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1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the House
of Commons in the following week.

progress of LORD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL said that the seasonal pressure on the
Legislation able for Government business in the House of Lords was proving

in the House aX®r than usual because of the exceptionally heavy legislative

of Lords pr e, which had recently led to a decision to have an all-night

on the Gas Bill. The pressure was exacerbated by the desire of
d Social Democratic peers in the Lords to adopt a high profile
in the) osition to Government proposals. That had sometimes upset
arrang ts reached with the official Opposition through the usual
channels\put he had so far resisted including parties other than the
official Opposition in such discussions. To reduce the effectiveness of
the Opposition parties' tactics he had explored the options for

extending the r of days in which the House would sit in that
Session. He <g§f3§t think it would be profitable for the House to
continue sitti { August once the House of Commons had risen for the
Summer Adjournmeéging he had persuaded the Opposition parties that the
House would have ume earlier than usual in the autumn and that it
should sit during ty Conferences. While he was confident that he

could secure Royal A o the Gas Bill on the timetable the Secretary
of State for Energy had ested, he could not guarantee being able to

secure Royal Assent bef e Summer Ad journment for all the other
Bills for which that was @ sought.

The Cabinet -
| Took note. cﬁZZ;%S

Public Order: THE HOME SECRETARY said that the so-cs od '""peace convoy'" of travellers
Travellers comprising of 112 vehicles was currentl& camped in the New Forest at

Stoney Cross on land belonging to the F’%estry Commission. Action was
being taken in the High Court that day to recover possession of the

land. Although initial public comment had focysed on the absence of a

crime of trespass, 1t was now being more wid cognised that a full

range of powers were available to the police Y™ {g¥—example, in relation

to criminal damage, obstruction of the highway @ each of the peace.

Nevertheless he believed there was probably scope—fagr)some extension of

the law and he would shortly put forward proposals Ihe difficulty was

in devising changes in the law which would not impeq

legitimate activity - for example, by ramblers organfed\ydhs and the

| like. The police faced difficult choices in the exerci

powers, They had to strike a balance between strict en

law and general maintenance of the peace. 1In addition t

police powers and their exercise, a wide range of other isg

Sitt])
Lab
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" CiZZ;%S the vehicles in the convoy; the fact that the children involved did not

appear to be receiving regular education; the question whether the
children should be taken into care; and the treatment of the travellers

6459 for social security purposes. The question of allocating such people
<<:> ermanent sites had also been mooted. At present sites were only made
ailable to those who had a genuine nomadic tradition and he was wary
<3§g?s'breaching this limitation. In view of the range of interests
(ﬁ%@%ﬁjved, some collective consideration of these issues seemed
1

%m ;

In dj ssion the following points were made -
a e activities of the convoy had given rise to strong anger
a hxiety and it was most important that the Government should be

seeR\ to be responding quickly. Although the convoy in the New

Forest was currently attracting all the media attention, there were
f other smaller groups in other areas which were causing similar
problems, of them long-standing.

b. Prev erience with such groups suggested that the law

| provided a ient range of remedies but that the penalties
imposed by t rts, at any rate initially, were insufficient to
| deter people ind that were involved.

| Cie Although sortfe he members of such convoys were relatively
e groups were formed they began to attract
ost important ingredient of control was to

£a3ing beyond a manageable size.

)

| harmless individua
criminal elements.
l prevent such groups 1€

d. There were strong OB ions to giving such groups permanent

sites. This would only ise their activities and encourage
the spread of the problem. ﬁgz;;siwould be intense opposition from
1

local residents to whicheve <5£53 were chosen.

e. Action had already been t to prevent social security fraud
by such groups but to go further remove entitlement to benefits
raised more fundamental questions

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that it was most
important that the genuine feelings of alarm apd anxiety caused by the
by a quick and

that could be taken
als and then by a
o a full

ittee. This

vigorous response from the Government. The a
should be considered as a matter of urgency by

small group of those Ministers most concerned,
collective discussion in the Home and Social Affai

consideration should include the various points rai

the discussion
but the Cabinet were agreed that the option of provi rmanent sites
for such groups should not be pursued further. <§;;S :

The Cabinet - <<::j>
2 Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's <§§§Z;>

summing up of their discussion.
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3. Agreed that the possibility of providing permanent
sites for groups of "travellers" should not be pursued
further.

