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¢ Sir Robert Armstrong

Mr Haughey and the British

[ think you will find the attached article from the
Irish "Sunday Tribune" of 25 March worth a glance. Although
Vincent Browne, the newspaper's editor and presumed author
of the piece, is well known for his IRA contacts and his
judgements should accordingly be taken with a large pinch
of salt, there is no reason to doubt the general picture
which he presents of Mr Haughey's current attitude to
Britain - which in turn reflects and influences the
large nationalist element in the Irish electorate. The
article is an instructive indication of the difficulties

which Dr Fitzgerald will have to cope with in his efforts

to make constructive use of the Forum's report.
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l. 7You may be interested in the attached article from
vesterday's "Sunday Tribune" which ties together the milk '
battle and the Forum in the person of Mr Haughey. It - JZ§/3

MR HAUGHEY AND THE BRITISH

ooincides with Fogarty's remarks to the Ambassador on the
previous Saturday (reported in our telegram No.129 paragraph 7
not to NIO).

2. Paddy MacKernan commented that the article was probably
based on a briefing from Martin Mansergh to Vincent Browne,
the editor of the "Tribune", who we believe is "J J O'Molloy".

3. Seat-belts fastened er the Fianna Fail Ard Fheis!
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C HARLES HAUGHEY's fcars of a

British- intelligence plot: .
dcslroy him may not be all that far~ :
" [etched. . It is ‘obvious that Anglo-Irish*
rcIauons will.take a sharp furn for lh:',',.‘
" worse should he gver regain power, He' v
"+’ has become, t'nghlcnmgly frank about his".
- hostility 1o+ the 'Thatcher govcrnmcn:.,
And he has ‘now taken tp using the'
bleakest ‘nationalist rhctong rcgnrdmg
:tcrnnliy pcrﬁd:ous Alb:on.__- ok o2

" Garret FitzGerald was ws:bly shﬁizen

by the Fianna Fail leader's Dail oulburst. Y

ApGE T ogny ‘ T ; :
“Will you never learn? Will you never': ;- ‘f ¥ ﬂ P * il i G K P ? 0 Hh .
understand . that -no “matter what soft H?- peviet .‘ !‘gé"- El K Rt | E}!a_g\(&%]ﬁ _:
words or protestations are used, the age- . i~ EUIES AT Ea 1T ety At CIRERT RIS I Ak i

old reality’ prevails? Britain rclemlcssly .‘ : : ;
and remorselessly pursuesBritain's self-" 0y AT L Sr T
interest, -no, ma:):cl: whom it hurts or: : rheloncfromHaughcy.Andu:sw;alfor ‘, _~ . m msns:mglhat "cvcrythmglsnowonthc 1

S|

; reveryone else alsq to understand that, Itis .. .. % table” could alter that fundamental fact,
"Lﬁggio‘og?Eca:lglli}:?zgg;x;”ﬂb; ﬁ.}'!:y i ._*sr.:cral years rlllow su:icc o}rlw of }ﬁ1s ﬁrmclsl.‘.! 25 ;f E}.1u; Republican prisoners were already ;
T ~‘admirers «allowed” that' his only, on hunger strike in the' H-Blocks of Lon
iy Th:rc was mbre in the same vcm fmm’ ,- | 'reservagion about the FF boss had to do' 13 jiKesh. Ten days after the' Dublm sumnngt '
i 'lhc ‘shadow ! Tamscach Gcsturcs 20f, /sl '1with his gutiAnglophobia, And this was’ *% -J" they ended .their fast.qn’the’ basis: of " .
_appeascment’. and'® compliance ' from ';»*r rcw:n " before i that..cosy . era of tcapo! + British . settlement - proposals.;; Soon .
FitzGerald to Thatcher in Brussels had’ dlplomacy camc tq an, cnd i et ::afterwards, however, they annoynced the ]
~ gone coldly unreciprocated, She had led PO R G AT ¢, British had reneged on their commitment |
“the pack against Ireland. I{ was time toi 3 'I‘ ‘was'; Churchlll whn obscrved Yei¥,4z0and that they.were forced to;resume the”
deal with British blackmail, time for.an . “:,,-- ‘that'the.reason for having diplomatjc * 4 “hunger strike, Bobby Sands’ rcfuscd l'ood
#nd . to_sophistry,’ ambivalence and selfvz 500 relations ) ig:inotkito confer, & ji. ; -on! I,March 198!-4‘&\.4"‘{
‘deception in face” of-such. cold,  harsh: i L 1‘—1 .complimeny bu] 10 secpre'a convenience. 4 3 i ; MG f.!“.’
reality, ©.“Ireland’s interes(s' are -best. -‘«'r‘,,.'-! And. it:is’ g, facy thai alljances have, no.! AUGHEY wnll"‘ncvcr forgwc
defended 'by:Irish men and women, and- ‘. 417« :absolute virtues, whatever the sentiments _ Thalchcr 'for' what; 'fgl]owcd -
i, |all the-appeasement and platijudes and v'c; <72 .0n which they are based. But it should nor: ' Sands, ‘Francie . Hughes;u: Ray .|
[honeyed words' mean no:hmg when the joy Lt bel forgotien that.CJ and Maggie, that “McCreesh-and Patsy O'Hara died during * |
thps are.down, ' i i A ) :I;r?ls;fls:l:lgll;'kr;l()ysc gffop;i;lgngrsw.'h :cm .1 the course of an cm):mvc general ctccnoﬁ i
cona e went dccpcr than: Jusl mlsguldcd Lre! .l'-lzatson at Dubli Castizl Deceml coré? -_"campalgn._ All 1 the. whsl; ,Haugh:y ]
J govcrnmcm Therg was a naked Haughey ' 0 v W A her, of:: ]
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lutely' rcfralncd from! anyt public’-

