlined the
Conservative backbencher that Proposal by defence officials
‘GEC’s interest, expresséd late in  170m Britain, Germany, France
the day, could not be relied. and Iialy that if the Sikorsky-
wpon... . : ‘.- .. - Fiat arrangerment went ahead

The Defence Secretaiy’s bear- . ceitdin  helicopter  require-
ing in'the Commons was that of ments” would in future be met
a man who had suffered a Slely from aircraft designed
tdttic: i '

of help comisig from GEC,

ical: ‘reverse but had no 2ndbuiltin Europe. .
intention of leaving the field. .~ | He said this reqomimendation
- With thre¢ miniters from his  fépresented “a.substantial ex-
depattiient at "his side ‘he tension” to government policy.
appéired to 'have gohe to the It was a pistol to the head of
Comfions not 1o support Mr Westland, and a big obstacle to
Brittan but to watch him.” - - the option which the company
Ivwasclear yesierday that My, -preferred. -1
Heseltine - still believes’ 'the © Mr Smith remarked on the
European. cofifortitin to ~ be extraordinary public wrangling
capable of making an offer fp | between the two Cabinet minis-
match-Sikorsky and: Fiat and térs and the “fundamental

still> hopes 1o perstiade “the - disagreements” at the heart of
Cabinet that such an offer is ja’ - governmentpolicy, "~ .
Britain’s defence iiterésts: ¢« - “He.threw back at Mr Briftan

But even'if such ani offer is Words atiributedi fo Mr Hesel
made there appeared yesterday tine. that the Sikorsky-Fiat
to be no-prospect of the Cabigist. - &trangement  would _reduce
seeking: to . interfere. with -the . Westland to métal-bashing and
Westland board_to secure /it¢ - prejudice future Europesn de-
acceptai jiection '

a':ffce’ orrejection. -~ - - - feticé-co-operation. -