4, Noted that the Prime Minister would arrange for
the action that might be taken to deal with such
groups to be considered by a group of those Ministers

g;§§§2;>most concerned, prior to consideration by the Home

gnd Social Affairs Committee.

25 OREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that, during the
meeting of Foreign Ministers of the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) in Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 29-30 May, there had been
considerable discussion of relations among the allies and in particular
between the Unf}t States and the European members of the Alliance.

This had been ection, in particular, of the tensions caused in the
Ay States military action against Libya on 14 April.

The United Kingdowle gdpport for the United States action had been a
positive contribut'solidarity in the Alliance. The discussion at
Halifax had also covgrag e United States intention to modernise its
chemical weapons and 1-‘1a§'1ure of the recent meeting in Berne, as part
of the process stemming the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe, to discuss hu tacts between East and West., The
European members of the A had expressed anxiety at the
announcement by the United of its intention to cease to abide by
the provisions of the Second ent on Strategic Arms Limitation
(SALT II) after the end of 19 ause of violations of those
provisions which the United Sta beNieved the Soviet Union to have
committed,

3

There had been a useful discussion North Atlantic Council of the
positions of the allies on arms contrg t had been recognised that
the positions of the Alliance on strat ¢ arms reductions,
intermediate-range nuclear weapons and<§§§zn on chemical weapons were
convincing and that the Soviet Union had generally failed to respond
adequately to them. It had been agreed that the allies should do more
to secure public recognition for the merits o gir positions. The
allies had also decided to undertake a study 1
control covering the whole of Europe. The rems
the General Secretary of the Communist Party of
Mr Mikhail Gorbachev, on 18 April were likely to

this subject by
viet Union,
borated by a

2

Soviet Union had put forward on 29 May a new proposa

negotiations on nuclear arms control with the United Sta

This linked the strengthening and clarification of the &

Missile Treaty with 50 per cent reductions in strategic

The Soviet proposal seemed similar at first sight to 1ide \'the

Government had canvassed with the United States Administra ‘!.'he
e

meeting of Warsaw Pact Foreign Ministers on 12 Juné¢. inwhile, the

in Geneva.
3allistic
weapons.
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important. He had urged that 1t be kept confidential; but its substance

cié;ﬁ? Foreign Ministers in Halifax that the Soviet proposal seemed potentially

¢§§> had become public some two days later and it had been denounced by the
<:j;> United States Secretary of Defense, Mr Caspar Weinberger. This incident
‘<i> howed the difficulties that could be caused for the West by differences
\thin the Administration in Washington.

Cizz;>The Cabinet -

Took note.

R/

anglo-Soviet  THE FOREYEN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that the Soviet Ambassador,

Relations Mr Leonid Zamyatin, had informed him on 2 June that the Soviet Foreign
Minister, Mr Eduard Shevardnadze, wished to pay his outstanding visit to
the United Kin before the summer break. Dates in the second half of
July were unddéigggcussion. The visit would provide an opportunity both
for the United z to contribute to East-West discussion, notably on

the Soviet Union to seek to influence public

UNCIL reported on his visit to the Soviet
as leader of a British Parliamentary
delegation. He said it

; ear that Mr Gorbachev had greatly
appreciated the treatmen ad received during his visit to the United
Kingdom in 1984 and especila=iy

is talks with the Prime Minister.
Mr Gorbachev had concluded Jdhat visit that a dialogue was possible
between the Soviet Union and \ fnited Kingdom. He had decided that