1*- ;1980 Haughpy had devoted a fyll ycar 10:y, " o

o S e ofthe ot U1 e counth 5 o oty e 171 e of Tt coning il
- Foreign Affairss He spoke w1?h articular, 324, overgome his own d::p—scalr_d préjudices rscenes lcgs ‘farp flexjbility,: He

* contempt of the conccppls "nomﬁg ou[o[a" .’.bm ' Zktll(ulig;{ c;lrcurfn:vchm ‘h% l“d]f ¥ ; nwrrfhclgss managed o ; :"'“1 7%‘ -Dail , i

4 Fvingrained  loathing of! the | tribe* that i wsb l :

| S herc i o aduraay L shauned e mutdmrs o e Tiena 11 S 3 conGETbe gchiyerens .

: Bt 23 Airey: Neave and Earl Moumbauen, 2 claaali : § _
appeasementh sndfaihirg e adomang v i | ConlFary 10° popular hindsights' e - - Eioran Db e B roners
_that the appearance of improved. and. ...\« -carned.her:grudging; esteem,, And' the 1=t .the d1l'fcn:ncc{n Cavan/h);ionga r::n and -

~friendly. Anglo-Jrish relanonI: amounted I'gi‘::f;‘lﬁ fc:?rgmn sau‘{f:all?ﬁ:"imﬁf; ( .‘ Louth. FitzGerald-, became ; Taoiscach - .

. to a pure illusion. They had been fooled! 'y “\i\<and immediately began to criticise apcnly

. into_offering Thatcher ‘support. og the i . T"}‘:m t?robz:‘lbly dlocs b?m Y&t f"‘l#" .+ ¢iz Thatcher's handling of the hupger strike,
British . budgetary problem.. And theigidi, A1 frea\se whal. an, implacable. cnemy. she «¥ o That was lhc l'mal siraw, for Haughcy\

: reward, apart from total rejection of the ;'1°,'1°Ba‘:idrrﬁgf:hit;‘"\;::‘l‘;":;'rﬂ?:’;?guhgﬁ‘n' _':':' b Next time | . SR :.:‘ i
Ir&ﬂ‘“g”’:‘;ﬂ‘:’?mggfl'“{?“o}vaf::zhé“‘:_hfé St Castle.- She came’ ‘at4the head of the: *He had only {6 wait s seven, mnnths for .-
fvalk LR ot he EOUHCII ; c1a ; ~* biggest delegatiqn from Britain to Ireland. ¢ 2. " the restoration, Within days of resuming .
LiHe Bk insull of Being e T;E:?:gnﬁ?m rw* since ‘the foundation “of ‘the'state.. Lord i3, s ‘office, "he " was" calling *for.. Enush
s e bzlgatc?afl: S ‘l‘»". ' Carrington and SuQeoﬁreyHnwehciped /' “withdrawal from Northern® Ireland, He
b:twcgrl'.'l'gozscach S S mnctccrorgx "a {put. the’ ﬁmshmg ‘touches 1o 'a *joint :‘_ ‘-5calhmg1y rejected James Prior's creation

7=uch accasions,: Sdldp H:ug;,clj AR '..'commumquq cmphaszsmgthc fotality of -7, i/ of the new Northern Ireland Assembly

H ey relationships, withip' these: islands™, . The’ ¢.and. when Margaret' Thatchcr iaunchcd, 4
z:ﬁplr;::gés ’? compllclc ,t'.;ulurg Of I“Sh'-’ ', possibility %fscmng UPTIEW, msutuuona_l- '»_;: ¢ ‘her'' Falklandg- armada he! "personally -

