PARLIAMENT March 15 1984 _

Brittan condemns mob
rule by miner onminer

COAL STRIKE

———————
Both Mrs Thatcher, the Prime
Munister. and Mr Leon Brittan, the
Home Secretary, declared in' the
‘Commons that the police had a duty
10 enable those who wished to go to
work 10 do so. Questioned about
picketing at many collicries. Mrs
Thatcher declared that intimidation
and violence must not win.

Mr  Brittan, in his statement.
referred to the seriousness of the
Sttuation and stated that what was
so horrifying was that mob rule was

i icted by miner upon fellow
miner. He had asked Sir Lawrence
Byford. HM Chicf Inspector of
Constabulary. to keep in close touch
with the chicl constables of the arcas
concerned.

The police were doing cverything
in their power to uphold the right of
muiners who wanted 1o work and
\ote.

Mr Gerald Kaufman, chicf Oppo-
sition spokesman on home affairs,
condemned  violence and  com-
mented that the Home Sccretary
scemed 1o rogard it as his function
to stir up difficult situations instead
of secking 1o cool

CGovernment had a vested interest
in_provoking industrial amarchy,
and the person responsible was Mrs
Thatcher, who had sown hatred and
espair.

Mr Nicholas Lyell (Mid, Bedford-
shire C) after praising the miners'
union for making_strike balots
possible. asked the Prime Minister
to condemn thosc who sought to
frustrate them by violence and
intimidation.

Above all (he continued) will she
make it clear that there will be no
repeat of the events at Saltley coke
workd under this Government and
that the law will be fairly but firmly
cnforced?

Mrs Thatcher: Most miners cither
want 10 go in to work or peaccfully
1o go in to exercisc their right to
ballot. These are both peaceful. law-
abiding pursuits. Ti is the
the police to uphold people’s rig}
to go about their
business peacefully.

¢ police have powers to limit
the number of pickets., to disperse
excessive  pickets and to  stop
vehicles carrying pickels if necess-
ary. They have the resources and
facilities for mutual support if they
require it.

They will carry out their duty of

upholding the rights of law abiding
citizens 10 go about their duty and
will have the full support of the
Government and of most of the
people and the miners.
Dr David Owen, Leader of the SDP
(Phmouth, Devonport) said that
there  must no  cquivocation
ahout upholding and cnforcing the
rule of law on pickets. But the Prime
Mimister should acknowledge. as she
had said_in her own words. that
miners wished to work.

The anxiety (he continued) is not
ahout redundancy but the fecling in
many mimng communitics that
there will be no jobs.

Would the Prime Minister look at

BSC Industry Ltd which had created
19.000jobs ‘since 1978 i steel
communities  hit by closures?
Would she consider  introducing
something similar, an NCB Industry
Lid. to create jobs for miners
threatened by closures?
Mrs Thatcher replicd that job
creation activity by BSC had been
successful. particularly in places like
Corby. The way to keep jobs in coal
was by concentrating production on
the newest and excellent mines and
tryng to reduce production from
loss-making mines.

That way (she said) there will be a
goad future in the coal industry for
sules 1n Britain and in exports.
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Mr Anthony Beaumont-Dark (Bir-
mingham. Selly Oak. C): We all
understand that the law on picketing
n meant to be good cnough 1o
enforce the right of people who want
10 work. and that people who want
o strike can. but this has donc
nothing to stop the flying cohorts of
mtimidation of Scargill and unless
the police arc given powers and
remforcements to stop this intimi-
dation, the law is held in disrespect
and intimidation of thosc who wish
1o work occurs,
Alrs Thatcher: Intimidation and
violence must not win. The police
are active in upholding the right of
citizens to go about their normal
business and we should condemn all
who prevent them going about their
normal business. and support the
police in every way.
Mr Raymond  Powell (Ogmore,
Lab) The Prime Mimister is now
known throughout the country as
taheaway Thatcher. takcaway school
meals, takeaway trade union rights.
Is it not time the Government
realized the miners will fight for
therr rights and so will the ten
mullion ~trade unionists in  this
country.

Mrs Thatcher: Governments over
which | have presided have taken
away national insurance surcharge.
have taken away many of the top
tax rates which were stopping
centerprise and taken away some of
the taxation burden from people by
raising the threshold and reducing
the standard rate of income tax
from 33p to 30p.

