SO é«b]‘ad o Modls. CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 15 February 1984

Visit by the Prime Minister to the Soviet Union

As you know, no Private Secretary from No. 10 was present
at the Prime Minister's meeting with Mr. Chernenko in Moscow
on 14 February. The usual record will therefore not be issued.

We propose to regard the draft record contained in Moscow
telegram No. 217 as the authentic account of the meeting.

I enclose a copy of that telegram with this letter and am
copying both to Richard Mottram (Ministry of Defence) and
Richard Hatfield (Cabinet Office).

Brian Fall, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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ETARY AKD P.S. TO PRIME MINISTER.,

v A PRLPARED TEXT, EXPRESSEL
bR IME MIN)STER FOR THE RESPECT WHICH THE
KD SHE PERSCMALLY HAD SHOWK BY COMING T0
KDROPOV'S MEMORY, THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE
~Ev1TY MADE A SUBSTANTIAL DISCUSSICN

l—

UGH IN PRINCIPLE THE SOV IET SiDE FAVOURED SuUCH A

4E COULD NOT FAIL TG REFER TO MATTERS
. 30TH COUNTRIES, |E, THE DANGEROUS TURR

THE WORLD GENERALLY. HE DID NOT PROPOSE

. THESE DEVELOPMENTS. THE SOVIET

§ Tl 2

BUT 1T WAS NECESSARY FOR HIM TC SAY

S RELDY TO BO EVERYTHING POSS{BLE TO PREVENT

THAT THE SOVIET SIDE WA

THE WORST HAPPERING, TO ARREST THE ARMS RACE, AMD TO BRING ABOUT A
MOVEMENT TOWARDS RELAX DETENTE.
T TH1S READINESS BY A

(T WAS SUFFICIENT TO
\T HAD UNILATERALLY

£ THE FIRST TO USt NUCLEAR WEAPOMNS |F THE WESTERK

POVLR . KIND, AND IF MATO HAD REACTED
RIATELY TO )POSALS FOR AN AGREEMENT NOT 10

THAT wWOULD GREATLF

1

MiL I TARY FORCE
th MUTUAL

{h EURCFE AND THE WORLD.
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CONF ORMITY
THEY WERE PREPARED FOPR AGREEMENT ON
BUT THEY COULD NOT PAPTICIPATE 1IN NEGOTIATIONS WHICH
UTHER SIDE TO COVER UP ACTIONS DESIGNED TO BOOST

AND |N THE HOPE OF ACHIEVING MILITARY SUPERIORITY,

UNION WAS IN FAVOUR OF '"'ACTIVE AND SERICQUS
DIALOGUE t RcY NEE] NO CONVINCING OF THE NEED FOR
EUT THE DIALOGUE SHOULD DETWEEN EQUALS AND SHOULD BE
NOT FROM A '"'POSITION | > 1 R {TS AWM SHOULD Bf
AT MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE URDERSTANDINGS. IN RECENT DAYS
LEADERSHIP HAD ONCE AGAIN ﬁECLARED QUITE CLEARLY THAT IT
WAS IN FAVOUR OF RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES WITH DIFFERENT SOC AL
SYSTEMS DEVELOPING ACCORD (NG TO THE PRINCIPLE OF PEACEFUL
COEXISTENCE, THE SOVIET UN1OKk WISHED TO LIVE [N PEACE wWiTH ALL
COUNTRIES AND ACTIVELY TO CO-OPERATE WITH THOSE GOVERNMENTS AND
ORGANISATIONS WHICH WERE READY HONESTLY AND CONSTRUCTIVELY TO

g -
r U

EILATERAL RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN, THESE COULD
SECOME MORE SUBSTANTIVE AMD MEANINGFUL IN VAR|OUS FIELDS
IKCLUDING THOSE OF TRADE AND COMHERCE. OVER SIXTY YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE, OF THE BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP DEMONSTRATED THAT

CO-OPERAT{ON AND NOT CONFRONTATICN WAS {N THE INTERESTS OF BOTH
I T1SH ANL SOVIET PEOPLES.

THE PEOPLE OF THE SOVIET UM|ON ON THE GREAT
10N, HE WAS GLAD TO BE Ik MOSCOW IN ORDER 10
IR CHERNENKO FOR
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TACKL

CUIET ON
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S RAISED BY MR £

Ul!l

THE PROBLEMS ON THREE FRONTS.

T CONT IHUL

T0 TRY TO BEING

RMAMENT FORA, WHETHER O

1%

CONVENT 1

STOCKHOLM,

OR ON

ORAL OR NUCLEAR

--r—r-
tEu

yND HIGHLY HNJCAL
[HDICATED THE

THAT

iTS SELF—-RESPECT AND PRIDE,S

EQUALITY, AND SHOULD SEEK TO REDUCE

IN A EALANCED WAY, |MPORTANT THAT EACH

SHOULD BE MADE CONFIDENT OF

IT WAS GROUP OF

iTS OwWMN SECURITY AT EACH

STAGE. SHE RECALLED THE UNDERTAXING OF THE NATO COUNTRIES IN THE

= LR
Uis ik

UECLARATION THAT KONE OF NATO'S WEAPONS GF ANY SORT WOULD

BE USED EXCEPT |IN RESPONSE TO ATTACK.

