IMMEDIATE

IRAN/IRAQ ADVANCE COPIES 18

PS .
PS/MR LUCE
PS/PUS

BIR J BULLARD

SIR J LEAHY - T CABINET OFFICE D I O
MR EGERTON

ED/MED « Cop~ Possed.
HD/NENAD

HD/UND

HD/CONS. D

ED/CONS. EM UNIT
HD/NEVS D

HD/DEFENCE D

RESXDENT\CLERE_

PS/No.10 DOWNING ST (2)

CONF IDENT 1AL

DESKBY FCO 1516002

DESKBY MOD 1516002

FROM KUWAIT 1514202 MAY 84

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELNO 191 OF 15 MAY

AND TO IMMEDIATE MOD UK (FOR DI14C AND D117)

FOR INFORMATION IMMEDIATE GULF POSTS, TEHRAN, BAGHDAD,
WASHINGTON, PARIS, STOCKHOLM, UKMIS NEW YORK, UKDEL NATO, UKDEL
OECD AND UKREP BRUSSELS.

FCO TELNO 317 TO BAGMDADs ATTACKS ON SHIPPING IN THE GULF,

1. THERE 1S STILL NO OFF ICIAL KUWAIT| RESPONSE TO THE ATTACKS ON
UMM CASBAH AND THE BAHRA, THOUGH SOMETHING MAY COME SOON, WITH AN
UNSCHEDULED CABINET MEETING TODAY AND THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
HAVING GONE INTO CLOSED SESSION, GENERAL OPINION HERE 1S FAIRLY
EVENLY DIVIDED ABOUT RESPONSIBILITY, THOUGH THE PRESS ARE STILL
LINKING THE ATTACKS TO PRESIDENT KHAME'N{|'S WARNING TO SHIPPING
IN THE GULF OF 11 MAY. KOTC FIRMLY BELIEVE IRAN 1S TO DLAME ANT
REPORT THE BULGAR IAN CREW ON THE BAHRA TO HAVE SPOTTED IRAN|AN
MARK INGS ON THE PLANES. AL

2. | THINK KOTC 1S RIGHT. THE METHOD OF ATTACK 1S MARKEDLY
e

DIFFERENT FROM PREVIOUS IRAQI ATTACKS AND THE IRAN|ANS HAVE A

MUCH STRONGER MOTIVE TO THREATEN THE NORMAL UPLIFTING OF OIL FROM




OF OIL FRAM

1TE THE STARY OF REGULAR ATTACKS ON SH|PPING
KUWAITIS HAVE A “AJTF PROGLEY 0N THE (R RACKS,
NTIAL FOR KUWAIT THAT THE FREE MOVEMENT OF SHIPS SHOULT
THERT 1S LITTLE THEY CAN DO AROUT THLIR
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