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RIAN’ SWINGS IT
IN WAR OVER
COPTER FIRM

By TREVOR KAVAN loal Editor

DEFENCE Secreta ichael “Tarzan” Heselt'm‘
set to have swung vi way in the Cabinet batt
over the ailing Westland helicopter firm.

Hgsél_ﬁna‘. 4 "é‘"“ victory b 1 seems to have sw1tqhed sides
20 Premier Margaret Thatcher at Hdes
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- e board of ‘:‘in‘r—
b&nkrupl Wes|tland has
now demanded details
of a Euro-consortium
rescue bid set up by Mr
Hewltme o
3

Only week
Br"Jltan mnﬁdentls laid
out the "welcome mat” for
a £30millton bid from the
American Sikorsky heli-
copler giant.

Swallow
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Backed by Mrs Thatcher,
he ingisted that, as.a
limited company, West-
land was free to decide
its. own commercial fate.

But now Mrs Thatcher
has become irritated over
what she sees ag Mr Brit- -
tan's “ petulant” attitude
qud the Heseltine rescue
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Mr Heseltine has ean-
celled a tamily holiday to
Nepal next week to be
in at the “5Hill"

He fears Sikorsky will
swallow Westland then
shut down Britain's last
military helit:opter builder.

Now is likely Mr
Britain win “,he e job
of promoting the Bu ropean

‘ eennacuon.

Such about-turn

would be a

o hﬁ of
face ™ for Mr Brilten
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