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TO UMMEDIATE FCO IMMEDIATE
TELEGRAM NUMBER 194 OF 3 MAY 1984

DUBLAN 0311102 MAY 84

AND TO 4MMEDIATE MI0 (BELFAST) AND N1O (LONDON)
ANFO PRIORITY BIS NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON

MY TELNO 1923 FORUM REPORT: R4SH POLITHCAL COMMENT

1,

THE RELEASE OF THE FORUM REPORT WAS ACCOMPAN:ED BY A SERMES OF

STATEMENTS AND PRESS CONFERENCES., THIS TELEGRAM SUMMAR ISES

(A)
(B)
()
(A)

2.

TAOISEACH'S ADDRESS TO THE CLOSING SESSYON OF THE FORUM
MR HAUGHEY'S PRESS CONFERENCE

TAOISEACH'S REMARKS ON RTE (TODAY TONAGHT PROGRAMME),

TAOISEACH'S ADDRESS

DR FITZGERALD SAMD THAT THE FORUM'S ANALYSHS WAS AR 4RISH

NATHONALMWST ONE, BUT THEY HAD SOUGHT TO TRANSCEND T AND Fa&D A
BASHS FOR COMMON GROUND BETWEEN THE TWO TRADITAONS AND FOR COMMON
ACTHON BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, THE REPORT WAS NOT A BLUEPRINT

BUT

AN AGENDA LEADING TO ACTHON TO BRUNG PEACE AND STABILITY TO

HRELAND,

(B)

3

MR HAUGHEY'S PRESS CONFERENCE

ALL FOUR PARTY LEADERS GAVE PRESS CONFERENCES, BUT MR MAUGHEY'S

ATTRACTED PARTIACULAR ATTENTION. HE MAINTAANED THAT A UNITARY STATE

WAS

—_—
THE ONLY SOLUTHON TO THE #SLAND'S PROBLEMS AND DISMISSED THE

OTHER TwC OPTIONS AS UNLIKELY TO BRING PEACE AND STABILATY, THE
__-_____—-——‘
BRITISH GOVERNMENT SHOULD RESPOND IMMEDIATELY AND POS

-




MASNE ONE¥—SOLUTHOY-TFO-THE LSLAND TS PROBLENS AND mmmm»—*'

L

CALL A CONSTHTUTHONAL CONFERENCE, ME WANTED THE Bﬂﬁl‘TﬂSH GUAR&I!

WHICH WAS A STUMBLANG BLOCK, WHTHDRAWN, ASKED WHAT ME WOULD SAY nF

UNBONISTS REFUSED TO ACCEPT A UMITARY STATE, HE REPLMED ''NOBODY S
ENTWTLED TO DENY THE NATURAL UNATY OF THIS COUNTRY, THE PARTYES
(TO THE FORUM) WiSH TO ESTABLASH A UNATARY STATE'*,

4. COMMENT: WHILE JOURNALASTS' QUESTAONS TO SOME EXTENT PROMPTED
MR HAUGHEY'S NATHONALHST LWNE, THERE WS NO DOUBT THAT HE 4S ALREADY
SELECTING FROM THE REPORT THE #TEMS WHICH SUINT HiM BEST. THE LABOUR
PARTY LEADER SAMD THAT NEATHER HE NOR M4S PARTY REGARDED A UNATARY
STATE AS THE ONLY OPTHON., PRESS COMMENT CLEARLY FEELS THAT Mp
WAUGHEY'S DISCORDANT ANTERPRETATHON HAS LET THE SIDE DOWN.

(C) THE TAOISEACH ON TELEVHSHON

5. ANTERVAEWED ON RTE, DR F4TZGERALD DESCRABED MR PRIOR'S STATEMENT
AS HELPFUL: "'WHILE (N TH4S STATEMENT THERE ARE SOME CRITHCISMS OF
THE HISTORACAL ANALYSHS, THERE ARE OTHER POSHTHVE STATEMENTS TOO'*
HE DID NOT EXPECT THE BRITYSH OR UNIONISTS TO SHARE THE I®ISH
VERSION OF HISTORY, BUT 4T WAS RAGHT THAT THE #R4SH SHOULD STATE THE
WAY THEY SAW #T. THE GOVERNMENT'S WiISH WOULD BE TO MOVE TO DISCUSS~
-_—
IONS WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 4f THE LATTER WERE WILLHNG TO
DISCUSS HOW PROGRESS COULD BE HADE T WAS WRONG FOR ANYONE TO CLOSE
THER MINDS TO ANYTHING THAT fOULD END WWOLENCE AN NORTHERN (RELAND
OR BRING PEACE AND STABILITY: ‘''LET uS RETAIN THE OPENNESS WHICH
4S THE KEY CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS DOCUMENT'', HE HOPED THAT THE
BRATISH GOVERNMENT WOULD FACE UP TO THE REALATHES OF THE DETERIOR~-
ATING SITUATION N NORTHERK :IRELAND AND TO THE FACT THAT THE FORUM
PARTHES HAD FACED THE REALATIES OF THAT SHTUATHON iN A WAY NOT DONE
BEFORE. HE MOPED FOR SERIOUS DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE TwO GOVERNMENTS,
BUT WHEN ASKED ABOUT A SUMMIT SA4D THAT THERE WAS A CURRENT DBALOGUE
ON MANY LEVELS WHICH HE HOPED WOULD CONT:NUE,

6. THE HRISH GOVERNMENT'S STATEMENT OF 2 MAY 4S AN PARAGRAPH 2 OF
MY TELNO 193,

GOODISON
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