P Yl g ' “zstructures'between Ireland. and i Britain : "f dicrated the dramatic vof.'eface from 1hc1 ..

g FnzGcra'ld sl.arl:d bicakiy acros§ ‘at his’ ‘swas described as ''¢xtremely: 51gml‘cant %> position in which Ireland had agrccd 10.-

rdw:rsary ‘Any /lingering hopes he 'may SIv was a personal triumph for Haughcy titi EEC. economic ‘sanctions.’ ‘against

s

haye harboured for the outcome of'the’ yrand not-even-his subscgugnthd:scrcuon (\‘ Arg:mma and Noel Dorr had strongiy
Neyw Ireland Forum surely died then, He z;r'ahopt the stgmﬁcapcw of : what was.'4"i. condemned Argentina's “breach, 0!', 4
must also have rcahscd this was no empty . aclu:vcd or Brian' Lcruhan § :mpcluosuy i ~< international’ law: Afier thc British sank * ]
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dn .another.: o¢casion,. Planning,or at least a separate 1 has begn held over.
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e LY e s vl "-.-7\-;“;"_;;?‘--",'_'__“'-_-'!_- i ‘huFhe v orepresents. virtually nobody. I
4" the cruiser General Belgrano, he ordered 1744, represent yirtually 80 per cent of the Irish,
vi - Ireland's ~derogation’ from he OrCEEC: { i s people, my point of view.” That was s
W2 sanctions and instructed Dorr to'make a 1.} {4 much-of the Barry: iceberg as broke
:\{ gémarche, at the United Natiors with ‘a4l surface. He. submerged - immediately:

* view to obtaining a ceasefire;). hpi ek i afterwards and the placatory FitzGerald'

. i1 -influence, again .scgl}qd_qvlcr the Irish Sea.

£« =31 Whatever the rights and wrongs of that }* v, :
¥, i decision, it precipitated the worst crisisin 1. - (AR LT ; :
" Anglo-Irish’ relations since: World War ' SR R e i e
" 11,. Then"a few -months:later," already 1% WO cons!dcrauons;fhayc dictated

A+ imaintaining he: was ' the target "of .an i'.% .. -§§ »the hardline ‘Haughey approach.