These are very welcome taxes
taken away from people and taking
the tax away on jobs was ve
welcome both to employment and
cmployers  alike.  (Conscrvative
cheers).

The majority of miners are law-
abiding. do not like violence or
intimidation. want 1o go to work at
their place of work and lso to have
the right to ballot which is being
denied them at present. (Conserva-
tive cheers).

Mr Michael Forsyth (Stirling, C): If
Arthur Scargill and his collcagues in
the Ni lieve there is a future
for the loss-making pits. will she
give them the opportunity by
transferring them lock, stock, and
barrel to the NUM?,

Mrs Thatcher: If they were to wish
to have a management buy-out [ an
surc we would consider it very
sympathetically indeed.

Mr Alexander Eadie (Midlothian,
Lab): Since she has announced she
is very much in favour of ballot
votes for miners will she make her
contribution towards baliot votes by
giving the miners the right to ballot
on whether they want Mr lan
MacGregor to remain the chair-
man?

Mrs Thatcher: Who holds manage-
ment posts is not a matter for
ballots. Whether or not there should
be a strike is a matter for ballots.

| do not recall the last Labour
government giving the right 1o hold
a ballot on who should be chairman
of the NCB. OF course they did not:
they would not have been so damn
silly. (Laughter).

Mr Brittan, in_his stalement. said:
The legal position is clear. Any
atlempt to obstruct or intimidate
those who wish to go to work is a
breach of the criminal law. The
merc presence of large numbers of
pickets can be intimidating. The
police have the duty to prevent
obstruction and intimidation. and
cnable those who wish 10 go to work
to do so. They have the power to
stop and dispersc large numbers of
pickets, and to preventive
action by stopping vehicles and

oplc. .

Picketing has been taking place in
Durham, ~ Leicestershire, rby-
shire,  West  Yorkshire,  South
Yorkshire. Lancashire. and Wales.
In those arcas the police have been
able to ensure that those who wish
10 go to work arc not physically
prevented  from  domng  so. The
presence of pickets has. however,
led to many miners feeling unable to
g0 to work. Overall. 83 pits werc
working normally at the heginning
of the week. Only 29 are doing so
this morning.

There has. however. been sub-
stantial  mass picketing in  the
Nottinghamshire arca, and scrious
disturbances as a result. The police
have been responding to this firmly.
At any onc time more than 3,000
police officers. from a total of 17
forces in addition to the Notting-

hamshirc ~ Constabulary, arc on
hand.
OF the 25 pits in the NCB's

Nottinghamshire arca, seven have
en working normally: eight arc
working at reduced capacity: seven
have been open. but have too few
mumers available to send men
underground: three arc not working.
The most scrious disturbances have
been  at The  police
estimate that as many as 500 pickets
were present there Tast night and
during the night a total of over 200
officers were deployed.

It was at Ollerton that a miner
from Yorkshire, Mr David Jones
dicd. 1 understand that a post
mortem has been carried out. and
that he dicd as a result of injurics to
s chest. The House will wish to
cpress its deep regret that this has
happened.

Although there is no reason to
suppose that the police were
involved in any way, the chicl
constable has decided in  the
circumstances that it would be
disirable 10 have the case investi-
gated by a senior police officer from
a force not involved in providing
support in Nottinghamshire, The
Housc will understand that in the
circumstances it would be inappro-
priate for me o comment in more
detail on this incident.

Following the death of Mr Jones,
local - management 2
decided to end the night shift, all of
whom had attended for  worl
normally and the pickets moved
away 10 other places.

During cvents in Notungham-
shire yesterday, 10 arrests were
made. and by the end of this
morning some 33 arrests had been
‘made since midnight.,
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I nced hardly underline the
seriousness of this situation. The
law  permits picketing for _the
purpose of peacefully communicat-
ing and persuading. What it does
nol permit is what some of the
Nottinghamshire ~ miners _them-
sclves, who have been the victims of
disgraceful conduct, have called
mob rule: and what is so horrifving
is that it is mob rule that is being

icted by miner upon fellow

miner.