SARMAMENT WAS THE FIRST FRONT ON WHICH PROGRESS WAS NEEDED,

THE SECOND — AND ONE WHICH WOULD MAKE DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS

MORE LIKELY = WAS THAT OF EWSURING A BETTER MUTUAL UNDERSTAND{KG

GF EACH OTHER'S PROBLEMS, ATTITUDES, AND CONCERNS. SHE HAD READ

MR CHERKENKO'S SPEECH AT A RECENT PLENUM.- 1T HAD BEEN OF GREAT

!HTEREST TO HER, BOTH AS A POLITICIAN AND A SCHIENTIST,

MR CHERNENKO WOULD OF COURSE KOT EXPECTY HER TO AGREE WITH 1T7S

tVERY wORD. BUT A COLLECTION OF H{S SPEECHES HAD RECENTLY BEEN

PUBLISHED IN THE UKRITED KiNGDOM AND TH{S TOO SHOULD WAKE FOR BETTER

MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING. DESPITE THE GREAT POL{TICAL DIFFERENCES

BETWEEN THE TwO COURTRIES, A BROADER UNDERSTANDING AND PROSPECTS

{8 DISARMAMENT TALKS WERE

rRecMEN

wHICH B0TH OF THEM REPRESENRTED,.

EcCAUSE THE GCNERATION COF

URCZNCY

WMTET
SN

Pl THE LAST WAR, WITH TS VIVID,

TH1S BADE THEM LEAST LIKELY TO WAWT

-
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THEY HAD A CHANCE, PIRHKAPS CHANCE, OF
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ENHANC{NG SECURITY.
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THE U¥ CERTAINLY WARTEL
COVIET UNION. THEY ALSO WAKTED MORE
GOVERKNHM EITHER tk MOSCOW
O LONDOK,
LSO 1ST PROGRESS
G, It COHCLUSIUK THE PRIME FINISTLR ChID SHE WISHED TO 1 1HF ORWM
Wi CHERNENKO THAT A SMALL GROUP OF JOURNAL1STS, ALL OF THEM
LACCREDITED N MOSCOW,wOULD BE AWAITING HER ON HER RETURK TO THE
IN RESPONSE TO THEIR INEV ITABLE OQUESTIONS, SHE wOULD SAY
THAT HER DISCUSSION WITH MR CHERNENKO HAD BEEW CONFIDERTIAL.
1T SHOULD REMAIN S0, ¢ |NCE THIS WAS THE ONLY BASIS COXDUCIVE TO
IMPROY ING TRUST. SHE wOOLD ADD THAT THE MAIN SUBJECT OF
DISCUSSION HAD BEEN EAST/WEST RELATIONS, BUIT wOULD NOT ELABORATE
FURTHER. ©SHE WOULD SAY ALSG THAT SHE -HAD EYPRESSED THE HOPE THAT
TH1S FIRST MEETING WOULD LEAL T0o OTHER CONTACTS BETWEEN THE TwO
GOVERNMENTS. SHE WOULD OF COURSE OUTLIKE HER OWR APPROACH TO THE

FUTURE OF EILATERAL RELATIONS. HR CHERNENKO SAID HE FOUND THIS

PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE.

10. MR GROMYKO INTERJECTED THAT Ik STOCKHOLM HE AND THE FOREIGHN

I CONTACT ABOUT A MEETING AT THEIR

THE PRIME MINISTER SAILD SHE THOUGHT THAT \T HAD AL SO BEEN

AGREED THAT MR KORNIENKO WOULD BE V1SITING LONDON FIRST.

MR GROMYKO SAID THAT FOK SOHE REASON THE BRITIOH GOVERNMENT HAD

REACTED TO MR KGRNIENKC'S READINESS TO VISIT LONDON BY SRY NG THAT
1P wAS URTIHELY ARD {HAPPROPRIA

\T INDEFINITELY,
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CONFIDENTIAL

MINISTER, SUMMING UF, CALLED FOR MOVEMENT ON ALL

PROBLEM
TH PUBLIC OPINION HAD BEEN TH DISARMAMENT WAS
PECPLE WANTED

, BRITALL AlU

1O COME TO MOSCOW ON THE PRESENT SAD DAY FOR THE SOVIET UNICK.
THE SHORT DISCUSSION THEY HAD HAD MIGHT PROVE TO BE QUITE

SIGNIF {CANT IF WHAT BOTH SIDES APPEARED TO WANT ACTUALLY CAME
ABOUT. HE FAVOURED MOYEMENT ON ALL FROMTS. THERE WAS MUCH
UNTAPPED POTENTIAL FOR REAL FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO PEOPLES

AND FOR CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TwO GOVERHMENTS.

Ht ' ! ‘TRIBUTION COULD INDEED BE MADE.

JRTY BINUTES.,

TO RESIDENT CLERK NO 10 DOWNING STREET.
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