7sii orchestrated! British. smear , campaign,~ e He; candidly admits that harsh
il ;.'-'Haughey'j,'.again :last . ~and Jexperience Was. his first eye-opener. He,
{16 i=FitzGerald 100K over ‘with a promisé to iyt %' 52y he now firmly believes that gven i(an
N y'L. :to Anglo-Irish 3 C_',‘,"Ir}sh-govcmmcnt were to fully comply
AT ! oA 1 " with every cross-Channel request on the
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i AL A b AN it s _Nort_l_'i,thc B_r;ush would never moye until
,ORM ALITY? :FitzGerpld!s t...‘ halt .suited thdc:r,purposcs; natiopal -s}.\:ir-,--
s Vst rhats histrar iy anterest 4 ominates 'every.other
‘copciliatory: {'sQfll'y-soft.ly'l'?;’":l'.-'_{-_‘ consideration’ for u::c British and, ?s he:
i ‘a has+ met” with precious itrle 'ty lasays, throwing steaks at the lion will'not
_J‘_(.,'-}{jl.fCSPOnSC from' Downing Street. Indeed,’ . _‘?-.r_‘-'_'...; :-nakc_ ita vegelarian, - L
,_‘.-,,"\t',_’-.-,Thalchcr has dealt him one public rebuffL 5 = On a'more quantifiable level, Haughey,
R frafter the other 'right across a range from’ ‘. .- and his closest adviser Marlin Mansergh
331 the New Irgland Forum 10 the EEC, Iyis’ ' . nbelieve southern Irish politicians cannot
_j'—dlfﬁCl._l'll rm‘ bch;v;. Ihaz:d th;y- 5:{1_&3*';0{ eI affogd, 10 'djsa}?sociatc th:lmsc'w:s 'dl‘nr‘
-+ sprovocatiye, remar s made fichael ;"¢ j har ening northern nationa ist attitudes,
:‘_Seseltme_.z;ndl Prénce Philip when y_'lsm?g -".‘.‘-'."-i" “even if they so wished. They main_tain it
AN orlh’ll:,rn ‘lrac _aphare_:\od! -s,x,'flp.}?'ms"o adng . vhad been the vaguelya ologetic school of |
-‘W"B -F?iﬂ(lfsnegraiélf‘;a? “ :'cuﬁcg‘léd‘)"-‘ '{'\’ﬂfnc.d?‘t'“‘*:'ik‘" {:g?nhoﬂiglﬁ?i?r:hsac:' rr:::sﬁv‘:hi; ?3? gfriﬁ'
JThatcher that. the rise of Sinn Fein'is no At " Fein in' the first’ instance. and that:an;
.1""”'"tcrn 0 ). ph “that - .unl Foogre st . : i ' ; por
1 Mtemporary - p enomenon, .t at; wnless e % g unbendingly 'adversary role to present
3 realistic’ ]cpnpgss:c}qs :T‘?.“’.Tﬁadc t:?_.'*‘;‘,‘? s Brijish_palicy is the only way to.stop,the-
; ,pationa ists’. p ..t gl _o_ft St c:“...'."'r':...i.' .01.' } -'4}._-':“ Y s .."." ba g T ".';'i'l‘._".
e '¢.constiturional minority politicians will be % & ’-‘r_-l’:.-,.-- | by AL LS (LR,
4 Upliengulfed -in a* Republic &', She, has' HH"I would be 4 'mistake 10 . regar
R : & e G aughey's outburst'ip the Dail as mere
sweetly ,comphmcmct_j.. 3 514 on’ his® “J s 'S A )
'-'enlighu:ncd'-_auitud:, hls}._.ﬁnsccndcnc:’:!f;_. PR mbast;’ Shorily bglore that speech, he
» ayer. the dreadful #*Mr. Hockey!" and hus:;‘;i” ; ruled out . oft o_rrdg,: after
+L7* achievements’in improying Security  Eo= s : 10! know . why' Dominic
R : ; (FOm L6 MeGlinchey, had been extradited before
ii.operation along (he Borden: There isi2 4345 | : -
o o slispicion 1N 318,20 % Lhe could have been dealt with by theIrish
A nagging “suspicion, i some. government 1130 (ours “There i it thifcslare,
41" quariers that all FitzGerald's painstaking 4 urts./There is no doubt thst: Wete CJ
"} propitiation is wasted on the lady, RAT & ,Haughey ' still Taoiseach, McGlinchey
R T YAstel, ON e S S Lot P p-would have, been tried in the Republic's
ai v oo v Peter BATTY, 1 : i iction. He remarked afterwards
."-~',‘,"u .‘ one, slage. Itis almost a year 1o:the day s 1L, thal all FitzGerald - got, in return: for).
Vg o SINGE he said in Limerick: '] am an Irish:* "' handing him 10 the Brits was a kick inthe
ArpEe b nationalist, 1 resent:the political djyision? Sy - n teeth-at Brussels, .yt ' bt Nt Bkt P
=*%) of this islapd and [.regard the long-term o4 LI PRI e 15 KRS
/"' British presence in Ireland as an obstacle w77, The report ofithe New Ircland Forum
st 10 the reconciliation of, the: two_ Lrishdtizrsh will eventually reflecy this collapse of a bi-
#2¢ Wi yraditipns and o' the achievement” pf s:8#1iA partisan,Irish appreach’to the northern|
%4 4 peace gnd stability in this islapd, "5l "44: <\ problem. * Hapless “officials at ' Dublin
- ~Soqn afterwards, hewas asked on RTE g Castle haye been told to prepare a**dolly.
v+ if he would be ‘prepared’ 1o debate, gty mixture'’ camouflaged with a coating of
] NOrlhcrn_-lrcland with Gerry Adams; {11 ‘frf\; green icing. It will be launched with the

i jsfortuncy is “that.

RRYHCY

: v think:not at the moment, no; | think yes,t 257 ‘pgreatest solemnity ‘— eyen Fianna Fail
i1+ after the Forum, There wouldn't be much a1, will - ritually proclaim its consequence:’
Sy 'poing'at the moment because ] don't waptyit: S And then it will pe consigned to oblivion,
to sqqt of pre-empt amy discussiong that oz -Ch}a;l:s Haughey covels power in order

‘take ' place ©in‘-{he . Forum, ;o[jv;anyllt-' 1o’ tackle. the problem in .a-comglctcly
..h.:',"'_; conclusions_.that ;it. may", come ;',I.O'.':,_'J:'\-.E}‘_ : way. d itis imperative 10
',’-.-Pa.jshouign’l ,.gven be .sayipg’ t” on; this i\ ers| . fessed hostility
SATE programme, 5aVing what. may come out’ and ' ‘distrust. of “the, British , is @ - true;
%0 of it-in ‘the futurs. Buy afjer’that, yes; THE i reflectian - of , his present. political
0 T would! J'm quite conyinced, you se¢, that =7 ¥k conyictions: (T o o R et U
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