Miners have the right to take part
in a free ballot. In North Wales,
Warwickshirc and  Staffordshirc
yesterday they conducted a ballot to
determine whether or not they will
take strike action, The ballot starts
in the Nottinghamshire coal field
lay at 6 pm and is open for
hours. That ballot will be protected
and will go ahcad. )

major coordinated police
response, involving police officers
from throughout the country, has
been deployed to cnsure that any
miner who wishes to work at any pit
may do so and any miner who
wishes (o vote may do so. )

1 have made clear to the chief
constables concerned that they have
my complctc support in taking
every measure open to them within
the law to keep the peace and
protect the right to work and to
ol

g

c.

The objective of the police is to
prevent intimidation, _obstruction
and other criminal offences. They
have  mobilised cvery available
officer in order to disperse excessive
numbers of pickets. The police have
cxiensive preventive powers under
the common law, including. for
cxample, the power to stop coaches.
cars and people on foot who arc
clearly intent_upon joining mass
pickeing which has become inti
datory cither because of the risk or
threat of violence or simply because
of the sheer numbers involved.

The House may have heard of the
agrcement  recently  announced

Beith: Threats to miners
and their families

between Mr Chadburn and Mr
Arthur Scargill which may lead 10
the withdrawal of the Yorkshirc
pickets from Nottinghamshire. This
ocs not. of course. affect in any
way what | have said about the
policy of the Government, the
duties of the police or the rights of
the citizen under the law throughout
the country.

1 'have asked Sir Lawrence
Byford. Her Majesty's Chief Inspec-
tor of Constabulary. to keep in close
touch with the chicl constables of
the arcas concerned. He has left for
Nottinghamshire in the first place,
and will report personally to me
later today.

I look " to the whole House to
condemn unreservedly any attempt
to force miners not to work if they
wish to do so, or to intimidate them
from voting frecly in the ballots now
taking place. The right of miners
who want to work and volc is
something which is fundamental 1o
a frec society.

The police are currently doing
everything i their power 1o uphold
that right. In doing so they will have
the fullest support of the Govern-
ment and. | am confident. of the
Housc.

Mr Gerald Kaufman, chicf Oppo-
sttion spokesman on home affarrs
(Manchester, Gorton.  Lab):
wish 1o cxpress our sorrow at the
death of Mr David Jones and to
offer our sympathy to his wifc and
family in their sad and untimely
bercavement.

We condemn all violence in all
circumstances. That includes con-
demnation of violence in pursuit of
ndustrial disputes, cven when it
occurs among people who feel
impotent in the face of the
destruction of their jobs. their
industry, and their communitics.

118 the duty of the Home
Secretary above all other ministers
to seck to maintain the Queen's
peace. Yet he scems 1o regard it as
s function 10 sur up difficult
sHuauons - (Conservative protests)
- instead of sceking 10 cool them
down. He did this during the
Warrington Messenger dispute.

He is doing it again today in a
statement that goes far outside his
departmental  responsibilitics  as

a

anxious to work

Home Secretary and which is
deliberately calculated to inflame a
situation ~ (Conservative shouts of
“*No™) - that requires conciliation.
We all know that it is the Prime
Minister.who has put him up to

1t is this Government which is
dircetly responsible for this lamen-
table situation by forcing on to the
statute book legislation deliberately
calculated to inflame  delicate
industrial problems and by appoint-
ing Mr MacGregor to carve up the
coal industry. The Government
have a vested interest in provoking
industrial anarchy,

The chairman of the Coal Board
is secking to implement a unilateral
closure plan without any proper
consultation with the NUM.

The Government should inter-
vene by acting to bring the parties
together so that a sensible plan can
be worked out for the indusiry
producing this most precious and
essential fuel.

The person responsible for this
01 situation is the Pri
Minister. (Labour cheers). It is she
who appointed Mr MacGregor to
butcher the coal industry. It is she
who has ordered the Home
Secretary to make this provocative
statement today.

1t was she who said: “Where there

is hatred, let me sow love: where
there is despair, let me sow hope™.
The Prime Minister has sown
hatred and despair. | hope she is
satisfied with what she has done.
Mr  Brittan: an  what
purported to be his questions on my
statement with a condemnation of
violence whatever its cause or
source might be. Every single word
that hc uttered after that showed
that that condemnation was no
more than a ritual.

He went on 1o have the effrontery
to accuse me of stirring up incidents
and of going beyond my departmen-
tal responsibilities when J stated the
facts, stated the law and stated my
support for the police in upholding
the law. The House will judge who is
going beyond his responsibilities
and who is unworthy of the office to
which he aspircs.