{ should receive the same high level

treatment. The meeting with Mr Yadhev had been the most 1mportant
event during the visit. It had t@Kenplace in St Catherine's Hall in
the Kremlin. Mr Gorbachev's handliggjp this meeting had shown that he
had a sense of theatre, as well as éESiégosing presence and great
sharpness of mind. The meeting had b ith a restricted session
between Mr Gorbachev and himself. He d handed over a letter from the
prime Minister. The meeting had been frdendly, both sides deliberately
avoiding polemics. Mr Gorbachev had said he had appreciated his
meetings with the Prime Minister in 1984 and was glad to receive her
letter. But he had expressed some doubt whetHgT F e United Kingdom
really wanted good relations with the Soviet Uniop He had implied that
some British decisions, for instance the expuls members of the
Soviet Embassy in London or support for the Unit ffes military
action against Libya, were not compatible with a g¢ a search for good
relations. The Lord President of the Council had r that neither
the Prime Minister nor he himself would have wished hgmy{e visit Moscow
if the Covernment had not wanted good relations with the iet Union.
The Lord President of the Council had formed the firm 1 ion that Mr

Gorbachev wanted a second summit meeting with the United
President, Mr Reagan, provided that he could secure some S

result. President Reagan's recent decision that the United%éé%g?EQ
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Cizgéggb might cease to observe the Second Agreement on Strategic Arms

Limitations (SALT II) would give Mr Gorbachev a convincing excuse should
6559 he decide not to attend a second summilt.
<§i§> hen the other members of the delegation had joined the meeting,
Gorbachev had said that, if the United Kingdom eliminated 1its nuclear
pons capability, the Soviet Union would be willing to reduce 1its
ar weapons to an equal extent and that, if nuclear weapons were
from British soil, the Soviet Union would guarantee not to use
weapons against the United Kingdom. A number of the members of
tish delegation had found these remarks unconvincing and
deme . The delegation had raised with Mr Gorbachev the question of
human s in the Soviet Union and had handed over a list of 23
person cases with the request that they be settled. Mr Gorbachev had
said tha® all Western delegations seemed to speak on these lines. He
had taken the list but had given no sign that there would be
concessions. The delegation had later urged the importance of the list
in meetings wi Sther Soviet figures. The Lord President of the
Council thoug there might be some Soviet response, such as

permission for three persons on the list to leave the Soviet
Union. The Govel should maintain pressure on the Soviet

authorities for a e.

The Lord President o ouncil said that the delegation had also had
meetings with the Soviet of State, Mr Andrei Gromyko; the Minister
of Foreign Trade, Mr Bo istov; and the Deputy Prime Minister with
responsibility for agric Mr Vsevolod Murakhovsky. The last was
an effective and likeable p relations with whom would be worth
cultivating; he was due shokXl visit the United Kingdom. The
delegation had gained the imp ' that the nuclear reactor disaster

leaders and that East-West co-op n on matters concering safety in

at Chernobyl in the Ukraine ha Sed great concern among the Soviet
eggéib
nuclear power stations should be po le.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a shor cussion, said that

Mr Gorbachev, after his visit to the §§?§h Kingdom, had reported on it
to the Politburo of the Communist PartX\of the Soviet Union, which had
reached a positive assessment of the visit. It was particularly
appropriate that the Lord President of the Council had reported fully to

Cabinet on his visit to the Soviet Union. sz3>
The Cabinet -

2, Took note, with approval, of the Prime ter's
summing up of their discussion.

3e Invited the Foreign and Commonwealth Secreta
arrange for the Soviet Union to be informed that

Lord President of the Council had reported fully o=
visit to the Cabinet, who were appreciative of the

which the delegation had been received and saw the vi€3§§35
as a positive step in British-Soviet relations. ciZZ;?
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Ciézf’ 4, Thanked the Lord President of the Council for his
<§:gS§ successful leadership of the delegation.

The Prime E PRIME MINISTER, reporting on her visit to Israel from 24 to 27 May,
Minister's ad that it had gone extremely well. The effect in Israel and
Visit to of¢ moderate Arab leaders appeared to have been positive, although the
[srael D in some parts of the Arab world had been predictably critical.

e stressed while in Israel that Israelis could not deny to others

th cf§;;>democratic and human rights which they sought for themselves.

