tlw hltt.le over We&t!hnd
oontem 3

It became clear lasf,nibnt tiui Mr Hesel-
ﬁne'z combustible careeris ridingon the out-
come of Westland's choice between. an |
Ammled rescue and his own European

minor 1y Detn
deliberately p by him as part of the power
struggle for the Tery succession.

Mr Heseltine's friends deny this but admit that he
has been angered by the Premier's bellttiing of his eforts
and sceptizism about his matlvu.

There is also the the
two that one of the Torles ;-oun. liom who is passionate
to the pnlnl of recklessness, has been deliberately kept
M by & Premier alert as a cat to the

presumnum

e last night of the
¢ which Ministers

JNSIDE ; Femail 12, Demaster's 8 .
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g_?h “the m ana
l::fanth\:\ilnthwdn-

d ﬁave pro-
duced a solution which would
effectively wipe out Britain's
only helicopter manufacturer

‘West-
lands now expect the bid put
together by Sikorsky to be
considerably improved,' with

an esistible r in the
next hou:ﬂ%?ﬁj:%m
Package

It may be difficulf, even
impossible, for Mr Heseltine's
European consortium,’ which
is guaranteeing job§ and
“ orders, to come up with better
terms.

Angd that could ) the
crisis: threate gulf
Mrs Thatchers ber
estranged Defence -Secretary.

The Westland board met
for three hotry in London
yesterday and d to put
the Buropedn 's
offer to shareholders
January 14. . -

" But last night the European
u& was complaining that
and should hava, Zm.c
even further and cgoﬂltd\'aly
recommended its pa ;
‘They admit our financial
terms are better, sald David
Horme of Lloyds Merchant
Bank, who is co-ordinating
the Europeam bid. - ‘They
ought , to recammend our
package. They should be
leading their olders.’
Westland asked the Euro-
peans to put all their offers
into a single proposal which
they will pass on. .
Chalrman Str John Cuckney
promised that he would vrlte
to shareholders with.
‘overall