Mr Don Concannon (Mansfield.
Lab): | hope this House will kindly
belt up because 1 have 1o go back to
2 highly charged situation  in
Nottinghamshirc.
Mr Alexander Eadic (Midlothian.
Lab): | hope Mr Brittan will reficct
on the statement. It was not helpful
to a difficult and inflammatory
siuation.
Mr Bittan: It is my duly 10 make
clear that the police have the
resources and the support 1o cnable
the law 1o be enforced. It would be a
sad day for this country if it would
regarded as a matter  of
controversy 10 suggest  people
should not be able 10 go 1o work if
they want to.

Sir John Osborn (Shefficld Hallam,
) asked for an assurance that flying,
pickets had been stopped.

Mr Brittan: I cannot give him the
assurance that nowhere in the
country will there be flying pickets.
Everyone involved is well aware of
what their duty is and they will have
MY support in carrying it out.

Mr  Alan  Beith
Twee. L) said flying pickets
Durhan went 1o
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Orders for
UK from
Thatcher
Gulf trips

Sensible pay deals

vital to

success

THE BUDGET

presented to the
Commons on Tuesday, was. in a
very real sense. a Budget for jobs,
for’a stronger cconomy and for a

The  Budget
————————
OMAN CONTRACT
The Prime Minister retaliated T.‘?.'.f Secretary

against her critics over the Oman

isit and her family's leged
involvement by outlinging to the
Commons a list of projects which
had brought jobs to Britain through
contracts rth  m: millions.
These had resulted from her visits
to the Gulf.

Mrs Thatcher declared that she had
not met Mr Jamil Amyuni, Middle
East dircctor of Cementation, “in an
official capacity”. When she was
asked a  similar i
Tuesday. she said s
“most pcople in the construction
industry at one time or another™.

Dr John Marek (Wrexham, Lab)
raising the issuc. asked: Why does
the Prime Minister continuc to
block questions tabled on Oman by
Mr Peter Shore, shadow Leader of
the House?

What has she got to hide? Will
she answer now whether she met Mr
Jamil Amyuni. Middle East director
of Cementation Ltd. and, if so,
when and where and what did they
discuss?

Mrs Thatcher: 1 have not met him
in an official capacity. (Labour
interruptions) | do not answer in
any other from this dispatch box.

Because of the noise, she repeated
her answer and continued: About
Oman. | have answered repeatedly.
During my visit | did not raisc the
interest of any individual com-
panies which at this stage could
have been interested in sccuring the
right 10 negotiate all aspects of the
university project. | raised. as | was
advised to do. Britain's interest in
all aspects of the project.

uring my tour down the Gulf
intended 1o get jobs for Britam.
‘contracts came 1o this country for a
national guard hospital in "Saudi
Arabia at a total value of £120m: for
Hawk trainer aircrafl  for  the
Emirates and later for Kuwait on
another visit, total value to British
Acrospace about £160m; a major
defence_contract for Qatar. total
value £70m: a memorandum with
BP for exploitation of the North-
West Dome gasfield. Qatar.

During the April tour, there was a
major programme of power stations
and coal mining projects, for which
@ contract was subsequently granted
to Northern Engincering. valued at
around £250m.

She had been batting for Britain
in spitc of miserable-minded
Labour MPs. (loud Conscrvative
cheers).

Debate on fuel
prices and
poverty

The main business in the House of
‘Commons next week will be:
Monday: Conclusion of the debate
on the Budget.
Tuesday:  Debate  on
Accounts Commitice reports.
Wednesday: Debate on Opposition
motion on fuel costs and poverty.
Thursday: Debates on  forcign
affairs and on the CAP.

riday: Private  Member's  Bill:

Products  (Control  of

Advertising. Sponsorship and Sales
Promotion) Bill, sccond reading.

Public

The main business in the House
of Lords will be:

where miners had voted over-
whelmingly against striking. They
said 1f the miners continued to go to
work, many more pickets would
armve.

Mr Scargill and the Opposition
should win the argument with the
public and not bring threats of
violence 1o mincrs and  their
familics.

Mr Timothy Yeo (South Suffolk. C)
said although the TUC General
Sccretary had  condemned  the
violence. there had been no such
condemnation by the President of
the NUM or the Opposition Front
Bench.