<

India THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that, after much delay in
the governmen bureaucracy, India had at last confirmed on 3 June its
Previous agreement, f oreshadowed by the Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, in

Reference: April, to the g of two British drug liaison officers to India. He
cc(86) 20.3 had informed th Affairs Committee of the House of Commons on
4 June, <§§§Z§>
Argentina THE FOREIGN AND COMMON<?;;> SECRETARY said that on 28 May Argentina had
fired on a Taiwanese fis ¢ wassel close to the Falkland Islands
Previous Protection Zone. One pequiagsg died and several had been injured.
Reference: This was the latest example / scentina's determination to assert
cc(86) 8.2 authority over these waters. iﬁ‘ dovernment had reaffirmed its

commitment to a multilateral a 2k to the problem of fishery stocks
in the area. He and the Secret_’q68§>8tate for Defence would shortly be

circulating papers to colleagues cts of the situation concerning
the Falkland Islands, <:§§2?

the Commonwealth
o‘don to consider 1ts

South Africa THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said t
Eminent Persons Group (COMGEP) was meeting 'i

Previous further role. It had not yet reached any coxelu¥iqn. The British
Reference: member of the Group, Lord Barber, was working o keep the Group in
CC(86) 21.4 being, so that it could carry forward the attemy ngage South Africa

in dialogue. The Australian member of the Group, lcolm Fraser, was
giving some support. COMGEP might not decide to gi its work
immediately, but the prospects for its future effor not good, 1in
view of the far from encouraging response which the So rican
Government had made to the Group's proposals. The pla meeting of
Heads of Government to review the work of COMGEP from 3 ugust 1in
London would probably not be altered, provided that there serious
trouble in South Africa meanwhile,
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* 662229 THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said that he had discussed the
<6;3$b situation regarding South Africa separately with Foreign Ministers of

6559 the United States, France and the Federal Republic of Germany. Although
<:ii> the attitude of France regarding further measures against South Africa

was in principle firmer since the advent of the Government led by
onsieur Jacques Chirac, France had not vetoed the most recent

solution about sanctions in the United Nations Security Council, and
rench attitude was thus uncertain. The United States
mPN stration was coming under pressure 1n the Congress for further
s against South Africa. The Government would remain in close
ith the United States Administration. He would report further
to gues as the situation developed.

T Cabinet -

5. Took note.

@

COMMUNILITY 3. THE CHANCEL
AFFAIRS and a number of me

-— earlier in the year
Community Court of Justice on

THE EXCHEQUER said that the Council of Ministers
tates, including the United Kingdom, had decided
ke the European Parliament to the European

unds that the European Parliament had

Budget illegally adopted the Qaagﬁ-ity's 1986 budget. The Advocate General of
the European Court of ’ﬁ- had now given an Opinion in the case
Previous brought by the Council o\~54?' ters. While he also criticised the

Reference: Council, the Advocate Gene

: ted clearly that in his opinion the
cc(86) 12.3 European Parliament had exc

its powers under the Treaty. If the
European Court of Justice, w uld be giving its judgment shortly,
were to follow the Opinion of Aglvocate General, the United Kingdom
would have gained what it was se on the important issue of the
budgetary powers of the European Réﬁjgzment. There were, of course,
other major budgetary difficulties , and some of these problems
would fall to be settled by the Unit ipgdom Presidency in the second
half of 1986.

Maximum THE PRIME MINISTER said that she understood
Radiation reached agreement on a regulation on maximum
Levels for imports from all countries. In discussion it
Food Imports the standards might be slightly more strict than
justified, it was satisfactory that agreement had

Previous ban on imports from certain countries lifted.
Reference:

CC(86) 20.4

he Community had now
hon levels in food
id that, although
echnically

ached and the
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polarisation of attitudes towards nuclear energy among member states of

YC::>
Néﬁgz;?§nergy THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that there was a risk of a

the European Community. In particular, the Commissioner responsible for

€%§§§> energy, Mr Clinton Davis, might be giving too much attention to the

views of non-nuclear countries such as Greece in the proposals which
<g§§§9ght be brought forward following the Chernobyl nuclear accident.

2

Agriculture T STER OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD said that at the Council
of rs (Agriculture) on 26-27 May satisfactory arrangements had
been d on certain issues relating to monetary compensatory amounts
and a ent had been reached on directives relating, in particular, to
pesticidy residues.

The Cabinet -

Took notéf

Cabinet Office

5 June 1986
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