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MRS THATCHER was in

a mood last night to sack

D retary
lic ael Heseltine:

ed over
new attempts to embroil
her in the Cabinet row
over Westland helicopters.

Her fury erupted over
suuestions that she may
ntmen rdon
% her former political
the firm's public

relahlom ad

lplse]nsum of the appoint-

vesterday fanned the
tla!ne; of the raging row
betwe Mr Heseltine and
In ustry ~Minister Mr Leon

Del'eﬁua Ministry officials
pﬁﬁ& Westlauds

bed Mr Reece's sppoml.-
ment as incredible. -

It is suggested that Mr
Reece's former assoeclation
with Mrs Thatcher made his
new role, at the height
3: thﬁ_ controversy, difficult to

A smear

Mrs Thatcher did invite Mr
Reéece to 'Chequers to spend
Christmas day with her and
her family.

But I can reveal that no
business was discussed and tae
Prime Minister had no part
in arrangin Mr Reece's
association th Westland.

e% the implica-
tlons of the innuendo that
she is taking sides in the row
between Mr Heseltine a.nd Mr
Brittan as a ‘smear lz
similar to a others whic
have emerged in the last 10
days, but of a more serious
nature

Mr Reece has, In fact, been
working for Westlands since
Qctober 14 but his association
hasonl\rd ust been disclosed.

c relations consul-
tant Mr Reece, masterminded
Murs Thatcher's personal cam-
Ealgn during the 1979 General

So rsr Mrs Thatcher has

gie fury
Heseltin

stood aside from the row
between Mr Heseltine and Mi
Brittan, who prefers a link-ur
between Westlands and the
American Sikorski firm.

@ Mrs Thatcher has already
set up a top level Whitehall
inquiry into the leaking of a
ga. dlnet document on West-

n

The document was used fo
demonstrate that Mr Brittan
had sought a European solu-
tion to Westland's survival.

But it has been strongly
denied he had “ eterrecl i

and then changed his mind.
Cabinet Secreh;r Bh

Robert Armst

to Mrs Thatcher orrow nn

progress with tha probe.