Mr Brittan: The statement con-
demning the violence is cxtremely
welcome.

Everybody must make their own

decision about what their con-
scicnee dictates.
Mr David Ashby (North West
Leicestershire. C): my arca of
North West Leicestershire where we
have suffered perhaps the greatest
number of pit closures of any arca in
the United Kingdom the miners are
most anvious 1o continue working.

MrBrittan: Those who want to
work have the night to work and
they will have all the protection the
law can provide.

Tonday:
report. second day.
Tuesday: Telccommunications Bill,
report. third day.
Wednesday: Debates on Highlands
and Islands Development Board, on
nuclear war. and on the prison
service
Thursday: Housing_and Building
Control Bill. report. first da
-

Parliament today
Commons (9.30): Prescription and
Limitation  Bill. Law cform
(Husband and Wifc) (Scotland) Bill.
and Video Recordings Bill, report
stages.

Bill,

Britain, Mr Tom
of State for
Employment, said in the Commons
when “debate continued on  the
Chanccllor's proposals.

He stated that recovery
underway. The outlook for
cconomy was brighter than it had
been for years. There was momen-
tum in the economy and the object
of the Budget was to sustain and
increase it.

Productivity was at record levels.
Production costs were  better
controlled than they had been for 20
years. With that improvement came
profits. the key to more

was
the

be modernized. Yet all those things .
had been neglected.

Future historians would find it
staggering that the Government
used North Sca oil revenue to pay-
for extra unemployment. No
recovery without a reduction in
unemployment should be accept-
able in a civilized society.

Sir Ian Gilmour (Chesham and
Amersham, C). pointing out that Mr
1 had stated he was continu-
ing the policics pursucd since 1979,
said that five more policies like the,
last five would climinate inflation,
but would Icad to a vast increase in
unemployment, cause investment,
manufacturing output and indus-
trial production 1o fall,

. There must be an expansion of
investment 10 pay for the imports
Britain  would ‘need when oil
revenue dropped. There must be a
climate of goodwill with the unions

and more jobs.

They could not afford to be
complacent. It was vital for jobs that
Britain was competitive. Sensible
pay settlements and continued
improvements in productivity were
vital to Britain's future success.

The number of people in work
increased by 80,000 between March
and September 1983 and that was
the first increase for three years.

The latest figures showed that in

mber. January and February.
job centres had placed 390.00C
people. compared with 335,000 for
the equivalent previous period - an
increase of | T cent - at a time
when the uncmployment  figures
were a little disappointing.

Another encouraging  indicator
was that cxccutive advertising for
management.  including  senior
management. was running this year
at double last year's level. It was at
the highest level for 20 years.

There had been a substantial
increase in Government funds for
measures 10 help employment and
training. This year morc than
2.000m would be spent. four times
as much as Labour spent in its last
sear of office. Some 670,000 people
had benefited from measures.

There could not be a clearer
indication in_the Budget of the
priority the Government gave to
employment than the abolition of
the  national insurance _surcahrge,
Labour's tax on jobs. There was
now a special combination of low
inflation. higher productivity and
fast growth, something that had
cluded the country for 100 long.

Mr John Smith,” chief Oppo:
spokesman on employment,  sai
the Budget might be ncutral in
financial terms: it was certainly not
in ecmployment terms. Above all it
was not neutral because it made no
basic change in the policies of
deflation which had caused  the
present tragedy. No change in the
policics followed over the past five
ears meant that there would be the
Samce or even worse results in terms.

of unemployment.
¢ would not be alone in asking
why  the  Chancellor had  not

embarked _upon cven a modest
public works programme. It was
undcniablc that the inner city infra-
structure needed to be renewed and
the transport system modernized.
that  Victorian ~scwerage systems
would collapse if not attended to
with some urgency. that the raflways
should be clectrificd and tharmuch
of the housing stock, particularly in
the public scctor. needed urgently to

