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South Africa and Sanction: e 257ﬁ

BACKGROUND

One of what will no doubt be a series of crunch-points on South Africa
and sanctions is expected at the Securit 1Icil meeting which begins on
25th September. As background for awkward decisions of this kind when they
came, a group of officials under Cabinet Office auspices has been analysing
what British interests would be at risk if we accept sanctions or

alternatively if we alienate Nigeria and others by an isolated British veto.

The results are now circulated as OD(80) 53 They show that in material

terms we have if anything rather more at stake in Black Africa than in

South Africa (Nigeria, for example, is nowadays a larger British export
market than the Republic); but that how much we would actually lose in

either case would depend on unpredictable circumstances at the time.

2 As a companion piece to this report Lord Carrington has circulated an
outline policy paper OD(8
not controversial: since we mach & ake € we should try
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avoid a general sanctions resolution, and if we fail in that we should tr
2 ]

organise & Jjoint veto with the Americans and French. What matters is his

views on the really difficult policy issues, which emerge from his earlier
paragraphs as follows:

2 His paragraph 2 is categorical that, if we were faced with a

—

call for total sanctions,we should veto, if necessary alone.
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be. His paragraph 3 argues against making clear in advance what

Britain would veto, lest the Americans and French are thereby encouraged

to let us do so alone and to rely, for the protection of their interests,

on our willigness to incur international odium.

—

Ce His paragraph 4 hints that, in at ast spme_circumstances, he
e,
would not favour vetoing a call for parti sanctions on our owne.
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