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PRESIDENT KAUNDA’S CALL FOR A MEETING WITH P W BOTHA

1. THE EVENING PAPERS OF THE ARGUS GROUP REPORTED PROMINENTLY
YESTERDAY (18 MARCH) THAT PRESIDENT KAUNDA, IN AN INTERVIEW WITH

N ARGUS REPORTER, HAD SAID THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET P W BOTHA

TO DISCUSS SOUTH AFRICA’S ATTITUDE TO NAMIBIA AND THE L IKEL IHOOD

OF ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA. IT SOUNDS FROM THE REPORT

AS IF KAUNDA’S REMARKS WERE UNPREMEDITATED, AND MADE IN RESPONSE

TO A QUESTION ABOUT THE LOSS OF MOMENTUM IN THE NAMIBIA NEGOTIATIONS.
HE ADDED THAT THE MEETING COULD TAKE PLACE ANYWHERE, INCLUDING
LUSAKA. ALTERNATIVELY HE WOULD CONSIDER GOING TO SOUTH AFRICA.

>

2. KAUNDA IS ALSO REPORTED AS SAYING THAT, WHILE THE BLACK NATIONS
CONDEMNED APARTHEID, SOUTH AFRICA WAS AN INDEPENDENT STATE RULED

BY PEOPLE WHO WERE AFRICANS IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD. NE|THER

HE NOR THE FRONT LINE STATES NOR NATIONALIST LEADERS WANTED

WHITES SWEPT INTO THE SEA. THE LUSAKA DECLARATION OF 1969 STILL
APPLIED. KAUNDA WARNED THAT, UNLESS THERE WAS MEANINGFUL CHANGE

IN SOUTH AFRICA, THERE WOULD BE AN EXPLOSION WHICH WOULD QUOTE

MAKE THE FRENCH REVOLUTION LOOK LIKE A CHILDREN'S SUNDAY PICNIC
UNQUOTE. KAUNDA WENT ON TO COMMENT ON THE PROSPECTS

FOR CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE, IN THE LIGHT OF THE SPLIT IN THE NATIONAL
PARTY.

3. P W BOTHA HAS REACTED IMMEDIATELY WITH THE PREDICTABLE COMMENT
THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAD NOTED KAUNDA'S REMARKS AND

WAS ALWAYS WILLING TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF COMMON CONCERN WITH LEADERS
OF OTHER COUNTRIES. P W BOTHA ADDED THAT JUDGING FROM KAUNDA’S
REMARKS QUOTE HE IS NOT CORRECTLY INFORMED ON SOUTH AFRICAN
CONDITIONS UNQUOTE.
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