any 3
For all the bravure of the
Chancellor's brilliant performance
(he went on) - and the Budget had a
number of excellent proposals ~ it
Was strong on tactics and weak on
strategy. It has done nothing to
imporve the treatment of the
unemployed which is a shameful
omission. The Budget fails to deal
with the fundamentl problems of
the economy.
Mr Brynmor John (Pontypridd.
Lab) said the Budget had been in
many ways a fascinating technical
exercise by what they had had was a
Budget for the average sharcholder.
What they desperately needed was a
Budget for the average man and
woman,
Sir Brandon Rhys Williams (Ken-
smgton. C) said he was concerned
about the eficcts of the Budget on
the availability of funds for
investment. Sums released in the
inconie tax cuts were more likely 10
£0 into consumption than savings.
Mr Archy Kirkwood (Roxburgh and
Berwichshire. L) said he hoped that
cven at the cleventh hour the
Government would be converted 1o
some sort of tax eredits scheme.
Mr Charles Morrison (Devizes, C)
said he was disappointed not 1o see
anything about betting tax. The
presct Is encouraged a growth
m illegal betting.

He called for the abolition of duty
for on-course betting i order to
improve attendance ai race meet-
ngs.

Mr Robert McCrindle (Brentwood
and Ongar. () said the Chancellor
had got it cntircly wrong in his
recommendation that life assurance
tax relief should be withdrawn. The
whole thrust of this Government's
policy was 1o encourage thrift and
the development of self-reliance and
10 create a property-owning demo

By the measure he h:

propo ¢ Chancellor had s
back that objective considerably.

Dr Oonagh McDonald, an Opy
sition ~ spokesman on  Treasu

1
end discrimination aganst familics
with children.

Child benefit should be increased
by at least 80p a week.

Mr  John  Moore,
Secretary 10 the Treay
Government mus
that in a competitive world the
nation got the most effective use of
the country’s national resources -
people and capital.

Financial

VAT plea by Kinnock

The real value of income tax
thresholds had been raised by a
Conservative Government., but not
by Labour Governments. Mrs
Thatcher the Prime  Minister,
slaimed in the Commons. She was
replying to Mr Neil  Kinnock,
Leader of the Opposition. who had
demanded that she instruct the
Chancellor to withdraw the takca-
way food tax.
b innock said that many people
realized that the tax on takcaway
food was unclear in cffect and plain
daft in operation.
Mrs Thatcher, rcjecting his de-
mand. said: If that is the only
complaint he has of the Budget. it
shows how . ..

The rest of her words were lost in
the uproar.
Mr Kinnock: How docs she justify
taxing the food of somc of the least
well-off people in Britain while. at

the same time. giving major tax
concessions 1o those with savings of
more than £70.0007

Mrs Thatcher: He complains about
cxtending the VAT base. In April
1974, Labour extended it 1o
confectionery. soft drinks. ice cream
and potato crisps. In April 1975,
Labour applicd VAT at 25 per cent
to clectrical appliances. radio. TV.
h-fi. boats and caravans and very
nearly ruined those industrics.
Mr  Kinnock: Perhaps  she  will
answer the question. instead of
refernng 1o something  which
occured 10 vears ago. two million
10bs ago. £30.000m o1l revenues ago.
ow docs she justify huge fax
concessions 1o some of the best-off
in our socicty while imposing taxes
on the food of some of the poorest.

Mrs Thatcher: We raised thre-
sholds. We believe in jusuce for all.

Police in Campbell case defended

HOME OFFICE

—
There was no reason 1o believe that
anything inconsistent  with  the
normal mstructions to the Metro.
politan  Police ~ concerning  the
property of road accident victims
occurred in the case of Mr Duncan
Campbell. of the New Statesman,
Mr “Leon Brittan, the Home
Sccretary. said during Commons

questions.

Police have specific instructions as
1o what officers should do when
there is an accident and an
individual's property is found?

One chapter makes it clear it is
the duty of the police officer to take
any personal property 1o the
hospital and to get a receipt for it.
Why did that not happen in the case
of Duncan Campbell?

Mr Brittan said the contents of the
pannicrs on Mr Campbell's cycle
tre avaminad oe oo FELs ¢

Mr Gerald Kaufman, chicf Oppo-
stion spokesman on home affairs;
Is the Home Sccretary thercfore
saymg that 1 s the normal
instructions 1o the Metropolitan
Police to rifie the belongings of
people who are injurcd in accidents?

How did it come about that it was

just that onc individual whose
belongings were rifled?
Mr Britten: 1t 15 the duty of the

police to make arrangements for the
safckeeping of the posscssions of all
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